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'Complacency under fire 


Tge too late ; Tory MPs back down 

on imposing gun ban 
■ ^;-:v I E in wake of Dunblane 


Ppmr-'C- 


JASON BENNETTO 
and ANTHONY BEVINS 

Five Tory MPs and the shoot- 
ing lobby stood isolated and be- 
sieged last night in tbeir refusal 
to support the banning of band- 
guns in the aftermath of the 
Bpnhlane massacre. 

WThe decision by a House of 
Commons committee not to 
recommend outlawing aQ pistols 
and revolvers because it was 
“too costly and impractical’' 
was greeted with a torrent of 
outrage from bereaved par- 
ents. police, anti-firearms 
campaigners and politicians. 

The division was highlighted 
by the publication of a minori- 
ty report by the five Labour 
members of the Home Affairs 
. Committee who wanted a ban 
; on all handguns but had been 
out-voted by the six Conserva- 
tive members. 

It also became increasingly 

‘If we want to stall 
the development of a 
gun culture in Britain, 
then we should ban 
tne private, domestic 
possession of all 
handguns. It is 
simple, popular and 
it will work' . 

- Leading article 
page H 

clear that the Government, 
fearing the strength of the gun 
lobby within its own ranks, is 
prepared to hide behind the in- 
quiry into the Dunblane shoot- 
ing by Lord Cullen as cover for 
firm 'action. The Government 
yesterday pledged that it would 
enact any proposals for a gun 
crackdown offered by the in- 
quiry. which is due to publish 
next month. 

The report. Possession of 
ruled out a series 
proposals to reform the existing 
guns laws and concluded that a 
handgun ban would produce, at 
best, a “‘minimal'' improvement 
in public safety, and warned 
against “panic legislation”. 

It questioned the impact of 
a ban by asking: “What would 
be the point of a total ban on 
the lawful holding of handguns 
if there remained easy access to 


unlawful handguns, and easy ac- 
cess both lawful and unlawful to 
powerful rifles, or to shotguns 
which, given time to reload, 
would have the same result?” 

It argued that a ban could 
cogt £17m in lost ammunition 
sales and accessories, and 
£l40m in compensation to 
200,000 handgun owners. 

It also said a ban would ef- 
fectively bring an end to pistol 
shooting as a sport pursuit. 

John Prescott, Labour’s 
deputy leader, condemned the 
committee and said: “This is a 
report for the public, not for the 
vested interests of the gun 
k>bty. People want a ban; it’s 
commonsense; they can’t un- 
derstand why anyone should 
want to keep a lethal weapon in 
the comfort of their own 
home." 

John Crazier, whose five- 
year-old daughter Emma was 
one of the 16 diDdren murdered 
with their teacher by gunman 
Thomas Hamilton at Dunblane 
in March, claimed the commit- 
tee bad bowed to the powerful 
gun lobby. “I cannot beheve this 
insult to the children and their 
teacher " he said. 

But the committee’s Tbry 
c hairman Sir Ivan Lawrence ac- 
cused his critics of “talking out 
of the bade of their heads". 

He added: T am not con- 
vinced that overwhelmingly the 
public are in favour of a ban on 
legally held guns. If by burning 
legaflyheld handguns we could 
stop (Dunblane killer] Hamil- 
ton, that would have been easy 
and we would have done that” 

Public opinion, however, ap- 
pears to be overwhelmingly be- 
hind a ban on private ownership 
of handguns with a recent poll 
showing that nearly three quar- 
ters of those questioned fav- 
oured the weapons being 
outlawed. 

The NOP/Sunday Tones poll 
last month of 1,565 adults found 
ihai 72 per cent supported a ban 
compared to 21 per cent who 
were against one. 

In response to the report and 
the remarkable backlash it has 
caused, David Maclean, the 
Home Office minister said: 
“We will not shirk our duly. " Mr 
Maclean explained: “There’s a 
whole host of things Lord 
Cullen has to investigate that 
politicians in the Wes tm i nst e r 
hothouse cannot investigate.’' 



A-level pass 
rate rises by 
2 per cent 
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Tbo costly to bon? A 9mm pistol similar to one used by Thomas Hamilton at Dunblane Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 

A rise in the A-Ievcl pass rate 
of just under 2 percentage 
points - one of the biggest 
improvements for seven years 
- is expected to be revealed 
tomorrow when more than 
300.000 candidates receive 
their results. 

Fjram officials believe that 
the provisional figure, under- 
stood to be 1.8 percentage 
points, is low enough to enable 
them to ward off criticism from 
traditionalists that A-level 
standards are falling. 

A similar improvement in 
results was achieved in 
both 1992 and 1994. The biggest 
improvement was in 1994wnen 
the final figure was 1.9. Last 
years increase was only 1.1 
percentage points. 

There has been an increase 
of between 1 and 2 percentage 
points in the A-level pass rate 
in each of the last 15 years. 
More than four out of five can- 
didates now achieve a pass. 
However, the proportion of 
candidates securing a grade A 
is rising more slowly. 

This is the first year in which 
significant numbers of candi- 
dates have taken modular A-lev- 
els, in which they sit a series of 
tests over two years plus a final 
exam rather than one big exam 
at the end of their course. 

Traditionalists had predicted 
that the pass rale would rise be- 
cause candidates are allowed to 
resit modules but first figures 
suggest that the effect of the 
change has been limited. 

.Although modular exams 
may have improved the pass 
rate because weak candidates 
who fail modules can drop out 
or resit (hem, they may make it 
harder for candidates to secure 
A grades for which a consis- 
tently high performance is 
required over two years. 

Only about one-quarter of all 


But be then promised not 
only that a parliamentary slot 
had been left open for legisla- 
tion -but that it would be filled 
as quickly as possible after 
Lord Cullen reports. 

Senior Labour sources sus- 
pect that the Government has 
been forced to pledge action by 
the sheer weight of the public 
revulsion to Dunblane. 


The Association of Chief Po- 
lice Officers pronounced itself 
“extremely disappointed" by 
the report’s rejection of even a 
partial ban on the possession of 
handguns. Red Broughton, the 
Police Federation’s national 
chairman, called the report 
“desperately disappointing”, 
saying it rejected virtually every 
constructive recommendation 


put forward by the police. 

There were dissenting voic- 
es too within the Conservative 
Party. Former Tbry minister 
David Mellor said the whole af- 
fair had been mishandled. 

But the gun lobby welcomed 
the report's general thrust. Pat 
Johnson, of the British Shoot- 
ing Sport Councils, said* “Our 
view has always been that if 


there’s a calm, dispassionate 
look at the facts, the commit- 
tee would be almost irresistibly 
drawn to the sort of conclusions 
they were drawn to today." 

Ian McConchie, general sec- 
retory of the National Pistol As- 
sociation, called the report “a 
commonsense judgment on 
behalf of tne shooting 
community”. 


Vicar is murdered in churchyard 


REBECCA FOWLER 

A young vicar with a “brilliant 
future” was murdered in a bru- 
tal stabbing early yesterday 
morning in the grounds of his 
parish church in Liverpool, and 
police were last night searching 
for a man they describe as 

32. *e 

vicar of St Margaret s Cburdi 
in Anfield, Liverpool, a gifted 
scholar who bad wasted on 

working in. a t0u j£.JS! 
parish, was discovered Heeding 
_T«. to death by neighbours, after 

’. ^fl^gt^attactayoung 
mother of two in a house near 

the vicarage fought off a kmfe- 
Christophcr Gray- Found intruder 


bleeding to death 


tried to abduct her before steal- 
ing her red Ford Escort car and 
fleeing. 

The Rt Rev David Shep- 
pard, the Bishop of Liverpool, 
led a service for the shocked 
congregation at the church to 

place ofMr Gray last night- He 

paid a glowing tribute to the 
priest, whom he ordained four 
-and-a-balf years ago, after the 
vicar’s parents, who were on a 
walking holiday, were informed 
of their son’s death. 

The bishop said: “The death 
of this mueb-vahjed priest is a 
tremendous loss to me person- 
ally, and to all of us in the dio- 
cese. At 32 years of age, one of 
the ablest priests of his gener- 
ation, Christopher Gray had 
very special gifts of scholaishqx’' 

As a student at Oxford Uni- 


versity Mr Gray received a firet, 
“with congratulations”, in his 
history finals. He was also a tal- 
ented linguist, musician and 
writer, bat he was determined 
to face the challenges of an 
inner city church in a socially 
deprived area. 

Mr Gray had returned short- 
ly after midnight to his vicarage, 

mThdnobk, from a fundicxi en- 
tertaining foreign visitors in 
Liverpool. At about 12,40 
neighbours heard him speaking 
to another man whose voice 
became raised. 

They saw the man run from 
the scene near the church, and 
he then went to a house in a 
nearby road. He forced his way 
past the woman who opened the 
door, threatened her with a 
knife, and took her car keys. 


According to Chief Inspector 
Elmore Davies, leading the po- 
lice murder inquiry, the woman 
was so determined to protect 
her two young children, who 
were also in the house, she 
found the strength to fight off 
the man when he attempted to 
abduct her. 

The police revealed that the 
man they are seeking, named as 
Terence Storey, 31. had re- 
ceived advice from Mr Gray in 
recent weeks, since he was re- 
leased from Liverpool’s Walton 
Prison. 

For the church the tragedy il- 
lustrates the growing risk faring 
clergy who have traditionally 
kept an open-door policy. The 
Bishop of Liverpool said the risk 
for vicars had become “part of 
the job" in diocese across the 


country as Britain has grown 
more violent. 

He said: “If you start to say 
it is more likely to happen in one 
parish than another, you can’t 
be sure of that. We have been 
advising clergy not to make 


they are alone in the house, and 
we know Christopher was try- 
ing to make sure people were 
present. 

“One or two of my colleagues 
among the bishops have spoken 
to me in recent months about 
the difficulty of asking clergy 
and their families to move into 
particular parishes," he added. 
“But we are determined we will 
stay in every parish in the coun- 
try. Chris was there very much 
by his own choice, he wanted to 
be there." 


QIK’KLY 


Westwood for Dior? 

Vivienne Westwood, one of 
Britain's most anarchic and 
irreverent designers, was yes- 
terday tipped to take over the 
lop French fashion bouse, Dior, 
replacing Italian Gianfranco 
Ferre. Page 3 

Weighty problem 

Britons are getting fatter, 
women are drinking too much, 
and children are still taking 
up smoking, in spite of the 
Government’s targets for a 
healthier nation. Page 5 

CS Gas adopted , 

Police patrol officers through- ! 

out England and Wales are to '■ 
be allowed to cany CS sprays 
after a six-month trial was 
deemed a success. Page 6 

Chechnya ceasefire 

Russian and Chechen com- 
manders were reported to have 
agreed to a ceasefire yesterday, 
the first sign that the moody bat- 
tles over Grozny might be com- 
ing to a close. Page 9 

Convention lifts off 

Hie Republican Convention in 
San Diego was in buoyant 
mood, turning fire on President 
Bill Clinton, after General Col- 
in Powell and Nancy Reagan 
reinforced an image of moder- 
ation and compassion.Piage 10 


candidates took the modular ex- 
ams, mainly in English, science 
and maths. 

Both the School Curriculum 
and Assessment Authority and 
the examination boards point to 
other reasons for candidates’ 
improving performance besides 
changes in the format. 

One is the improved perfor- 
mance of girls at A-level Since 
1989, the percentage of girls 
gaining three or more A-level 
passes has gone up from 10.4 to 
16.4 per cent. The equivalent 
figures for boys are II J and 15 
per cent. 

In a recent paper, the au- 
thority suggests that another 
explanation may be an increase 
of 20 per cent in the last 30 years 
in the proportion of candidates 
in the top two social classes. 
“Since performance at A-level 
and university entry correlates 
with socioeconomic grouping, 
the growth rates may well be re- 
lated,” it say's. 

Alan Smith ers, Brunei Uni- 
versity's professor of public pol- 
icy. said: “One reason for 
improving A-level results may be 
changps in content to indude sub- 
jects such as sports studies and 
media studies. Another may be 
different types of exam includ- 
ing coursework and modules. 

“Perhaps the key factor may 
be what examiners regard as ac- 
ceptable. Each year they look 
back to what happened last 
year. Candidates on the bor- 
derline are rarely put down.” 

limy Higgins, chief executive 
of the Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service, sakt “If the 
A-level remits are better than 
expected then, overall, more 
people wfll make the grade 
and there will be fewer places 
in dealing." 

Improved results would cause 
no difficulties in most universi- 
ty departments. The only prob- 
lem might be over places for 
medicine and dentistry where 
there are strict targets to be met. 
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Road block: Wreckage lying across the A40 in west London after an aircraft landing at RAF Northolt crashed through a fence into a van yesterday. The van's driver, Gary Jewel, 
escaped with minor injuries, as did the jet's captain and its passenger actress Lisa Hogan. The co-pilot was being treated for a fractured nose and severe cuts Photograph: Rft 


Electronic spying gleans 
world’s ‘top level secrets’ 


DUNCAN CAMPBELL 

A new book published in New 
Zealand today is likely to irri- 
tate Western intelligence chiefs, 
with its detailed account of the 
global electronic intelligence 
network being used by the Eng- 
lish-speaking nations to spy on 
the world’s communications - 
from top-level diplomatic and 
military messages to babble on 
the Internet 

The book. Secret Ajhw, by po- 
litical campaigner Nicky Hager, 
is based on interviews with past 
and present intelligence em- 
ployees who have worked on the 
top secret new system, called 
Echelon. The system is used by 
Britain’s electronic spy agency 
GCHQ, as well as by its Amer- 
ican, Australian and Canadian 
counterparts. 

To avoid the risks of anoth- 
er Spycatchcr legal action by the 
British government or by the 


New Zealand government on its 
behalf, the publishers of Secret 
Power maintained a news black- 
out about their plans until last 
night, when copies were re- 
leased in New Zealand cities. 

The New Zealand whistle- 
blowers describe Echelon as an 
automated international sur- 
veillance system, which inte- 
grates secret monitoring 
stations across the globe using 
the intelligence agencies' own 
network of satellites and lis- 
tening bases. At each base, 
computers known as Echelon 
Dictionaries automatically 
search through intercepted 
messages according to target 
lists of subjects and people. 

The significance of the new 
system, says Hager, is that be- 
fore Echelon different countries 
and different stations knew 
what was being intercepted and 
to whom it was being sent. 
Now, even security cleared op- 


erators may not know what 
raw information is being sent 
out, or to whom. 

The Dictionary computers 
hold lists of different categories 
of intercept available on the sys- 
tem, identified by code. The tar- 
gets in the South Pacific indude 
Japanese commercial and 
diplomatic messages as well as 
regional communications and 
the operations of Russian fish- 
ing boats and Antarctic bases. 

According to operators, Dic- 
tionary search results appear 
“almost instantaneously". 

By 1992, according to a for- 
mer national security agency 
chief; the overall international 
system was processing 2 million 
intercepted messages every 
hour. An unnamed New 
Zealand Echelon operator says 
that while the Americans have 
access to everything collected by 
its allies, they do not share all 
their information. “The [intel- 


ligence] agencies can ail apply 
for numbers on each other's 
Dictionaries. The hardest to 
deal with are the Americans. 
[There are] more hoops to 
jump through, unless it is in 
their interest in which case 
they'll do it for you." 

The operatives say that Dio 
denary computers have been in- 
stalled throughout the world at 
listening stations and intelli- 
gence agency headquarters. 
GCHQ’s London Dictionary 
computers scan telex and data 
messages passing through 
British Tfelecoru’s international 
network. 

In a foreword to the book 
David Lange, who was Prime 
Minister of New Zealand from 
1984-89, says that much of the 
book’s information has come 
as a surprise to him, despite 
having taken a decision which 
allowed the Echelon project 
to go ahead in New Zealand. 


“An astonishing number of 
people," Mr Lange says, had 
told the author “things that I as 
Prime Minister in charge of the 
intelligence services was never 
told ...It is an outrage that I and 
other ministers were told so lit- 
tle. This raises the question of 
to whom those concerned saw 
themselves ultimately answer- 
able." 

Mr Lange admits that he 
grudgingly authorised the con- 
struction of a New Zealand 
satellite monitoring station in 
1984 but says he had no idea 
that thereby “we had been com- 
mitted to an international in- 
tegrated electronic network". 

The importance of the new 
Pacific stations Uniting into the 
Echelon system, says Hager, was 
that after the late 1980s, Britain 
and America could no longer 
listen to all the world’s com- 
munications solely from stations 
on their own territories. 


Committee on guns: Chairman hits back at opponents of decision not to endorse ban 

Critics are accused of hysteria 


ANTHONY BEVINS 

Political Editor 

Critics of the Commons home 
affairs committee decision to re- 
ject a ban on the domestic pos- 
session of handguns - including 
the Association of Chief Police 
Officers - were being hysterical, 
Tory chairman Sir Ivan 
Lawrence said yesterday. 

Snatching the chance of a 
break from a London court 
hearing in which he was sitting 
as Recorder, the backbench 
OC judged that his critics were 
"talking out of the back of 


their heads". It was a typically 
robust and forthright response 
from Sir Ivan, one of the most 
resilient and thick-skinned men 
in the House. One Labour MP 
who has watched him closely 
over recent years describes him 
as a “mega-workaholic". 

Some Tory colleagues are 
surprised that a man of Sir 
Ivan’s undoubted ability had 
never been a minister. Never- 
theless, Sir Ivan has proved 
there so role and a political pur- 
pose on the back benches. And 
he has filled it in a way that will 
please many of his backbench 


Labour ‘minority’ 
makes voice heard 


JASON BENNETTO 

Cnme Correspondent 

The five Labour members on 
the committee of MPs investi- 
gating firearms were furious 
with their Tory colleague’s re- 
fusal to recommend outlawing 
most handguns. In an unusual 
move they have published their 
own '■minority report". 

Their recommendations 
include: 

■ To “dramatically reduce" the 
ownership of guns in private 
hands. The committee noted the 
possible emergence of a gun cul- 
ture based on the ready avail- 
ability of firearms. It also 
highlighted “a powerful shoot- 
ing tabby which is unlikely to ac- 
cept any serious restrictions". 

■ The private possession of 
handguns should be banned. 
The Labour MPs argue that al- 
though a large proportion of 
crime involving firearms arc 


committed with illegally held 
guns reducing the number in cir- 
culation can only improve mat- 
ters. Calls for partial bans were 
ruled out as “impracticable". 

■ Exceptions could be made to 
specific activities and occupa- 
tions such as RSPCA inspectors, 
veterinary surgeons, knacker- 
meD and athletic starting pistols. 

■ A small number of guns 
dubs that can demonstrate that 
firearms used at the dubs could 
be securely kept, at a centra! 
point, and in such a way they do 
not pose a public risk may be 
considered as exceptions to the 
genera! ban. 

■ Methods of reducing the 
number of legally held shotguns 
must be considered as several 
deaths have been caused by 
these weapons recently. 
■Shotgun certificates should no 
longer be granted lo pcopfcwho 
live in towns ami cities, where 
there is not justifiable use. 


colleagues on die guns issue. 

For most Tories, it is taken as 
read that the gun lobby - like 
the hunting lobby, farming, big 
and snail business- have to be 
deferred to, which is why the 
Government wants to hide be- 
hind Lord Cullen if a guns 
crackdown is required in the 
wake of Dunblane. 

Once upon a time, at a pri- 
vate lunch party held by AJas- 
lair Goodlad. now Chief Whip, 
perennial rebel Alan Clark 
turned up wearing an anti- 
buntiag tie. During the meal, 
Mr Goodlad became so in- 
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f i r e — on refuses to bah band- 
gum on jponods at cost, peac- 
tfcaBft and Mhm. Rate 
rates out otbtr wkle ranging 
measuras* opting fos&Md te 
changes of existing 4 UwJhb 
andiofnMBd poBce scrutiny. ' 
The sac itsy wi tae Home Af-. 

faiis Select Committee, report" 
ftjssessfan of Handguns decided: 
M Banning the possession of aH 
guns would be ‘too tar reaching" 
an d “ineffective’ asttwouktnot , 
pcevertimstabtelndivktotfsftwn 
gaining access to guns aiegaH*’ : 
ft would also -prevent terms, 
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The Ibiymemberssaid “panic teg- 
elation" should be avoided. •_ 
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guns would bring only "mlrtfnar' 
totpnwememmiidbfic safety..— 


censed by this provocation that 
he picked up a pair of scissors 
and cut off Mr dart's tie at the 
knot. It was a jolly jape, but it 
also tells as much about the na- 
ture of the Tory hunt - and 
where its loyalty lies. 

For the Tories on the home 
affairs select committee, the 
point would not have needed 
making. No caucus would have 
been necessary for John Green- 
way, MP for the Yorkshire con- 
stituency of Rye dale; Warren 
Hawksley, MP for Halesowen 
and Stourbridge and owner of 
a country house hotel near 
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Welshpool; Dame Jill Knight, 
doyenne of the Tbry backbench 
1922 Committee; and Whiter 
Sweeney, MP fbr the most mar- 
ginal Vhle of Glamorgan. The 
one hope of Tbry defection on 
the committee, which has an in- 
built one-vote Tbry majority, was 
David Ashby, the colourful MP 
for North West Leicestershire 
- libel case loser and one of the 
few Tbry MPs to have been de- 
selected by his local party as can- 
didate for the next election. In 
the event, Mr Ashby was so in- 
dependent-minded that he went 
with the pack. 
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Virus 

plagues 

Microsoft 

Word 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Editor 

Have yon seen a wxzzu lately? 
If not, then count yourself lucky 
-fbr the newest virus to hit the 
world of computers is spread- 
ing like wildfire, since Its ap- 
pearance around the beginning 
of June. 

S ightings hare already been 
reported in the Ufi, US, Israel 
and Iceland of the latest 
“macro virus”, which infects 
documents written with Mi- 
crosoft’sT^brd word-processing 
program - possibly the most 
widefy-used p iece of office soft- 
ware in the world. 

The Wazzn rims randomly 
moves, changes or adds words 
to a docnmoDt, and occasionally 
inserts the word “wazzn”. It is 
spread by opening an a infect- 
ed” document - though there is 
no way for the hapless nser to 
know ahead of time If the doc- 
ument poses a risk, unless they 
have one of a new breed of virus- 
checking programs to guard 
against it 

The effect would be disas- 
trous in a large document, such 
as a contract, which could be 
riddled with gibberish. Abo, any 
further documents written with 
an infected program will also 
wazzn at random. Anybody who 
receives a Wbrd document writ- 
ten by an refected program 
wiD in turn be infected too. 

“T&od appears to be the 
most advanced macro virus to 
date,” said Shannon Jenkins, of 
Touchstone Software, in Lon- 
don. “Bud it is spreading like 
wildfire.” 

“It is already the second 
most common macro virus,” 
said Graham GnJey, senior 
technology consultant at Dr 
Solomon's Anti-virus in Ayles- 
bury. 

Macro viruses consist of a se- 
ries of instructions embedded 
in a document which tell the 
raw's mafhhy to nato raaticaB y 
cany out various instructions. 
UnJQse standard viruses, macro 
viruses are not limited to one 
particular make of computer: 
they can affect PCs or Apple 
Macintoshes. It can be spread 
byWord files sent in e- mail, or 
ere floppy discs. 

Such viruses are only possi- 
ble because Microsoft has In- 
creasingly made Word less like 
a replacement for the type- 
writer; and more a program- 
mers’ tooL which can carry out 
independent instructions such 
as opening files or writing 
words witbont the user’s inter- 
vention. MUlimis of copies are 
used worldwide, but most peo- 
ple use only a fraction of the 
program’s capability. 

“To consider taking mil the 
functionality (that nwh»s 
macro viruses feasible] would 
be a step back for the industry;” 

said Smart Anderson, Mi- 
crosoft UK’s support services 
manager: “I mean, can you 
have too much functionality? 7 ' 


Cruise to Calais in comfort... 

RELAX and just cruise across from Dover to Calais - 
the shortest sea route to France. 

Large, luxurious car ferries with shops, restaurants 
and entertainment an board, plus hovercraft, 
provide rapid, comfortable crossings with a departure 
every thirty minutes. Fast on and off loading 
on both rides of the Channel helps to speed your 
journey. Instant motorway access from 
Calais port provides an open door to the entire 
European motorway network. 




For a shopping day, 
a relaxing stay or for immediate 
access to motorway... 

Golds 

...begins with sea. 

DQVER/CALAIS 
OVER 140 CROSSINGS DAILY 
EY P&O EUROPEAN FERRIES, STENA LINE, 
SEAFRANCE & KOVERSPEED. 
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SSSSSm offer to all the service’s post workcra. 
aid rivals would not hesitate to exploit the danjp jjnrf J 
SSS. Several local post swvittshave begun since Ian 
Lan&tbe President of the Board of 'frade, temporarily 
suspended the Royal Mail’s monopoly on letters under £1. 

Meanwhile, magistrates' and crown courts could be 
disrupted next month if 2,000 administration writers 1 vote 
to strike over a pay dispute. Members of the Civil ana 
Public Services Association in the Crown Prosecution 
Service are being balloted on a week-long dispute m protest 
at a new performance-related pay offer. Louise Jury 

LlospHal trusts are on target to free more than £ 100 m 

M. 1- - 1 lkmn.1l flffiripnfV UVUIS 010100 


at excessive red tape and bareaucracy in the NHS, Stephen 
Donell, the Secretary of State for Health, said yesterday. 
Bat the ann ouncement was marred tar criticism from 
hospital managers, who say that the drive to cut 
adminis trative costi has compromised patient care in many 
parts of the country, while the health care unions said that 
the target of 5 per cent cuts set for this financial year could 
only be achieved at the expense of clinical exceQence. _ _ 
Mr DorreU, for whom reducing bureaucracy in the NHh 
has become something of a personal crusade, rejected the 
cl aims . He said in addition to saving? of £103m he was 
predicting - a cut in real terms of S per cent - health 
authorities would this year also reduce their administration 
costs by £39m. This, in turn was on top of £14m already 
saved in 1995-96. Liz Hunt 

T he poor state of the West Coast Main Line - scene of 
last week’s Watford train crash - has been Warned bya 
iMnim- m ra in for anmtifno standards of reliability. Tat 


I last week’s Watford train crash - has been Warned bya 
passenger g roup for appalling standards of reliability. The 
North-western Rail Users Consultative Committee (RUCC) 
said the line foiled to achieve the Passengers' Charier target 
of 90 per cent of arrivals on time or within 10 minutes, and 
sometimes -sank to only 60 per cent punctuality. 

It blamed the continuing need for renewal and 
modernisation of the track and signalling for many of the 
problems. Despite promises of investment, the plan “seems 
to have been slowed by the privatisation process". The 
criticism comes just days after the crash at Watford, in which 
one woman was killed and 60 people injured when a 
commuter train collided with an empty train. Louise Jury 

Tfeoe collectors of birds’ eggs were fined a total of 
I £7,600 yesterday for illegal possession of rare spedmen&Jj 
They appeared before magistrates at Salisbury, Wilts, * 
following a nationwide police and RSPB operation - 
codenamed Avocet - aimed at collectors and traders in rare 
breed eggs, winch are protected under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981. ^Geoffrey Peiraon, 48, a property 
developer, was fined a total of £5,000 with £80 costs, while 
businessman Anthony Parkes, also 48, and scaffolder ’ j 
Michael Sloane, 36, were respectively fined totals of £ljfiOQ 
and £ 1 . 000 . 

The court beard that when police raided Parkes’s home 
last September, they found more than 10,000 eggs - one of 
the largest seizures in Britain. It has been illegal since 1954 
to collect wild birds’ eggs. All three defendants were 
members of the Jourdain Society - a respected charity body 
which studies eg^s. A society meeting in Salisbury was 
raided by police m July, 1994. This gave rise to the later 
Operation Avocet, named after the rare bird which forms 
the logo of the RSPB. 

police have begun preparing for the arrival of French 
' detectives investigating the sex killing of 13-year-old 
Caroline Dickinson on a school trip to Brittany. In her 
home town of Launceston, Devon and Cornwall force 
Inspector Paul Munns said he anticipated the French 4 
inquiries “could take some time”. 

The Launceston Community College pupil was raped and 
suffocated in a tiny dormitory at a hostel in Pleine Fougeres 
on 18 July. She was among a party of 35 girls and five boys 
from the 1 , 200 - pupil college on a week-long trip, together 
with five teachers. Insp Muons said it was not known 
whether the French police would require DNA samples 
from the boys on the trip. The cross-Channel initiative 
fo llowed the release of 39-year-old drifter Patrice Pade, who 
confessed to Caroline’s murder but was cleared when Ms 
DNA did not match samples taken from her. 

A teenager was fined £350 for playing loud music in 
«iis car. Gary Smith, 19, appeared before Eastbourne 
magistrates yesterday, after the borough council brought a 
case against him under the Control of Pollution Act 1974. 

He denied a charge of playing a loud speaker in a car which 
could cause annoyance between 9pm and Ram 

Magistrates heard the case followed a crackdown by 
pohee in the town following residents’ complaints. Smith, of 
Cqbbold Avenue, Eastbourne, was stopped in his 
H-registered VhoxhaJJ Cavalier, inside which police 
discovered a giant speaker on the back seat 

perry services between the Orkney islands were 

■ cnpplcd yesterday by the first of a series of one-day 

strikes m a row over crews' working hours. NeartySG ratings . 
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could only be 

would increase costs by more than 13 per cent. - "&>■ 


A wriwjS wante" has made an official complainr i . : 
™§ainst the police after be was arrested andjSmdc&fed 
P^ace ” 8 to put a ticket on a van outside Buckingham ' 

* Policeman who ordered him' to 1 ^ 
ignore the vehicle, makmp a rieWn, s. 
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Stetara it of course. But Vivienne Westwood, the British former queen of punk, is tipped to take over 

Will this be Dior’s new look? 
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TAMSIN BLANCHARD 
FASHION EDITOR 

She was the Queen of Punk and 
reigns over British design as its 
most anarchic, irreverent cham- 
pion. .And now Vivienne West- 
wood is lipped to take over the 
king of French fashion houses 
Lnnsuan Dior. 

The rumours began that 
.Westwood, who first made her 
.'■nark on fashion with the punk 
store Sex and Seditionaries 
would take over Dior when its 
present head Gianfranco Rrre 
announced his departure in 
July. 

But yesterday the fashion 
world whispers suggested that 
Dior has already appointed 
Westwood and is waiting to 
make an official announcement 
at the October shows in Paris, 
when Fern? steps down. 

Westwood denied the ru- 
mour. “We would like to declare 
untrue the rumours on Mrs 
Westwood's appointment at the 
House of Christian Dior.” a 
statement from her British of- 
fice said. “Mrs Westwood is very 
honoured by the rumour, but at 
the moment her main concern 
is to organise the readv-to- 
Y« spring/summer 1 997 show 

Dior, estimated to turn over 
more than £lbn a year, cele- 
brates its 50th anniversary in 
1997. Whether Westwood is its 
next couturier and whether she . ' 
is given the job is almost irrel- 
evant. The veiy fact that sb.e is 
under consideration is a coup, 
not only for her but, for the 
British, fashion industry as a 
whole. 

Design houses from New 
York to Milan come to London 
in search of talent fresh from 
our fashion colleges. Now, it 
seems, the brain-drain is reach- 
ing up into the highest echelons 
of the industry. 

Since John Galliano took 
over at the French couture 
house Givenchy, British de- 
signers have looked set to con- 
quer the fashion world, if not 
' Vommercially, at least cre- 
atively. British talent has al- 
ready cleaned up in just about 
every other aspect of the fash- 
ion industry: the editors of the 
two leading American fashion 
magazines, Anna Winlour and 
Liz Tilbcris are both British, as 
are the leading fashion pho- 
tographers Albert Watson, 
Craig McDean, Glen Luchford 
and David Sims. 

British models are the most 
sought-after. Carolyn Park, one 
of the young British models who 
featured in the summer’s Guc- 
ci campaign, is also making 
waves with the Italian label 
MaxMara, Hugo Boss, and Vfer- 
saccs diffusion line, Versus. 
One of the latest to hit the big 
time commercially is the Scot- 
tish aristocrat. Honor Fraser, 
currently to be seen in a whole 
host of international advertising 
campaigns that include Un- 
garo. Russell «£ Bromley. Rena 
Lange, and Isaac Mizrahi 



Christian Dior is owned by 
LVMH (Louis Vuitton - Moe't 
Hennessy) the same company 
that owns Givenchy, and Louis 
Vuitton. John Galliano's ec- 
centricity and refusal to com- 
promise has created more 
publicity for Givenchy than the 
house has seen since Audrey 
Hepburn wore its clothes in 
Funny Face. And publicity is 
what' it is all about; perfume 
sales are the key to haute cou- 
ture. while jeans lines, acces- 


licences are increasingly the 
key to ready to wear. LVMH 
is m the market for a designer 
who will not so much make 
beautiful, wearable clothes, as 
a designer who will generate as 
much publicity as possible. 

Now, the rumour and spec- 
ulation that accompanied the 
decision over who would take 
the reins at Givenchy are being 
repeated. Westwood would be 
a logical contender to design 
Dior. She, like Galliano, has a 


knowledge of the history of 
fashion which is important if a 
designer is to respect the history 
and tradition of Dior, the bouse 
which was founded in 1947 
with the controversial New 
Look. She was in Paris during 
the haute couture season, at- 
tending the annual cocktail 
parly thrown by the Chambre 
Syndicate de la Couture Parisi- 
enne. Westwood also attended 
Yves Saint Laurent’s show, en- 
thusing afterwards about the ex- 


Saint Laurent has at his fin- 
gertips. “He could do anything 
he wanted, “ she said, imagining 
perhaps, a more flamboyant, 
over-the-top collection. 

In an interview with Le Figaro 
in July, Dior’s chairman. 
Bernard Arnault, said: “I want 
modern creativity in the spirit 
of Christian Dior himself.” 
And it seems as though he is 
looking in the right direction. 
Other designers rumoured to 

have hewn nnnma/>hmt ini-liula 


American, Marc Jacobs, a 
favourite of the Croydon su- 
permodel Kate Moss; Martin 
Maigiela. Lhe original avant- 
garde deconstructivist designer 
who has managed to remain a 
cull underground figure while 
building up a thriving business 
on sale in the worlds leading de- 
partment stores; Jean-Paul 
Gaultier, the whacky designer 
and TV presenter might not 
seem such an outlandish sug- 


Pierre Cardin; Christian 
Lacroix, who heads up Paris’s 
youngest couture house beating 
his own name, has also been 
talked about. 

Two other young British de- 
signers who would certainly 
cause a stir were they to be ap- 

S oinled are Alexander Mc- 
lueen and Hussein Chalayan. 
McQueen however, would not 
gke the job. “There is only one 
P&ns fashion job for me.” he 


Third 

woman 

enters 

foetus 

fiasco 


UZ HUNT 

and REBECCA FOWLER 

The “cash for foetuses” fiasco 
hit a new low last night, when 
a woman who is 20 weeks preg- 
nant with twins told a newspa- 
per that she may abort one or 
both babies because her house 
was too small, and her marriage 
is threatened by their birth. 

“Pro-life” groups, who last 
week raised thousands of 
pounds to halt what was 
thought to be the first selective 
termination of a twin in Britain, 
say they fear that some women 
are now being tempted to hold 
their unborn babies to ransom 
in the hope of cash handouts. 

Nuala Scarisbrick, of the 
anti-abortion charity life, said 
it would be investigated thor- 
oughly to determine if it was a 
genuine case, worthy of help. 
“We have asked for 72 hours to 
look into this. We have a small 
sum of £10,000 available but we 
are aware of the possibility of 
people seeing us as'some kind 
of golden egg.” 

The development follows the 
bitter controversy last week 
over a woman who had one of 
her twins selectively aborted be- 
cause she could not cope with 
two. Scarcely had that furore 

died down when it was revealed 

that a 31 -year-old woman, 
Mandy Allwood, who was car- 
lyiqg eight embryos, would con- 
tinue with the pregnancy after 
she and her partner struck a 
deal for up to £lm with the 
News of the World. 

The latest case, reported in 
the Oxford Mail, involves a 
woman who lives with her hus- 
band and two children in a 
three-bedroom house in Ban- 
bury. She said she and her hus- 
band talked about getting rid of 
one child, but now it might have 
to be both. “I don’t want to get 
rid of either of them. He thinks 
it’s not fair to keep one and not 
the other. If we had some- 
where to put them it might be 
l different, but we’d struggle so 

much 1 don’t think my husband 

will cope with it alL 
“I might have to do it for the 
sake of my other kids. They 
couldn't go without a dad and 
I don’t think my husband will 
cope with the pressure of more 

lads. I think he’ll leave and I 
don’t want that.” 

Meanwhile the saga of 
Mandy Allwood, and her part- 
ner, Paul Hudson, 37, continued 
yesterday with the entrance of 
mother who declared that 
her son was a “shameless op- 
portunist”. Sybil Wheeler 
added: “I think the real reason 
ne is so happy about the preg- 
nanty is because he believes it 



MICHELIN PILOTS NUMBER 50 VICTORIES 

number of starts since 1 993 xr n. J! •.! n I II MUh turn A. 


Michelin Pilots have notched up an 
impressive 50 victories in the time years 
since Michelin entered the British Touring 
Car Championship. That's more than all 
other competing tyre manufacturers 
put together and 58% of the total o 
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The Choice 
f Champions 


number of starts since 1993. Moreover, 
Michelin Pilots won the Championship 
outright in 1994 and 1995. 

And it should come as no surprise that most of 
the famous “Pilots” this year an racing 
on Michelin - Cleland, Harvey Leslie, 


Menu, Radisich, Rydell and Winkelhock to 
name but a jew. And no wonder that this 
year Michelin Pilot tyres are also the choice 
of virtually all the leading car marques - 
BMW, Ford, Honda, Nissan, Peugeot, 
Renault, Vauxhall and Volvo. 


Make Michelin Pilot tyres your first choice. 

After all they are the choice of champions. 
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YESTERDAY 

Parcelforce delivered over half a million parce-S. 

TODAY 

We’ll deliver more than most earners do 

in a month. 

TOMORROW 

We’ll still be providing the same non-stop service 

as today. 
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CAN SEE WHAT PUTS PARCELFORCE OUT ON ITS OWN 

Parcelforce can still deliver more parcels every working day than any other carrier. ; 

Still delivers to 99.6% of the wodd’s population. And is still getting bigger. 

In fact, nobody delivers more. Or further. 

So if you haven’t done so already, find out what makes Parcelforce Britain’s favourite parcel carrier. 

Just call our Customer Service number 

0800 22 44 66 
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PARCEL 



The Power to Deliver -Worldwide 


Parcelforce’s UK and International services are not affected by the Royal Mail dispute. 
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Health of the Nation: Dangerous appetites persist despite state-sponsored push to promote exercise and prevent disease 

campaign 

fails to tip 
the scales 


COLIN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

British men and women are get- 
ting fatter, women are drinking 
loomuch. and children are still 
taking up smoking, in spite of 
the Government’s targets lo 
make Britain a healthier nation. 

The Secretary of Slate for 
Health, Stephen DorreU, was 
warned ty the National Audit 
Office (NAO) that the NHS was 
faffing to meet three key targets 
which it set four vears’ ago'for 
reducing obesity, drinking 
among women, and smoking by 

11 to 15-year-olds. 

The Health of the Nation tar- 
gets are a central plank in the 
-2 Government’s campaign for a 
’ • healthier country, and the find- 

ings of the NAO will come as 
an embarrassment for ministers. 

The report said the Depart- 
ment of Health set a target of 
reducing obesity among men by 
25 per cent by the year 2005, but 
the number of overweight men 
had more than doubled to 12 
per cent 

Women, however, appear to 
be worse at fighting the flab. 
The NAO found that obesity 
had nearly doubled to more 
than 15 per cent of the female 
population, in spite of the NHS 
target of reducing the percent- 
age of fat women by one third 
by 2005. 

Perhaps more worrying for 
the Government is the contin- 
ued rise in smoking among 
schoolchildren, in spite of its 
J attempts to cut the trend, 

' including bans on tobacco 
advertising near schools. 

The Government set a target 
of reducing smoking among 1 1 
to 15-year-olds by a third by 
1994 after finding that 8 per cent 
of all children in that age group 
were smokers. But the NAO 
found that 8 per cent was prob- 
ably the low point. It remained 
at 10 per cent before rising to 

12 per cenL “This suggests that 
the actions taken or co-ordi- 
nated by the Department of 
Health to reduce smoking 
among children have not been 
successful,” says the report. 

Mr DorreU yesterday reject- 
ed pressure to ban advertising 
of tobacco products. He denied 
such a ban would help to stop 
young people smoking, and 
insisted that higher prices were 
more likely to stop young 
people taking up the habit. 


However, the Government 
has come under fire from Ihe 
Liberal Democrat spokesman. 
Simon Hughes, for allowing 
one school to be sponsored by 
a tobacco company. 

The report is Ukety to in- 
crease the pressure for more 
concerted action to reduce pre- 
ventable illness. The NAO 
report on the Government’s 
Health of the Nation targets, set 
in 1992, found that progress 
was being made in 11 areas, 
including Wokcs. breast cancer 
for 50 to 69-year-olds, suicide, 
lung cancer for men under 75, 
accidents, and gonorrhoea. 

Il was making some progress 
towards its targets in six other 
areas, including cigarette smok- 
ing among men and women, the 
consumption of saturated fats 
in food, and under-age preg- 
nancies. 

But there was too little in- 
formation to make a judgement 
>k)od 


on the targets for blood pres- 
sure, cervical cancer, skin can- 
cer and giving up smoking in 
pregnancy. There bad been no 
change in hmg cancer in women 
under 75, or in drinking among 
men. And there was insufficient 
useful data on mental illness 
leading to suicide, or on drug 
misusers sharing needles (a 
prevalent cause of Aids). 

The NAO called on the Gov- 
ernment to take further action 
where targets were not being 
met. and to improve the supply 
of data. But it did not offer any 
practical ideas on how Mr Dor- 
rell can act to change people’s 
lifestyles. 

There are initiatives being 
planned to tackle obesity and 
teenage smoking, but as long as 
children regard smoking as 
fashionable, they are unlikely to 
take the warnings seriously. 
The anti-Aids campaign raised 
questions about the value of 
shock advertising on young 
people. 

Virginia BottomJey, the for- 
mer Secretary of State for 
Health, used to tell her officials: 
“Nanny knows best”. But an- 
other former health minister. 
Hdwina Currie, was accused of 
adopting a hectoring tone when 
she advised people about their 
dietary habits. Mr DcnzeO. a thin 
man who drinks lisle, and who 
does not smoke, may be the 
right role model for the targets, 
but he has no plans to act as the 
nation's nanny. 



Cheers: Two women meet for a drink In a wine bar; the government campaign to reduce women’s consumption of alcohol has had little effect Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

Private hospitals hit as fewer pay for cover 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

The number of subscribers to 
private medical insurance 
dipped last year, with more 
private hospital beds dosing 
than opening for the first time 
in a decade. 

Despite the presence of con- 
ditions necessary for renewed 
growth in private health cover, 
1995 remained essentially flat, 

figures published ^ faing's Re- 
view of Private Healthcare, the 
annual “Bible" of the private 
health care industry, show. 

And the National Health Ser- 
vice is continuing to take private 
patient business away from 
private hospitals, with NHS 
paybeds increasing their share 
of the market last year to an 
estimated 15.1 percent, against 
a little over 1 1 per cent in 1988. 

Some 6.5 million people, or 
around 1 1 per cent of the pop- 
ulation, are covered for private 
medical treatment. But that 


figure has remained unchanged 
for five years. 

Despite the market remain- 
ing in the doldrums, premiums 
continued to rise faster than in- 
flation, at 2 per cent above the 
retail price index, and look set 
to continue to do so for the rest 
of the decade, the review says. 

After 10 years in which the 
number of private hospital beds 
grew by between 100 and 300 a 
year, the total fell last year for 
the first time in a decade, down 
by 471 as four private hospitals 
dosed and only one opened. At 
the same time the number of 
dedicated NHS paybed units 
rose by three to 77. Between 
them, these account for the bulk 
of NHS private patient activity 
and rival in size the biggest pri- 
vate hospital groups, providing 
1,400 beds against Bupa's 1,700, 
General Healthcare’s 1,540 and 
Nuffield Hospitals’ 1,450 beds. 

The proportion of elective 
operations paid for privately has 
also fallen. This is partly due to 


the Government's drive since 
1991 to cut NHS waiting lists 
and waiting times, which has in- 
creased the number of elective 
operations performed by the 
NHS. While privately paid-for 
operations in both the NHS and 
private hospitals rose sharply, 
the increase in ordinary NHS 
activity has been even greater, 
so that privately funded surgery 
accounted for just under 135 
per cent of all elective proce- 


dures in England and Wales in 
I 992/93. the last year for which 
full figures are available, against 
almost 15 per cent in 1986. 

The improved efficiency of 
the NHS means that during the 
1990s “the NHS has been chal- 
lenging one of the key selling 
points of private medical in- 
surance”, the review sal’s. It 
adds, howev er, that while this 
offers “a potential threat - to pri- 
vate cover, there is no reason to 


suppose that the NHS will se- 
riously undermine the demand 
for private medical insurance. 

Further independent hospi- 
tal closures are, however, like- 
ly as the big insurers develop 
“preferred provider” networks. 
These limit the hospitals which 
can be used by those covered by 
some of their schemes. De- 
spite the flat market, renewed 
growth in private medical in- 
surance cannot be long de- 


layed. William Laing, the re 
view's editor said. “Just like the 
housing market, the conditions 
for recovery have been in 
placed for some time and look 
set to continue to be so as dis- 
posable income rises, as middle 
management ‘downsizing’ rum 
its course and as the economy 
generally continues to grow .”’ 
■ Laing's Review of Private 
Healthcare 1996 , • 0171-284-1268, 
£130. 


Mars craters that could hold the 
key to meteorite ALH84001 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Editor 

A week after Nasa's announce- 
ment that life could have exist- 
ed on Mars, a scientist has 
searched 42,283 craters on the 
planet - and narrowed the 
source of the fossil-containing 
meteorite down to two of them. 

Dr Nadine Barlow, who car- 
ried out the search electronically 
on a computer database of 
Mars craters, says that the re- 
sults could be used to direct 
future space missions to the 
planets to give them the best 
chance of finding fossil re- 
mains. “There are no plans to 
land spacecraft at these loca- 
tions at present, but there is the 
possibility to focus on these 
Srea s,” she said yesterday. 

Both lie within a few hundred 
miles of each other in the east- 
ern area of the heavily cratered 
southern highlands of Mais, 
where asteroids have repeatedly 



The elliptical crater on the south-eastern edge of the 
bigger one Is a possible source of the Mars meteorite 


hh the planet during its life. Me- 
teorites would be thrown into 
space from the surface by an 
asteroid’s impacL 
Dr Bartow, a physicist at the 
University of Florida, began 
checking possible sources al- 
most immediately after last 
week's news from scientists at 
the United States space agency 
that meteorite ALHS4001, 


which is thought lo show signs 
that early life developed 45 bil- 
lion years ago, was thrown from 
ihe planet 16 million years ago 
and then drifted in space before 
landing in Antarctica about 
13,000 years ago. 

“ 1 6 million years may sound 
like a long time to humans, but 
for geologic processes h is a very 
short period, particularly for a 


planet like Mars which has ap- 
parently experienced little ge- 
ologic activity over the past 
billion years, she said. 

She fed a set of search crite- 
ria into the computer which held 
a database of all the craters on 
Mars -a catalogue she had pro- 
duced as a postgraduate in the 
Eighties. Then she told It to 
search for craters that were 
comparatively young, but in 
ancient terrain - since the rock 
itself was very old - and in sites 
where water had once been, as 
the rock contained carbonates. 

A high-speed search cut the 
42.2S3 candidates down to 23. 
which were in turn reduced to 
two by further refinement. “I'm 
fairly confident this is correct,” 
Dr Barlow said yesterday. “I 
think that the criteria we used 
were conservative. Bui I have 
been working almost around the 
clock on this.” 

Dr Barlow hopes to publish 
her work later tnis vear. 


Wi ndfall tax could fund new jobs 


COUN BROWN 

Chief political Correspondent 

labour's windfall lax on the pri- 


inthe 
.attack 
shell", 
ng prer 


wa- 


rn 


from 


’ m 
wider 


live attacks on the raid on ex- 
cessive profits by waier and elec- 
tricity companies. 

Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor, js committed to im- 
posing the tax to pay for 
Labour’s jobs and training pro- 
gramme, The tax would be paid 
to centra] government, but John 
Prescott, Labour's deputy leader, 
is keen to see some of themon- 
ey harnessed to finance the dri- 
ve for growth in the regions. 

The water and electricity 
companies would be expected 
to take part in some of the job. 
creation schemes, which would 
be directed by regional devel- 
opment agencies. 

Earlier this week. Labour 


claimed that the privatised com- 
panies pushed through a £20m 
pay and perks package for their 
directors while becoming the 
worst group of persistent pol- 
luters in the country. The 
Labour survey, disclosed in the 
Independent on Sunday, showed 
that 12 executives in 10 larger 
water companies received pack- 
ages in pay, bonuses, pension 
contributions and share op- 
tions worth more than half a 
milli on pounds each. 

The comp anies have been 
fi gfa mo Labour’s plans for a 
windfall lax, but Labour be- 
lieves some wiU see the advan- 
tage of paying a tax which comes 
back to them either directly in job 


creation schemes or indirectly 
through benefits to their regions. 

Mr Prescott is behind ambi- 
tious plans to take labour’s draft 
election manifesto on the road 
in dozens of meetings around 
(he country. The tour, which wiQ 
be joined by the party leader, 
Tony Blair, will seek to win 
support for the broad thrust of 
New Labour policy before the 
party conference in October. 

Mr Prescott said: “I have 
been preparing a big push for 
the “Road to the Manifesto” 
campaign. Every constituency 
party is going to be involved, 
and trade unions. It is the 
biggest consultation exercise 
that has taken place.” 


VAVE KNEW WHAT HE WANTED. 
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Go-ahead for all police to carry CS spray 


JASON BENNETTO 

Cnme Correspondent 

Police patrol officers through- 
out England and Wales are to 
be allowed to cany CS sprays 
after a six-month trial of the 
incapacitant which has been 
deemed a success. 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, is expected to an- 
nounce the decision next week 
and officers from all 43 police 
forees are likcfy to be have the 
spray by the New Year. Hand- 


held CS cam&erswere issued to 
3,800 officers in 16 forces at the 
beginning of March. Police 
chiefs hoped they would fcdp to 
stem the rise in the number of 
officers injured The spray can 
reduce someone to a coughing, 
spluttering wreck within sec- 
onds. 

The Home Office agreed to 
be guided by the police chiefs 
and has approved die use of the 
dev^aftochidfainstablesand 
police officers said they were im- 
pressed by it A police source 


said’ "On the whole we are de- 
lighted with the results. The 
spray has been far more effec- 
tive than we could have hoped” 
Liberty, the civil rights group, 
attacked the decision, arguing 
that there were still severe 
problems with the training of of- 
ficers in the use of CS and unan- 
swered questions about 
side-effects. 

The group said that about 20 
people were taking action 
the police for alleged 
: of the device. 


In the Gist three months CS 
was sprayed on 366 occasions. 
It was drawn but not used a fur- 
ther 268 times. The deterrent or 
"threat” value of the spray was 
an unexpected bonus, the police 
said 

At least two people needed 
hospital treatment after being 
sprayed but the police said they 
have no reports -of long-term 
medical harm. CS spray takes 
immediate effect and causes 
streaming eyes and nose, eyfr- 

lirip s pasm ? b reathing rHffirnltifii, 


and in some cases blistering of 
the skin. 

The use of the incapacitant 
reduced the number of assaults 
during the first half of the trial 
by 6S per cent and time lost by 
66 per cent. 'An unarmed con- 
trol group, who were compared, 
to the officers with CS, record- 
ed a drop in attacks of 14 per 
cent and time lost was down by 
43 per cent The result, while 
[the new 


the more serious and thus 


time-consuming incidents. 

The Association of Chief Po- 
lice Officers seif-defence sub- 
committee will meet to finalise 
plans in the -next few days. A 
spokesman said* "Feed-back 
from officers on the ground has 
been esfremjgy positive.*' 

A Howfe ^Office source 
added- "It'S tip to police what 
they want I^they are hippy 
then so arc we/* 

The Home Secretary gave the 
police permission to carry out 
trials of CS spray after .reject-. 


-experimentation with pep- 

iS^onfcegroundsofpo- ™“ it is ojKCicd 

tential health dangers. ■ ■ eSually become stinv> 

The trials are currently fak- » font-line of- 

ing place in the Metropolitan rfilef castables 

Mice, and the West Midlands, 

Merseyside, Greater Manches- 
ter, Avon and Somerset, Cam- 
Jwiri ^shir ^ Oeveland, Dorset, 

. Durham, Dyfed-Fdwys, Kent, 

Leicestershire, Northumbria, 

North Yorkshire, West Meroa, 
and West Yorkshire forces. 

Once thcy'have been given 
the official go-ahead officers 


ficers. However 

in some rural forces areyet jo 

be convinced that the sprays are 

due to take plan® 
last year but where halted after 
a Metropolitan Pokce instruc- 
tor suffered bums to his eyes 
and had to have them covered 
for five days. 


Arts news: Shortage of room forces star to sell £500,000 worth of modem works D Scots bid to reclaim Edinburgh festival 

Mr Caine 
regrets he no 
longer has 
space for his 
Picasso 


DAVID LISTER 

The actor Michael Caine is 
selling works of art worth more 
than £500,000 because he can- 
not find room far them in his 
Oxfordshire mansion. The col- 
lection includes paintings by Pi- 
casso, Lowry and Salvador Dali. 

Caine and his wife Shakira 
are selling their other home in 
Hollywood to spend more time 
in Britain. The art collection has 
decorated their American base 
for some years. 

The collection, which will be 
auctioned by Sotheby’s in Lon- 
don this autumn, is made up of 
dozens of art deco and art nou- 
veau objects and a pen and ink 
drawing by Henry Moore in ad- 
dition to the paintings. Ouce the 
couple had shipped the artwork 
back from the US, it became 
dear there was not enough 
room fot It to fit alongside 
pieces the couple already own 
in Britain. 

Caine said yesterday: *T had 
hoped we ought, be able to 
squeeze the two collections to- 
gether, biit there amply isn’t the 
room. I shall be sorry to part 
with the things we had when we 
lived in Los Angeles, but I was 
concerned that the more frag- 
ile pieces could get damaged by 
being crammed in too tightly." 

He bought most of the art 
work in a brief period of col- 
lecting in the late 1960s at a time 
when art pouveau and an deco 
was being rediscovered. 

A Sotheby’s spokesman said: 
“It is certainly rare for a famous 
person to sell a collection built 


up over many years like Michael 
Came has done. Part of the ap- 
peal of all these works, beyond 
their intrinsic merit, is the fact 
that they are fresh to the mar- 
ket after 25 years.” 

A pen and ink portrait by Pi- 
casso of his mistress Dora 
Maar, signed and dated 16 July. 
1945, is estimated to sell for up 
to £15,000. A charcoal pen, ink 
and pencil drawing entitled 
TWo Figures by Henry Moore 
from 1943 could fetch up to 
£6,000. There are also paintings 
by Paul Nash, Charles Ginner 
and Henri Gaudier-Brzeska 

A signed water colour by 
Salvador Dali, Trot Person- 
nages Assis, is estimated at be- 
tween £4,000 and £6,000.Tbe 
prints indude Mare Chagall’s 
LesAmoureux sous lArbre , ex- 
pected to fetch up to £18,000. 

Art nouveau and art deco 
pieces include works by Galle, 
Damn, Tiffany, Lalique, Mucha 
and Ertfi. The vases by Emile 
Galle are likely to fetch some 
of the biggest prices. One in- 
scribed with a verse from 
Baudelaire could sell for up to 
£20,000. and a large elephant 
vase could fetch up to £35,000. 

PhUlipe Garner, head of 20th 
century decorative arts at 
Sotheby’s, said: “When I start- 
ed at Sotheby's, I knew Michael 
Caine was an enthusiastic col- 
lector who was acquiring good 
examples of art nouveau and art 
deco. I am delighted, a quarter 
of a century later, to be asked 
to sell this delightful collection 
which might hopefufly introduce 
new collectors to the market.” 



No room at the mansion: Michael Caine showing off some of the objets to be auctioned at Sotheby’s in the 
autumn. Top right: Henry Moore’s charcoal drawing TWo Figures, and (below) George de Feme's Figure with a Dog 
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Fringe venue 
aims to scotch 
the English 


Suspense at the Grouse House: Melanie Stewart Dance 
Theatre’s ‘Cocktail in the Sky’ Photograph: Jo Rankme 


DAILY POEM 


Waiting 

By William Ernest Henley 

j squat roam (a cellar on promotion). 

> to the soul drab to the very dayBgfu; 

Pbst&S astray in unw&iraTlooking tinware; 

Scissors and Uni and apothecary's jars. 

Here, on a batch a skeleton would writhe from, 

-4ngry and sore, I wait to be admitted: 

UiiitriB my heart is lead upon my stomach. 

While at their ease two dressers do their chores. 

One has a probe - it feels to me like a crowbar. 

A small boy sniffs and shudders after bluestorte. 

A poor old tramp explains his poor old idem. 

Life is (I think) a wander and a shame. 

WE Henley (1849-1903) suffered from boyhood from tubercular 
arthritis and had a foot amputated. In 15/3, the year this poem 
was written, and in an attempt to save the other, he spent a 
vear under the supervision of Lister in the Edinburgh Infirmary. 
Here, hornet Robert Louis Stevenson and the two became great 
friends. Henley's ‘Hospital Sketches' were published in 1875. 
Years later, a courageous and independent editor of a number 
of important Scottish literary magazines and reviews, he pub- 
lished the works of Yeats, Henry James, H G Wells, Hardy and 
Kipling. 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Scottish performers, piqued by 
the domination of the Edin- 
burgh festival by the 
have opened their own 
cated fringe venue, the first of 
its kind in the event's 50-year 
history. 

The setting-up of the Fa- 
mous Grouse House repre- 
sents the start of a campaign by 
the Scots to reclaim their rights 
to the international arts festival, 
which takes place annually in 
their capital and attracts more 
than & million visitors from 
across the world. 

From the beginning, Scottish 
-performers believe, the festival 
has been effectively hijacked by 
the English. They dominate 
both the management side - 
the current director, Brian 
McMaster, is English as have 
been all but one of the previous 
directors- and the major fringe 
venues. 

- Nor is the problem confined 
to drama. On the music side as 
well, there is increasing i 
about the exclusion of Scot 
work. “In the entire official 
Edinburgh International Festi- 
val programme there is but 
oue work by a Scot, James 
MacMillan's opera hies de Cas- 
tro ” Hugh McBain of the Scot- 
tish Society of Composers said. 

His view is echoed by Hugh 
Loughlan, a prime mover in the 
creation of Scottish Interna- 
tional at the Famous Grouse 
House, and artistic director of 
Gallus Theatre, a touring com- 
jjany set up to encourage Scot- 
tish writing and performance. 

‘‘Scottish culture has been so 
marginalised by the English 


i a Scottish venue 
here is a bit like dedicating a 
venue to performers from 
Lapland,” he sard. 

"This is our capital dty and 
Our festival, yet the Scots have 
not been represented in the 
Fringe. This has been the situ- 
ation for 50 years. If that hap- 
pened in any other country - 
such as England -I don’t think 
they would have been too 

R?r Loughlan’s experience 
of reviewing Scottish shows far 
the Edinburgh Evening News for 
the past two years of the festi- 
val has made him sharply aware 
of the way that Scottish com- 

|jy English ones - often because 
of financial constraints - and 
forced to perform in scattered, 
poor-quality venues. 

“I happened to find a pro- 
gramme for the Edinburgh Fes- 
tival in 1967 or 1968. It had one 
piece of Scottish theatre in it, 
by John McGrath,” he added 
"This year's festival has one 
piece of Scottish theatre in ft - 
by John McGrath. That’s how 
far we’ve mowed on.” 

He and Raymond Ross, his 
fellow artistic director at Gal- 
lus, decided to take action. 
Thanks to sponsorship from 
the makers of The Famous 
Grouse whisky, they have rent- 
ed a venue from Edinburgh 
Univeraityaad scheduled a pro- 
gramme which indudes drama, 
children’s entertainment, com- 
munity and youth work. 

"The great thing is that it is 
not jnst for the Scottish per- 
formers,” Mr Loughlan added. 
"It is for the Scottish audi- 
ences, too." 
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Robert Milliken crosses Australia’s outback in the luxurious Ghan on a trip that once took two days and now takes 22 h 


Railway 
revival in 
a town 
like Alice 


Ils silver carnages gleaming in 
ihe outback sun, the Ghan 
stands at Alice Springs station 
waiting to take me on the 
overnight journey through the 
desert to Adelaide. A hot, dry 
wind blows down the tracks. The 
-winter'’ temperature is 28G 

The contrast could not be 
greater with my last overnight 
train journey, from Moscow to 
Si Petersburg in the snow. But 
curtain similarities apply. Uni- 
formed attendants wait out- 
side each carriage to direct 
passengers to their berths (al- 
though they do not knock on my 
door just before bedtime asking 
me to pay money to use the 
sheets, as they had on the Russ- 
ian train). 

I am in the Algebuddna car, 
between the Oodnadatta and 
the Oasis cars, named after 
rivers and settlements along 
the 1,500km- route south. My 
first-class berth is self-contained- 
a bed, a basin and a loo. all of 
which fold away to leave a com- 
fortable seat At 2pm, right on 
schedule, the train slides out of 
the station, through the red 
and ochre walls of the Mae- 




Donnell Ranges, beading con- 
fidently into the Never Never. 

ft was not always thus. Up to 
16 years ago, buying a ticket on 
the Ghan and hoping to reach 
your destination on time was 
like taking a ticker in the lottery. 
The original tracks, built 
through shifting desert sands, 
frequently washed away in Hash 
floods. Termites attacked the 
sleepers. The train was so slow 
that its unofficial theme song 
was “I’ll Walk Beside You”. The 
story is still told of a train that 
was stranded for two weeks by 
floods and of the engine driver 
who shot wild goats to feed his 
passengers. 

Then in 1980. Australian 
National Railways, the govern- 
ment-owned rail company, 
decided that the Ghan should 
not be allowed to die. It built a 
new line, with concrete sleep- 
ers, across almost 1.000km of 
desert It replaced the rickety 
rolling Stock with luxurious, 
air-conditioned cars. A trip that 
once took anything from two 
days to two months now lakes 
22 hours, and the re-bom Ghan 
is considered one of the great 



Alice in wonderland: The Ghan represents the new face of Australian railways, luxurious, speedy and efficient 


railway journeys of Australia, if 
not the world. 

When the first Ghan steamed 
into Alice Springs on 6 August 
1929, hauled by locomotive 
NM35 with its cow-catcher at 
the front, and cheered by wel- 
coming locals, the scene was like 
something from Australia’s ver- 
sion of the Wild West. Alice 
Springs, in Australia's “dead 
heart ”, was still as cut off from 
the rest of the country as it had 
been in 1872 when it was found- 
ed as the ate for a telegraph sta- 
tion. For more than 50 years, 
camels and their Afghan drivers. 
Gist imported in the 1860s, had 
been central Australia's prima- 
ry transportation link with the 
outside world. 

The Ghan was named in 
their honour. The line’s com- 


pletion from Adelaide to Alice 
was pan of a grand vision for a 
3,000km north -south trans- 
continental railway linking 
southern Australia with Darwin, 
and thence the lucrative markets 
of Asia. The vision remains 
just that, and the tine still stops 
at Alice. 

Elsewhere, though, railways 
played a pivotal part in ex- 
panding Australia’s frontiers- By 
the 1940s, at the height of rail's 
fortunes, the county’s total 
track network, if laid end-to- 
end. would have stretched from 
London to Sydney and back. 
The trouble was that each of the 
six states had managed to build 
six different systems with 
different gauges. 

With the arrival of the car and 
air travel it is easy to see why 


government planners decided it 
was simpler to let railways fade 
away than to turn them into a 
truly national system. Shame- 
fully, that almost happened. 

Now governments have re- 
alised belatedly that it is more 
efficient to move freight by rafl 
than road. In 2992, the federal 
government sank millions of 
dollars towards finally ironing 
out the colonial mess of a mul- 
ti-gauge system. It also set up 
a new corporation with the aim 
of faking inter-city freight off 
roads and on to rafl. 

Last year it became possible 
for the first time for trains to run 
the 4jD00km between the east 
and west coast capitals on the 
same international standard 
gauge rafl. Passenger train 
revival is moving at a slower 


pace. But the Ghan and another 
long-distance passenger train, 
the Indian Pacific, running 
between Sydney and Perth, are 
the inheritors of Australia’s 
great railway era. 

As darkness fell, and the 
Ghan ploughed on between 
the Simpson and Great Victo- 
ria deserts, I reflected on that 
era with a passenger at my 
t ab le in the dining car, a young 
engineer from Northern Ire- 
land. He told me that be was 
taking a month to see Australia 
by train with a rail pass that al- 
lowed him five separate trips. 

It was good value. He bad 
travelled from Sydney to Ade- 
laide on the Indian Pacific, to 
Alice Springs and bade on die 
Ghan, and was planning to 
travel to Cairns, in tropical 


north Queensland, on another 
restored passenger train, the 
Queenslander, a total of 
13.000km for £600. The trains 
were giving him a true sense of 
Australia's immense distances 
and physical contrasts. “This is 
a nostalgia Crip forme,” be said. 
“There’s nothing tike this train 
left in Britain.” 

We repaired for drinks to the 
non-smoking lounge car (there 
is a separate lounge car for 
smokers). The carriage, deco- 
rated in Aboriginal motifs, filled 
up with what appeared to be re- 
tirees enjoying, as my Irish 
friend pat it, “the fruits of their 
. life’s hard work”. A woman 
played the piano and the oth- 
ers sang songs such as Daisy, 
Daisy, Give Me Your Answer, Do. 

The train had been travelling 


for seven hours, almost in a 
straight tine, without stopping. 
Although most of my fellow pas- 
sengers appeared to be young 
or middle-aged tourists, the re- 
vived Ghan still performs the 
original train’s function and 
stops, by request, at sidings in 
the middle of the night to take 
outback dwellers to town. 

Urban Australians still remain 
wedded to cars and aircraft B<0 
in the frazzled Nineties, there is 
a yearning for a return to more 
leisurely, dvflised forms of trav- 
el. And, if the Ghan's perfor- 
mance is anything to go by. it 
should add strength to that 
process. When .we pulled into 
Adelaide station next morning 
at 11.10, we were half an hour 
early. Original Ghan hands, eat 
your hearts out. 
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Bear lovers 
discover nature 
of their beast 


MART DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

From high in the French Pyre- 
nees comes news this week that 
a brown mountain bear at- 
tacked a flock of sheep near die 
small settlement of Prar-Bon- 
repaux and killed six lambs. So 
what, a phlegmatic French 
townsman would say, such 
things happen from time to 
time; that's how nature is. 

Unfortunately, however, die 
bear was not just any bear. She 
was Mellba, one of two small 
brown bears recently intro- 
duced into the region in the 
hope of saving the endangered 
Pyrenncan bear, and the slaugh- 
ter of Ihe lambs threatens to re- 
vive a controversy that has 
rumbled beneath the surface 
since the project was mooted. 

In 1991 four districts in the 
central French Pyrenees joined 
forces to promote economic de- 
velopment through tourism. 
Their thoughts turned to beats, 
partly in the light of concern that 
a France -Spain road tunnel 
then being discussed could kill 
off the last of the Pyrennean 
bears. There were thought 


to be only eight left. 

In 1993, the French environ- 
ment ministry agreed to support 
a bear-reintroduction project 
and Brussels agreed to provide 
75 per cent of the funding. The 
task of finding and reintroduc- 
ing the bears was entrusted to 
a French organisation called Ar- 
ms and Slovenian bears were se- 
lected as being genetically the 
closest to the Pyrennean bears. 

This spring a team of zoolo- 
gists went to Slovenia to trap 
their first bear. Its transfer, 
from trap to special container 
to van, was avidly followed by 
French television viewers, as was 
the release of the animal - 
about six years old and now 
named Ziva - near Melles. 

Three weeks later, a second, 
younger bear- Mellba -was re- 
leased at a different spot Both 
have electronic tags so that 
their every move can be moni- 
tored. A third bear, the first 
mate, hi due to join then in the 
coming weeks. 

So far. however, what has 
been discovered has not been 
particularly satisfactory for 
anyone. Ziva set off for Spain, 
where she has since spent 



Off to Spain: Ziva on her release 


Photograph: Reuter 


much of her time. Mellba, while 
remaining mostly in Fiance, 
has combined elusiveness 
(which could make attracting 
the hoped-for wildlife tourists 
difficult) with a regrettable 
taste for lambs. She killed her 
first two weeks ago. Now, it is 
six in one night 

Certain precautions were 
taken at the outset to allay 
fears about the project, the 
main one being a generous 
compensation scheme for form- 
ers that works out at about 1,400 
francs (£1801 per lamb, more 
than double the market price. 

The loss of so many lambs so 
soon, however, has been an em- 
barrassment for conservation- 
ists. The Artus group's local 
representative, Patrick 
Beauchet, said that it was im- 
portant “not to dramatise the 
situation” “If the worst comes 


to the worst she might be wit] 
drawn.” 

Local people are said to 1 
putting a brave face on Mellba 
indiscretions, hoping that tfc 
bears will eventually bring inti 
tourists - and extra in com 
They also feel nostalgic aboi 
the bears they lost in the Eigb 
ies. “The Pyrenees withoi 
beats would be like Africa wit! 
out elephants,” the mayor i 
Melles was quoted as sayin 
Another resident drew a con 
parison between bear-sightii 
possibilities and the likelihoo 
of seeing the Virgin Mary at tii 
nearby shrine of Lourdes: “Pe< 
pie go to Lourdes without no 
essarily seeing (he Virgin,’" sh 
said gnomicafly. ^ 

On the Spanish side, fortoR 
have reportedly threatened t 
use their guns the moment th 
bears cause any trouble." 


Jakarta arrests more activists 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 
Jakarta 

More than a fortnight after 
violent demonstrations in 
Jakarta, the Indonesian 
government appears to be 
intensifying its crackdown on 
political dissidents with the 
arrest and detention of 10 more 
pro-democracy activists. 

Those arrested are members 
of the People’s Democratic 
Party (PRD), a small left-wing 
group which is blamed by the 
government for fomenting the 
riots on 27 July. 

Brigadier General Amir 
Syarifuddin, for the armed 

forces, confirmed yesterday that 

some of the new detainees 
would be charged with the 
capital crime of subversion. 
The PRD leader. Budiman 


,27, was arrested near 
on Sunday night with 
nine of his supporters. The 
authorities have not disclosed 
their whereabouts and, accord- 
ing to independent lawyers, at 
least two of the detainees have 


As many as 200 people 
remain under arrest since the 
violence last month, although 
with independent or ganisations 
barred from prisons and hos- 
pitals exact numbers are 
impossible to determine. At 
least three people were killed 
and hundreds infered in the riots 
which began after police raid- 
ed the headquarters of the 
Indonesian Democratic Party 

(PDI) and violently evicted the 

supporters of Megawati Sukar- 
noputri, Che deposed PDI 
Leader. The armed forces 


quickly blamed “communist 
insurgents” intent on over- 
throwing the 30-year-old gov- 
ernment of President Suharto. 

Human rights organisations 
and foreign governments, in- 
cluding the United States, Aus- 
tralia mid the European Union, 
have expressed concern at the 
methods used in quelling the 
riots- Amnesty Internati onal 
last week said it “fears that 
accusations of a revival of com- 
munism will be used by the 
authorities to justify further 
arrests of peace lul political ac- 
tivists audio crack down on the 

legitimate activities of peaceful 
pro-democracy, human rights 
and other groups in Indonesia. 

The Indonesian authorities are 

creating an atmosphere of fear 
and intimidation in which jour- 
nalists, human rights activists 


and others are afraid to publi- 
cise details of these and other 
human rights violations".. 

Ms Megawati was questioned 
last week about her links with Ihe 
PRD, and has been summoned 
for another session tomorrow. 
The leader of the country's 
biggest unofficial trade union, 
Muchtar Pakpahan, has been 
held for a fortnight under the 
anti-subversion law which en- 
ables polire to detain suspects fa: 
a year or more without trial. 

On Monday, Pramoedya 
Anata Tber, one of Indonesia's 
most distinguished novelisty(ty . 
and a lifelong thorn in the skfc * 
of successive regimes, was also 
called in by police. The 70-year- 
old writer has spent a total of 
17 years in Indonesian prisons, 
although he has never-been 
charged with an offence^ 
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A breathing space in Chechnya 


SIGNIFICANT SHORTS 


Jhe battles may 
be over - but will 
the ceasefire last? 

Helen Womack 

reports 
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Russian and Checb- 

^ S£!!? iande,s were reported 
to have agreed lo a ceasefire 

S?S, rda i^ he£irst ^^t 

£ioh!°£? y battles over Grozny 

{Bight ** coming to a dose - 
zor now. 

today local Ume. But it was not 
uear whether whether the 
ceasefire was intended to be 
permanent or merely a tempo- 
rary measure to allow the evac- 
uation of civilians and wounded. 
If it holds, it will be a signal vic- 
tory for Alexander Lebed, Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin’s security 
chjrf and envoy to Chechnya. 

The news came after Russia’s 
military commander in Chech- 
nya, General Konstantin Pu- 
hkovsky, held talks with the 
rebel chief of staff, Aslan 
Maskha dov. The meeting began 
in the early evening in the vil- 
lage of Novye Atagi, 15 miles 
south of the regional capi tal 
“The issue of a ceasefire and, 
pos sibly, the mechanism for a 
withdrawal of units and subunits 
from the confrontation line are 
expected to be discussed,” said 
the Interfax news agency before 
the meeting began. 

The tentative peace process 
was set in motion by General 
Lebed, who on Sunday made a 
lightning visit to the war zone 
to meet Mr Maskhadov and re- 
turned to Moscow on Monday 
saying he was optimistic a cease- 
fire could soon be arranged. 
However, there was no reaction 
from the Kremlin yesterday to 
his criticism of the Russian 



L eaders of 300 illegal immigrants fighting to have 
Lheir position in France regularised said their protest was 
being stepped up and they would now negotiate only with 
President Jacques Chirac! They 1 were speaking the day alter 
police raided the Paris church the group has occupied for 
three months and removed 10 hunger-strikers "for medical 
checks”. All have returned to the church and arc continuing 
their fast A “rolling hunger-strike" by “star" volunteers for 
4S hours at a time has been announced, and the protest is to 
be extended to more cities. Mary Dejersky - Paris 


T he first FiHpina to admit publicly that she was a 
Japanese scx-slavc during World War Two said that she 
and six other “comfort women" would accept ShV'OO 
(I12JOO) each in compensation from a much-criticised 
Japanese fund. Maria Rosa Henson. 6S. said she also 
expected to receive a letter of apology from the Japanese 
Prime Minister, Ryularo Hashimoio, without which she 
would not accept the money. “The apology is more impor- 
tant lo me than the money." Mrs Henson said. “Without 
the apology. I will not lake the money. Reuter - Manila 


K rista Sager, co-leader of the Greens, shocked 

Germany's political third force by announcing she 
would not seek re-election. The German Greens are 
Europe's the strongest environmentalist party: they have 
won office at federal state level and moderate* hope to ally 
with the Social Democrats (SPD) lo oust Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl’s centre-right coalition in 1WK polls. Ms Sager, 
who belongs to the wing of the party more inclined to co- op- 
eration with the SPD. said she would focus on helping the 
Greens at regional level in Hamburg. Reuter - Bonn 


Russian soldiers carry a dead comrade into a safe area of Grozny during fighting on Sunday wttit Chechen rebels Photograph". Vassily Detchtau/AP 


government’s policy in the Cau- 
tnd the de 


casus, and the demands he 
made for sweeping powers to 
manage the crisis hims elf. 

In all probability, his sharp 
comments, made at a press 
conference, will have set off bit - 
) ter infighting in the corridors of 
power. In particular. General 
Lebed will not have endeared 
himself to the Prime Minister, 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, a rival 
even before the general accused 
the commission Mr Cherno- 
myrdin heads of failing dismal- 
ly in its handling of Chechnya. 

A small change occurred in 
the Kremlin yesterday with the 


departure of President Yeltsin's 
press spokesman, Sergei 
Medvedev, a young journalist 
who, at his own requek, was re- 
turning to the ORT state tele- 
vision channel where he used to 
work. Lately the television has 
seemed almost as restricted as 
in Soviet times although one 
anchorwoman, Arina Sharapo- 
va. has let it be known by small 
comments that the journalists 
are disgusted by the war in 
Chechnya. It was probably not 
accidental that, the other night, 
the news was followed by a 
popular Caucasian cartoon 
about a tiny ant outwitting a 
bullying elephanL 

Certainly the Chechen rebels, 
who infiltrated Grozny last 


week with the express intention 
of spoiling President Yeltsin’s in- 
auguration celebrations, have 
run rings round the far larger 
and much better equipped 
Russian army. 

Yesterday mortar shells were 
crashing over Grozny as the fed- 
eral forces tried to retake key 
buddings in the city-centre still 
held by the separatists. 

Rebel information chief 
Movlarfi Udugov, who has been 
so skilled at presenting Chech- 
nya’s case that General Lebed 
himself praised him while say- 
ing the Russian spokesmen 
should go and :<1 fish and pick 
raspberries at their dachas”, 
dinned yefiterdstyfliat the sejy 
aratiso controlled 75 to 80 per 


cent of Grozny. Eyewitnesses 
said rebels seemed to roam 
the streets at win while most of 
the Russian soldiers they saw 
were dead ones. The toD among 
servicemen is now officially 221 
killed and 766 wounded. 

Waves of refugees were try- 
ing to flee Grozny. The pro- 
Moscow Chechen government 
complained that Russian forces 
were firing on civilians and ap- 
pealed to the army to open a 
corridor to let them out of the 
burning dty. “Tens of thousands 
of people are trapped... with- 
out food supplies and with a cat- 
astrophic lack of medicine," it 
said. The army apparently dis- 
likes the idea of a corridor be- 
cause it fears rebels could 


escape by melting into the 
crowd of refugees. 

The Russian migration scr- 
vice said it had received 10 bil- 
lion roubles (£l_3mj to cope 
with the new homeless. The Eu- 
ropean Commission in Brussels 
approved a new aid package for 
Chechnya, bringing the total as- 
sistance since the outbreak of 
war 20 months ago lo nearly 
£29m. More than 30,000 people 
have died in the fighting and 
survivors are desperate for food 
and medical aid. 

■ Moscow (AP) — A corre- 
spondent for Russia’s largest 
television station was killed as 
he and his family tried to leave 
the Chechen capital during the 
rebel siege last weekend. 


Ramzan Khadzhivev, who 
covered the North Caucasus for 
the television station ORT, was 
shot in the head twice as be was 
driving out of Grozny with his 
wife and four-year-old son. In- 
dependent NTV television 
aired a brief interview with a 
passenger in the car who said it 
was Russian forces who opened 
fire on the vehicle. 

The pro-government ORT 
suggested the rebels were be- 
hind the slaving, and Khad- 
zhiyev. an ethnic Chechen, had 
received many threats from the 
rebels, who accused him of a 
pro-Moscow bias in his report- 
ing and of betraying his people. 
He was the 19lh journalist lo die 
in the 20- month-old conflict. 


B ulgaria’s President, ministers and diplomats joined 

mourners at the funeral of the psychic Granny Yanga. 
Vanga. venerated across the Balkans and beyond for her 
clairvoyant and healing powers, died on Sunday aged S5 
after a’ four-year battle against cancer. Blind from 
childhood, she was said to have predicted events ranging 
from the Second World War to the collapse of 
Communism and her own death. Reuter - Rupite 


P riice arrested three former Bangladeshi army 

officers in connection with the 1975 assassination of the 
independence leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Retired 
army colonel Farook Rechman, ex-colonel Shahriar Rashid 
Khan and retired major Mohammad Khaimzzamon are to 
face trial for murder and for rebelling against a 
legally-installed government. Reuter- Dhaka 


A French mountaineer, Jean-Christophe Lafaflle, 
set a world record by climbing two Himalayan peaks 
more than 8,000m high (26.240ft) in less than ‘four days. 
LafaiHe. 31. climbed Gasherbrum II, 8.035m, then 
Gasherbrum 1, 8.068m, in the Baltoro region of Pakistan cm 
28-31 July. Reuter - Grenoble 


B ucharest's street children will train stray dogs as 
helpmates for the handicapped in a programme tneklm^ 
two of the dty s worst sorial problems. Initially 20 children 
living rough will be helped for two years to tram strays 
which will then be given to the blind, the deaf and the 
immobile. Reuter - Bucharest 


Tijrty monkeys that were kfUed when they touched a 
I high-voltage wire were given a mass burial by priests 
from the Lord Pashupalinath temple, Nepal's holiest An 
official said monkeys were gods and that more ceremonies 
were to be performed for them today. Reuter - Kathmandu 


Old and infirm left to suffer 
daily ordeal of bombardment 


The people living in Cber- 
norechiye had no knowledge of 
any ceasefire yesterday. They 
. " came under mortar attack mid- 
moming as planes circled over- 


Civilians are still awaiting relief from 
war, reports Carlotta Gall in Grozny 


^ planes arc 

head, stretching their nerves to 


the limit. 

Thb district on the south-west 

edge of Grozny showed the 
signs of heavy bombardment 
from the last week of fighting. 

Smashed tree branches lay in 
deserted streets pockmarked 
with mortar craters. People 
bung around outside their 
apartment buildings, not ven- 
turing far into the courtyard in 
another mortar whistled in. 

It was noon when the latest 
attack began- The night had 
been quiet, residents said, al- 
though they still all slept in their 
cellars. “We heard that Moscow 
ann ounced an end to air strikes 
but the planes bombed apm 
yesterday and today, just look 
what happened,” said one Russ- 
ian woman pointing at the crater 

and shrapnel marks gouged m 
the side of the building. 

“It was a deception. Theyde- 
ceive us every time,” she added. 

This time,’ only one man was 


slightly wounded, but m the next 
courtyard where a second mor- 
tar fell, an old woman was 
killed outright and a one-year- 
old baby, hit in the head by 
shrapnel, had been taken to the 
hospital, residents said. 

The elderly victim lay in the 
cellar under white sheets as 
neighbours gathered to dig an- 
other grave. The garden of an 
abandoned psychiatric hospital 
was being turned into a ceme- 
tery for the dozens who had 
been killed, one woman said. 

“We buried five people in a 
single grave,” said Khesir 
Dzhapkayev, a telephone engi- 
neer. He just escaped injury this 
rime, bolting into the cellar 
where his famify of four children 
and his mother were sheltering. 

Some 20 to 30 people were 
in the bunker, a dark warren of 
nooks and crannies. People 
ducked underwater pipes, fight- 
ing their way with matches. Mr 
Dzhapkayev’s paralysed moth- 


er lay on the earthen floor on 
a mattress in a tiny pantry. 

“This is the third time we 
have had to live down here. It 
is an absolute nightmare." he 
said, shaking from the strain. 
“This is not even safe - how do 
I know it will not be hit with a 
penetration bomb?" 

The fear is real Less than a 
block away a penetration bomb 
had torn through every floor of 
an apartment building, blasting 
right down into the cellar. 

The only people left in Cher- 
norechiye are, as in the early 
days of the war, the old, the in- 
firm and many Russians who, 
unlike the Chechens, have no 
family network to help them. 

Chechen refugees were still 
pouring out of tins district, dri- 
ving along the tram lines, cross- 
ing two dangerously precarious 
bridges over the Sunzha River, 
half patched up since they were 
destroyed in the first battle. 

Families with small children 


and old women scrambled 
down a muddy bank as the 
men frantically pushed cars 
along the rails. Mortars had 
landed in the field beside them 
minutes before. A grandmoth- 
er collapsed, her family in tears. 

The sound of heavy artillery 
explosions rolled across from 
the centre of the city every five 
or 10 minutes - less intensive 
than in recent days, but still 
more or less constant. 

A silent procession followed: 
a young man carrying a wound- 
ed, retarded boy and a group 
bearing a woman on a mattress; 
who was unconscious, her lace 
marked by shrapnel. 

Behind them the sky was 
black from four fires burning in 
the western district where 
Grozny’s oil refinery appears 
completely destroyed. 

The Chechen fighters mean- 
while, who have the run of the 
district, said they would demand 

S ' Russia before easing up 
eir stranglehold on Russian 
positions. “The war will not end 
until their troops leave,” said 
Aslan, 21 , as he walked back 
from fighting in the centre. 


Bosnia set for imperfect poll 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 


The Bosnian elections uj a 
month's time will fell for short 
(if Western democratic stan- 
dards, United States officials 
said yesterday, as iheSecretaty 
of State Warren Christopher 
conferred wilh Nato awhte 

and military leaders m Brussels. 
But the Nato Secretary; 

GcneraLJawerSoIan^str^ 
how much had been adueved m 
the past eight months, smee the 
Nato-Ied peace implementa- 

tiol foroeO^r) moved into 
the war-torn country. 

A State Department 
spokesman. Nicholas Bur*s 
said: ‘These arenotgomgtol* 
pristine conditions 

> elections. This «s not grang to 

look like a town m Ge^rty OT 

France ... on election aay. 
We're not going to 
conditions in the next - 1 da ys . 
came as toe 


ground forces in Bosnia, Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Michael 
Wfelker, helped defuse a con- 
frontation with the Bosnian 
Serbs who had refused to allow 
Nato troops to inspect part of 
a heavy weapons storage site as 
they were entitled to do under 
the Dayton peace agreement 
Dr Solana and General 
George Jouhvan, Nato’s Sup- 
reme Allied Commander Eu- 
rope, bad visited the B o sn ia n 
Sex? capital of Pale on Monday 
afternoon to secure formal 
agreement that the snecouHbe 
. d.t* oo cn nften han- 


rjfuuuuua mi „ j. 

The admission came as the 
commander of the Nato-led 


inspected out, - 

pens in Bosnia, it took time 
the agreement to filter down to 
the commanders on the ground, 
and a Nato source m Sarajevo 
said it “came as a surprise to 
many Serb leaders. 

Early yesterday morning 
General Walker took the pew 

Bosnian Serb Prasd™ 1 ’ 

Plavsic, in a ^ 

arms site at Han ftgsak, -^' 

miles east of Sarajevo, where the 


Bosnian Serbs had refused to 
allow Nato inspection teams ac- 
cess on Monday. Nato officials 
said the move was, in part, to 
lest the influence of Dr Plavsic, 
who replaced the indicted war- 
crimes suspect Radovan Kar- 
adzic as President. General 
Wker returned to Sarajevo late 
yesterday morning, after com- 
pleting the inspection. 

Mr Christopher met Dr 
Solana and General Joulwan in 
Brussels, to discuss the support 
I-For mig ht provide for the 
forthcoming elections which 
aim to create common institu- 
tions for the whole of Bosnia, 
above the two “entities" - the 
Muslim-Groat Federation and 
the RepufaQca Srpska. Although 
the Dayton peace agreement 
aiinq tO piaiTUam a_ unified, 

multi-ethnic Bosnia, in reality 
Bosnia is now firmly parti- 
tioned. The three factions have 
consistently tried to deter 
Bosnia's hundreds of thousands 

of refugees from voting iu then- 


places of origin, as Dayton 
allows them to._ 

Mr Burns said Mr Christo- 
pher would discuss this with the 
Presidents of Bosnia, Serbia 
and Croatia in (geneva today, 
along wife fee harassment of the 
media and fee failure of local 
authorities in Bosnia and the 
governments of neighbouring 
states lo hand over indicted war 
criminals for trial in the Hague. 

Having completed fee hand- 
over of large areas under the 
Dayton agreement and sepa- 
rated the armed forces of fee 
former protagonists, I-For’s 
50,000 troops are now primar- 
ily concerned wife creating fee 
best possible conditions for the 
elections. This indudes opening 
up roads and “creating fee 
environment” in urban areas. 

Some 2,000 monitors from 
the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
and other international organ- 
isations are eiqpected to oversee 
the elections. 
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Powell rallies 


the troops 


against Clinton 


RUPERT CORNWELL 

San Diego 


Their image of moderation and 
compassion burnished by a 
bravura performance from re- 
luctant megastar Colin Powell, 

the Republicans last night 
turned their fire on President 
BQl Clinton, all the while strain- 


THE US 

EilMaitLM 

I Cl rnTiniic _T7 __ I 


ing to play down the reputation 
for intolerance that has cost 


for intolerance that has cost 
them so dear in recent months. 

Halfway through its nomi- 
nating convention the party 
has. by common consent, large- 
ly succeeded in its key objective 
uf banishing memories of the 
1992 gathering to Houston, 
whose harsh and divisive tone 
contributed to the downfall of 
George Bush. San Diego , by 
contrast, has been sweetness 
and light, epitomised by Gen- 
eral PoweO on Monday evening. 

Winding up an emotional 
pageant of ex-presidents and a 
tearful tribute by Nancy Reagan 
to her husband, incapacitated by 
Alzheimer's disease, Gen Pow- 
ell insisted the Republicans 
were the pro-growth party, ded- 
icated to a strong upright and 
prosperous America. “But let us 
□ever step back from compas- 
sion." he declared, "we must be 
Him, but we must also be fair.” 

Nor did he flinch from airing 
his differences with the stri- 
dently conservative party plat- 
form on abortion and job 
quotas. "You all know that I be- 
lieve in a woman’s right to 
choose and I strongly support 


affirmative action," he insisted 
to a mixture of cheers and 
boos. But, he added to thun- 
derous applause, the party was 
“big enough to disagree on in- 
dividual issues," while working 


Dole who will be formally 
anointed by tonight's tradi- 
tional rail-cat] vote of the states, 
and his veiled criticism of Mr 
din ton's leadership. 

Also banished thus far - in- 
sofar as possible - are the hard- 
er edges of the Republican 
Revolution of 1994, symbol- 


ised by the House Speaker, 
Newt Gingrich, now the least 
popular national politician in 
America. Though he is perma- 
nent chairman of the convention 



Bush: ‘Brolsan-tieaitmr about 
‘demeaned* White House 


together to propel Bob Dole to 
the White House. 

That was exactly what the 
conference organisers wanted 
from the four-star general and 
former Joint Chiefs chairman, 
whose precise role at the con- 
vention had been in some doubt 
after his refusal to enter a 1996 
presidential race many thought 
he could win. So too was his en- 
thusiastic endorsement of Mr 


oent chairman ot the convention 
and was a speaker Last night, Mr 
Gingrich has scarcely been in ev- 
idence here. 

Nor has Ralph Reed, direc- 
tor of the Christian Coalition 
and leading spokesman for the 
religious right, which played a 
key role in the Republican re- 
capture of Congress two years 
ago. Meanwhile, Pat Buchanan, 
ngh t-mng scourge of Mr Dole 
during the primaries and the 
dark prince of Houston 1992, 
has folEDed his appointed role 
of being seen but not heard. 

After his written endorse- 
ment of the Dole/Kemp ticket 
on Monday, Mr Buchanan 
emerged on the convention 
floor to feten to Gen Powell, but 
saying nothing that would rock 
the Dole boat as the candidate 
struggles to erase Mr Clinton's 
commanding lead in the polls. 

Instead, just as the organis- 
ers intended, the 12,000-strong 
media contingent in San Diego 
has been denied a whiff of real 
controversy. Instead, the coun- 
try has been presented with a 



Megastar: Gen FoweU at the San Diego convention, rallying the Republicans and also attempting to play down their reputation for intolerance 


brisk and seamless production 
stressing party unity, tailored 
not for the 2,000 predominantly 
conservative delegates in the 
hall but the millions watching 
proceedings at home. “Better 
dull than divisive," the New 
Ybrk Times wrote of the guiding 
strategy of the convention. 

Even the abuse expected to 
be heaped on President Clinton 
last night, on topics from his al- 


leged character defects to issues 
like health care, crime and the 
economy, was unlikely to 


change that judgement The 
coveted job of delivering the 


the night has been entrusted to 
tiie 38-year-old New York Con- 
gresswoman Susan Molinari, a 
self-described “perky blonde" 
who symbolises the moderate 
suburban woman who has been 


abandoning the party in droves 
because of its. harsh line on 
abortion and other social issues. 

Ms Molinari, mother of a 
three-month-old daughter, is 
one of the party's brightest ris- 
ing stars. She is everything- Mr 
Dole is not - naturally telegenic, 
constantly smiling, in touch 
with youth culture, even a con- 
fessed “experimenter" with 
marijuana. Though pro-choice, 


she was expected to skirt the 
abortion issue, foaiang on tax- 
es and the economy. 

Earlier on Monday, two ex- 
presidents delivered harsh crit- 
icism of Mr Clinton. Gerald 
Ford recalled his self-depre- 
cating line upon being thrown 
into the presidency in 1974, that 
he was “a Ford, not a Lincoln" 
but described the current in- 
cumbent as “a convertible 


Dodge”. Then Mr Bush 
spoke of his “heartbreak” at 
how the White House had 
been “demeaned" since he 
left office, and paid glowing 
tribute to his wife, Barbara, 
“the mast popular woman in 
the USA” - a pointed refer- 
ence to Hillaiv Clinton, de- 
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cidedly unpopular and at the 
centre of endless Whitewater- 
related controversy. 


Republicans still in Reagan thrall as Nancy steals the show 


RUPERT CORNWELL 


She was dressed in white. She 
looked as idly coquettish as 
when she ruled me White 
House, but this time emanated 
nothing but dignity and tragedy. 
She spoke for a bare three 
minutes or so, yet she managed 
to steal the show from Colin 
Powell. Such was the feat of 
Nancy Reagan on Monday 


evening. Such, more appositely, 
is the enduring hold of her hus- 
band on the collective imagina- 
tion of the Republican party. 

Ronald Reagan, of course, 
couldn’t be there - prevented by 
Alzheimer's disease from at- 
tending even his own 85tii birth- 
day party last February. Mrs 
Reagan gave no details of his 
condition other than to speak 
of the “terrible pain and lone- 


liness” of “this veiylong good- 
bye” caused by the ulness which 
destroys memory. But, in the in- 
stitutional memory of the Re- 
publican party he will never die. 
There will be no goodbye. 

First, the 2,000 delegates sat 
in adoring silence and savoured 
a short video thaj^preceded 
Mis Reagan’s appearance. TWo 
giant screens benindThie podi- 
um recalled the triumphs of the 


Reagan years, from the surge in 
the economy to the terminal de- 
cline of Communism. SkflfuUy 
rt grafted cm to that sun-dappled 
mythical America of the 1980s, 
the more chastened Republi- 
canism of tiurmid 1990s. Hen- 
ry Kissinger and Lee, Iacocca 
were' hauled from thd party’s 
Whallato smg his praises -but 
there too was JadSKemp, pre- 


rge in nomics, and now Bob Dole's 
al de- vice-presidential nominee. 
Ifully No matter that Kemp has his 

ppled differences with Dole - a tari- 
980s, torn antithesis of Reagan who 
nibli- is driven by doubts not certainty, 
Hen- and who couldn’t act if his life 
»cca depended on it - nor that Rea- 
arty’s gan’s legacy of massive deficits 
-buL^and growing disparity between 
,pre- ~'ri£fr and poor has had its de- 


nudes. Far more important, 
Kemp is Reaganism's modem 

embodiment supply-skier, tax- 
cutter, and first last and fore- 
most, an incurable optimist 
Then name Nancy, and even 


were inu^mflm«Uly wyinfethexr 
eyes. Tb" utfcrjalenpo; 


sent at the creation of Reaga- tractors, even in Republican 


Ronnie stood before you end 
spoke at what he said might be 


his last Republican conven- 
tion”. Her voice broke and her 
face brimmed with tears: “Sad- 
ly his words were too prophet- 
ic” Bnt even now, his ^rint was 
very strong, as. was “his never 
faflmg belie fin tEt^jiffigth and 

~ J-kfike thcYbiiflr actress she 

‘ isjvfo Reagan knows when an- 
other’s words are better than 
her own, and she quoted from 


his 1992 valedictory address in 
Houston: "Whatever else his- 
tory may say about me when I'm 
gone, I hope It will record that 
1 appealed to your best hopes, 
not your worst fears, to your 
confidence, rather than your 
doubts.” He did. And because 
he matte them feel better about 
themselves, they loved him. 
Last night proved they still do. 

Reagan legacy, Section TWo 
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Reform Party tied 
to the Perot name 


TIM CORNWELL 

San Diego 


If the Reform Party is ever to 
walk on its own legs, says an aide 
to former Governor' Dick 
Lamm, “It can't be carried 
around by Ross Perot”. 

But this coming Sunday, It is 
widely assumed, the party’s 
supporters will do the obvious 



presidential candidate. Mr 
Lamm, a three-term Democrat 
Governor of Colorado, and 
now a university professor, 
stood for the Reform nomina- 
tion six weeks ago. As votes 
were counted this week, he 
was campai gning from his home 
in the state the only way he can 
afford, via back-to-back ap- 
pearances on radio talk shows. 

A Lamm spokesman, Eric 
Anderson, painted a picture of 
the Reform Party as a young po- 
litic mcrvememajffering from 
growing pains and "a certain 
amount of chaos”, it appeals to 
a huge group of middie-class 
Americans who are alienated by 
the two-party system, aides 
claim. But for all hs Claims to 
be an independent third force, 
the party is tied financially and 
spiritually to the Perot name. 
Top functionaries are not only 


veterans of the Perot effort in 
1992 but, in many cases, are 
long-time personal aides. The 
bill for the Reform Party’s gath- 
ering in Long Beach last week- 
end, a second meeting set for 
Pennsylvania on Sunday, and 
the price of sending ballots to 
more than 1 million people 
has run to more than S6m 
(£4m) - paid for by Mr Perot’s 
office in Dallas. Mr Lamm has 
accused him of treating the 
Reform Party as a “wholly own- 
ed subsidiary”. It ts tough, he 
has said, running against a bil- 
lionaire who “makes up the 
rules ... as he goes along". 

The California Reform Party, 
at least, has achieved some 
independence in a state where 
Mr Perot’s support is relatively 
strong; Its 27-year-old chairman 
Michael Farris, an oceanogra- 
phic researcher in Los Angeles, 
said the local party had raised 
S 150,000 in donations, enough 
to finance three regional offices, 
and takes no money from Dal- 
las. But it also, he said, had a 
“very, very good working rela- 
tionship’' with the local Perot 
Reform Committee, a separate 
group fended by Mr Perot, 

Mr Perot’s dnve to launch a 

third party in the US has pm the 
Reform fickei cm the November 
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ballot in 34 of the 50 states so 
far. But the Perot camp has not 
released any verifiable mem- i 
beiship numbers. The voting 
forms this week were sent to 
people who had signed the 
petitions required by law to get 
the party on the ballot. They are 
not paying members, and in an 
earlier survey only about 5 per 
cent -50,000 people - bothered 
to reply. TWo- thirds indicated a 
preference for Mr Perot 
Mr Lamm has made a pro- . 
Sessional play for the Reform 
nomination. His demand for 
barriers to new immigration, on 
the basis that S3 per cent of 
Americans are opposed to it 
plays well with Perotistas who 
analysts say are increasingly 
young,, blue collar, and discon- 
tented, and it drew loud cheers 
in Long Beach. But his name is 
virtually unknown across the 
country. Based on his 18.9 per 
cent share of the vote in 1992, 
if Mr Perot runs he will have 
access to up to $30m in public 
money, an alarming prospect for 
Republicans. It us unclear 
whether Mr Lamm, if he won, 
would have any legal claim to 
the cash. To underwrite his 
shoestring campaign, be has {ft 
already taken out a $30,000 
mortgage on fus home. 
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Patriot game played to win 


Buy any two N°7 Lasting Iipcolours and get a third free 
£4.25 EACH £8.50 FOR THREE. 



Offer available in most Boots stores from 7th August until 3rd September 1996. 
Subject to availability. 


Someone Cares 


T he faithful at the Republican 
National Convention wear 
their patriotism on their sleeves 
- and on their heads, chests, and 
legs. See the Unde Sam hats 
sprouting trunks and floppy 
ears, in honour of the Grand 
Old Party’s elephant mascot 
Marvel at thesequinned waist- 
coats is red, white and blue. 
Gaze in wonder at the Stars and 
Stripes ties and trousers. 

You would think you’d stum- 
bled into a giant fency dress par- 
ty. But no one is laughing They 
mean it They really love then- 
country. No one mote than Mary 
Eckert of Columbus, Ohio, who 
beat off 100 other candidates for 
tiie honour of leading the crowd 
in the Pledge of Allegiance at the 
convention’s opening ceremony 
on Monday. Draped in the 
national coknas, she wore a bii- 
knving flag for a skirt. “I was 

steeped m patriotism when 1 was 


S an Diego Diary 


growing up,” says Ms Eckert 
“My family taught me never to 
pot anything on top of the Bible 
and never to let the flag touch the 
ground.” Are yon listening, 
Mkhael PortiBo? 


R alph Reed, the director of 
the Christian Coalition, has 


r\the Christian Coalition, has 
been malting his presence felt, 
it was his people who cowed 
Bob Dole into changing the 
wording of an official conven- 
tion document which initially 
advocated tolerance towards 
the pro-choke Powell camp. It 
was they who led the witch-hunt 
against the pro-choice governors 
of California, Massachusetts 
and New York, successfully 
removing them from the roster 
of convention speakers. 


Why is Mir Reed so powerful? 
Because his militan t^ are the 
best fund-raisers and election 
campaigners the Republicans 
have. So they have to give Him 
what he wants. But Mr Reed is 
an honourable man, so he went 
before the television cameras 
and quite properly declared 
that the party was united and 
that Mr Dole’s tax cuts would be 
great and that there was so 
much electricity on the con- 
vention floor “you could pow- 
er the West Coast for a week". 
So this meant, a reporter asked, 
that he was endorsing the Dole- 
Kemp ticket, right? “Oh no,” he ■ 
said, stocked. “The Christ ian 
Coalition is an issues oiganisa-' 
tion._ We are going to be", 
distributing non-partisan 
election guidelines but, no. we . 
will not endorse Bob Dole.” 


John Carlin 
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NATWEST TROPHY SEMI-FINALS: Lancashire bowler proves a thorn to White Rose as Australian ends Surrey's treble dream 

Austin drives out Yorkshire 
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DEREK PRINGl P 

reports from Old Trafford 
Lancashire 293-9 
\brkshire 274-8 
Lancashire win by 19 runs 


A helicopter may have been 
waiting to take Michael Bevan 
to Heathrow, but it was the Aus- 
tralian's whirring bat which held 
Yorkshire's flight plans to Lord’s. 
Had it prevailed, h would have 
Sheen the White Rose county's 
second visit there in a decade. In- 
stead, Lancashire make it their 
second of the season, a fitting tes- 
tament to a well-driUed side 
not afraid to improvise when the 
moment dictates. 

Once again it was the crucial 
accuracy and verve of that un- 
sung hero Ian Austin, whose 
three wickets m nine balls - in- 
cluding that of Bevan, earned 
him the man of the match 
award from the adjudicator, 
John Lever. His spell, at a cru- 
cial stage of the inning *;, effec- 
tively snuffed out Yorkshire's 
mounting challenge despite a 
late rally from Darren Gough 
and Richard Blakey, who added 
75 to give renewed but false 
hope to the wearying legions of 
Yorkshire fans. 

Not that Bevan need feel the 
' (lightest pang of remorse at 
' leaving his county for a training 
camp in Australia. His 85 was 
a noble offering to a cause that 
fell under the pressure Lan- 
cashire were -able to exert with 
home advantage on a dusty, 
turning pitch behind them. : 

It has been a vintage year for 
Roses one-day encounters. 
With Lbe earlier Benson and 
Hedges semi-final here going to 
the wire, yesterday's win by the 
sizeable margin of 19 runs no 
doubt prevented another out- 
break of kittens from the home 
supporters, whose team have 
not been beaten at Old Halford 
in knockout competition since 
1987. 

After winning the toss and 
scoring 293 in their 60 oveis, the 
home side were always likely to 
be early favourites on a used 
( * pitch which dusted up as the 
)game progressed. Lancashire, 
whose much-vaunted length of 
their batting line-up is a con- 
stant source of comfort to their 
gung-ho approach to one-day 
cricket, faltered at the start of 
their innings. 

Indeed, had the Yorkshire 
m plain, David Byas, been able 
to catch, the home side would 
have been in some bother, and 
he twice reprieved Atherton at 
second slip before the batsman 
had made three. The England 
captain, who eventually made 
18. struggled throughout his 
6oWl stay, and his scratchy 
form yesterday was due more to 
mental fatigue than any search- 
ing brilliance on the part of 
Yorkshire’s new ball attack, 
though Darren Gough bowled 



Jason Gallian, the Lancashire batsman, is run out after scoring 19 by the Yorkshire bowler Darren Gough, as his team-mate Craig White looks on In 
the Natwest Trophy semi-final at Old Trafford yesterday. Lancashire wiH meet Essex, victors over Surrey^ in the final Photograph: Peter Jay 


more than one useful delivery, 
hurrying both openers with his 
customary bustle. 

Atherton's mental fatigue, 
highlights the fact that county 
cricket must be the only sport 
daft enough to compromise its 
leading players by haring the 
semi-finals of its longest estab- 
lished knock-out competition 
the day after a gruellmg Test 
match: a point the Acfield report 
has already made in its review 
of English cricket. Yet, if re- 
media] action is to be taken in 
order to maintain standards 


and levels of intrigue among Test 
players in games such as this, 
then the counties - who get to 
vole cm the report's findings next 
Tuesday-must dismiss the self- 
interest of a crammed fixture lisL 
Mind you, with their side slid- 
ing to 52 for 3, nobody would 
have minded had the Lan- 
cashire batsmen indulged in a 
period of self-interest, particu- 
larly after Nefl Fairbrother's de- 
parture for a second-ball 
nought. Haring seen Richard 
Slemp turn several bails quite 
sharply, including the one that 


dismissed Atherton, Fairbroih- 
er was determined to dictate 
terms from the outset. Unfor- 
tunately, his attempted loft 
over long-on bad to be dragged 
wider as the left-arm spinner 
spotted his advance ana Tony 
McGrath look the first of three 
successful catches in the deep. 

But if Fairbrother's departure 
left the majority contingent in 

in disbefieL^f muleness’did 
not last long. With an aggressive 
Graham Lloyd joining an al- 
ready fluent John Crawley - 


brimming with a crisp confi- 
dence after his prosperous re- 
turn to the England side at 
HeadingJey - shouts of “Oh 
Lancy Lancy” soon returned. 

Lloyd, in particular, refused 
to be ’cowed by the situation, 
several limes employing what 
can only be described as a re- 
verse cow shot to combat 
Siemp’s forays from over the 
wicket. However, he, too, bene- 
fitted from a dropped catch - 
one of two easy chances Mc- 
Grath put down - when he was 
35; a miss McGrath's own fine 


innings of 34 could not quite 
compensate for. With Crawley 
not slouching either, the pair put 
on 145 in 17 overs before Craw- 
ley, trying to launch a long-hop 
from Bevan into the crowd at 
square leg. perished to the best 
of McGrath's catches. 

Lloyd's departure two overs 
later, for 81, would have seen 
most teams' momentum slow. 
Not Lancashire, though, whose 
last four wickets added SI runs 
over the last 10 overs. Truly a 
team effort from a team ready 
for all onc-dav occasions. 


Good-bye 

battery 


Law gives Essex a final send-off 


wit 


DAVID LLEWELLYN 

sports from The Oval 

Surrey 275-5; Effi®27fr6 

Essex win by 4 wickets 

And then there were two - ti- 
tles left for Surrey towjn that 
> Their dreams of a treble were 
ortinqhed to smithereens, ham- 
S tort pvtsof Tie Oy*l 

Erst by the prolific Australian 

Swhis country needs him for 
[he tour of Sri Lanka later this 
Sooth, thus robbmgEssexsup- 
Sjrtera of him for the final on 

Srsi-sTg 




line-up after a last minute 

change to the regulations by the 

Tfesl and County Cricket Board 
permitting a substitute to take 
the field should the tie spin over 
into today. 

Law flew home last night for 
a pre-tour squad get-together, 
so if he showed indecent haste 
at times on his way to it was un- 
derstandable, after all he did 
have a plane to catch, and Es- 
sex a final to reach. They did 
so with something to spare but 
not without a few alarms on the 
way. Surrey’s bowlers had been 

r t-hf* haillr nf the 


cssamims?*. “ — — 

detract from some superlative 
barring from Law. Successive 
hundreds from the Australian 
in the previous two rounds were 
topped by a 44-ball 53 yester- 
day, which provided a perfect in- 
jection of pace to complement 


the foundations laid by Gooch's 
two and a half hour innings. 

Gooch and Law compiled a 
vital third-wicket stand of 96, 
taking advantage of wayward 
line and length by the Surrey at- 
tack. When Law fell to a fine 
catch fay his fellow countryman 
Brendan Julian out in the deep 
he had caused more than an 
hour of mayhem. It was Julian 
who sent a few hearts fluttering 
into Essex mouths when he 
later struck with two wickets in 
an over to dismiss the captain, 
Paul Prichard, and Dairen 
Robinson, Gooch, the rock of 
the innings having been levered 
out Chris Lewis after 1 15 balls. 

But Irani, who reached a de- 
served fifty with the winning hit 
and Rollins did not panic They 
knew they had plenty of time in 
which to pass the Surrey lotaL 
The light was not great, but nor, 


in all honesty was the bowling 
and while not a doddle, h was 
hardly taxing. 

The early morning condi- 
tions had certainly not been ide- 
al for batting so Surrey were at 
a disadvantage from the off af- 
ter losing the loss. But the Es- 
sex bowlers produced model 
performances as well, giving the 
much- vaunted Surrey stroke- 
makers little room for ma- 
noeuvre let alone extravagance. 

The captain, Alec Stewart, was 
die honourable exception. He 
was there from the start and 
when the hwiing s finished was 
still on the bridge for an un- 
beaten 125. But there was 
precious little support from the 
rest of his crew in the Surrey arid- 
die order, which saw Nadeem 
Sbahidpromoted ahead of Eng- 
land’s Graham Thorpe to come 
m first wicket down. 


Neither batsman fared well 
enough for the change to be jus- 
tified and the only thing that 
gave the Surrey innings any 
semblance of adequacy was the 
sixth-wicket flourish in a little 
more than six overs between 
Stewart and Lewis. The England 
all-rounder looked awesome as 
he thumped three axes in the 29 
balls he faced as he and his Test 
team-mate knocked off an un- 
broken 61 between them. 

There were one or two heat- 
ed moments in the Surrey in- 
nings, notably when Adam 
HoUioake stood, possibly in 
disbelief when Law took a fine 
catch out in the deep. The 
batsman eventually departed, al- 
beit reluctantly. Stewart later 
took exception to a delivery re- 
sembling a beamer from Mark 
Ilott for which the left-arm 
paceman was no-bailed Holt in- 
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Alec Stewart reaches his 
100 at The Oval yesterday 

dialed his apology hut Stewart 
appeared to be unappeased. 
The Surrey innings fay then was 
drawing to a close. At the end 
Sicwan ran off having hit two 
sixes and nine fours in’his three 
hour 45-minute innings. 


I NDEPE ND E NT . FANTA SY FOOTBALL 

- Seepage 10 to register 


Welcome to the future: Seiko Kinetic®, the first 
quartz watch that turns your movement into 
power. Every move you make is converted into 
electrical impulses by a tiny built-in powerhouse. 
Ecological, reliable and efficient wear it one day 
to gain energy for at least two weeks. Wear it 
daily - it will run continually. Made of titanium: 
light, yet strong and kind to your skin. 20 bar 
water resistant. One-way rotating bezel and 
screw lock crown. Seiko Kinetic - it’s built to last 
S°"Midk*y aU watches, wffl be made this way. 

SEIKO 

KINETIC 

Seiko Wnetic at htfo://www^efkcworp-co.Jp 






2 sport 

Rough diamond as the Expos and Astros wade in for the hrawl of Montreal 






A bench-dearing fight that lasted for 10 minutes broke out between the Montreal Expos and Houston Astros in a National League game on Monday night Five players were ejected along with Houston's manager, Terry Collins, 

his lip cut by a thrown helmet. The trouble began when an Expos batter was hit by a pitch. Montreal’s Jeff Juden a ttemp ts to deliver a “homer” to the Astros’ John Gangelosi (right) ' Invasion of the sJugfest, page 3; pnotograpn, neuter 


Christie faces his last big challenge 


Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


Despite its status as the most lu- 
crative grand prix event on the 
circuit, with a budget of S6m 
| £3.7m) today's Zurich Grand 
Prix has proved to be a meeting 
too for for a battered and weaiy 
band of Olympic champions. 

Injuries mean that Michael 
Johnson (200/40l)metres), 
Nourcddine Mnrceli (1500m), 
and Jan Zcleoiy (javelin ) are all 
missing out on potential for- 
tunes: Allen Johnson (110m 
hurdles) and Venuste Niy- 
ongabo i5,0U0m) are doubtful. 

But the Weltklussc’s tradition 
of excellence, and the football- 
style ferv our of the Letzigrund 
Stadium spectators, will ensure 
that there will be sufficient per- 
formances of quality to main- 
tain the meeting's good name. 

If there is an athlete to whom 


tonight means more than Linford 
Christie, it is hard to think of one. 
Zurich has always been the place 
where the Briton has made a 
point -whether it has been in de- 
feating the leading Americans, or 
- as last year - in gaining revenge 
over the man who had taken his 
world 1 00m title two weeks ear- 
lier. Donovan Bailey. 

Now Bailey has annexed the 
36-ycar-old Briton's Olympic ti- 
tle as well. Christie's disqualifi- 
cation hum the OfyTnpic final for 
two false starts means we will 
never know how close he might 
have got to the man who went 
on the lower the world record to 
9.S4sec. On all the evidence, it 
would not have been very dose. 

But, as Christie said after 
making his final appearance at 
Crystal Palace on Sunday, -you 
never know with me." He will 
have all the motivation in the 
world tonight as he goes to the 
line with Bailev'and Ato 


Bcldon, the Atlanta bronze 
medallist who accused him of 
putting his opponents off by re- 
fusing to go quietly when he was 
disqualified. It looks like the last 
big challenge of his career. 

Jonathan Edwards, who was 
unable to jump further than 
16.95m at Crystal Palace, is 
seeking a performance of a dif- 
ferent order as he prepares to 
take on the man who deprived 
him of the Olympic triple jump 
title, Kenny Harrison. But his 
body is clearly registering end- 
of-scason weariness. 

'Tm pleading with ft to let me 
perform," said Edwards, who 
faces the American twice in the 
next six days. “Part of me says 
rest for the next three months 
and then start training for the 
WvkJ Championships nest year. 
But 1 hope this will kick-start the 
rest of my season. If a head-to- 
head with Harrison doesn’t get 
me fired up, nothing will." 


Victory would keep Edwards 
in contention for a share of the 
£1 60,000-worth of gold bars on 
offer for sucoess in all the “Gold- 
en Four" meeting! The Atlanta 
silver medallist ras already won 
in Oslo and plans to compete in 
the r emaining two designated 
meetings -Brussels and Berlin. 

He is also in the naming for 
a big pay day at next month's 
grand prix final in Milan. “Every 
top athlete wants to win in 
Zurich, the biggest of the one- 

day meetings," Edwards said. “It 
would go some way to redress- 
ing the balance for me. But 
whatever happens Kenny has 
the one that really matters. 

“What would probably please 
more than any financial re- 
ward would be to jump 18 me- 
tres again. It would be 
frustrating if I didn't do that this 
season." Edwards will take on 
Harrison again on home ground 
at Gateshead on Monday. • 


Johnson’s absence from the 
400m with a hamstring injury of- 
fers Roger Black, silver medal- 
list behind him in Atlanta, the 
rare opportunity of a Wei tklasse 
victory. Black, the British record- 
holder at 4437sec, would kjve to 
find the extra stride to threaten 
Thomas SchGnlebe’s nine-year- 
old European best of 4433. But 
be will have his work cut out to 
beat Mark Richardson, who 
looked more like a man at the 
peak of his form in defeating him 
over 300m at Crystal Palace. 

Richardson, with a best of 
44.52, failed to earn an indi- 
vidual 400m place after suffer- 
ing from food poisoning before 
Britain's Olympic trials. “I am 
convinced I would have featured 
in Atlanta," said Richardson, 
who won a silver in the relay 
team. “But that’s in the pasL I 
have to concentrate now on 
Roger’s record." 

The race of the night could 


be in the SOOm where the 
Kenyan-born adopted Dane 
Wilson JGpketer, who missed 
out on the Games, continues his 
pursuit of Seb Coe’s 15-year-old 
world record against gold 
medallist Vebjoru RodaL 

The organisers said Michael 
Johnson would miss the Weltk- 
lasse meeting because of the 
knee injury he incurred in com- 
pleting his Olympic double on 
Atlanta’s fast but unforgjving- 
fy hard track: Morceli will also 
be absent because he is still 
struggling with a problem with 
his ankle which was spiked dur- 
ing his Olympic victory. 

Zelezny has withdrawn be- 
cause his throwing arm is hurt- 
ing after a trial for the Atlanta 
Braves baseball team last week. 
There are also questions oyer 
Allen Johnson, who is suffering 
with a wisdom tooth, and Bu- 
rundi's Niyongabo who has a 
back problem. • 


Larder picks 
enthusiasm 
over Offiah 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFJEW 


Great Britain will tour Papua 
New Guinea. Fiji and New 
Zealand this autumn without 
Martin ODiah. who has been left 
out because of his lack of en- 
thusiasm tor the enterprise. 
Offiall. who signed for both the 
London Broncos and Bedford 
Rugby Union club two weeks 
ago. will how be free to pursue 
his resumed career in union, 
rather than joining (he 52-man 
party mi tour. 

"Although he still has the 
ability he has not got the en- 
thusiasm for a six-week lour." 
the Great Britain coach. Phil 
Larder, sjiid. “It s very important 
llial oven one selected should be 
committed and enthusiastic." 

Offiah himself said: “1 toured 
in I*»SS. l‘Wn and 1992 and me 
not going this time gives a 
younger lad a chance he might 
not have otherwise got. 1 also 
have aspirations elsewhere, and 
the fact thai there is no Aus- 
tralian leg at the end of the lour 
played a part. PhiJ understood 
and seemed happy with mv es- 
pl.-mation. But I explained to Itim 
I didn’t want to retire interna- 
tionally. I’ve gut three years 
with the Broncos and feel I've 
still got an international future 
in rugby league.” 

One player who Is both com- 
mitted and enthusiastic is Offi- 
ah’s London Broncos team- 
mate. Tulsen Tolictf. who has 
been picked despite spending all 
but the List few months of bis 
career in Australia. 

"He was horn in England, he 
h.LS English parents and English 
grandparents.” Larder said. 
"He is as English as I am.” 

Tolled, in his unmistakably 
Sydney accent, said that playing 
for the land of his hirth - 25 years 
ago in Hasting* - had been his 
ambition when he came to Eng- 
land. His form during (he Bron- 
cos’ surge towards a top four 


place in Super League justifies 
iiis selection and the other sur- 
prise choice. Sheffield's Keith Se- 
nior, has also earned his place. 

The players who can consid- 
er themselves unlucky to he left 
at home are the Bradford cen- 
tre. Matt CaJinnd. whose form 
Larder feels has tailed off in the 
second half of the season, the 
veteran prop Kari Harrison, 
and two gifted hookers. Paul 
Rowley of Halifax and 
Sheffield’s John Lawless. 

Instead. Larder has called up 
Lee Jackson, currently playing 
for the Newcastle Knights in 
Australia. Another voluntary ex- 
ile, the Auckland Warriors' De- 
nis Betts, is named as 
vice-captain to a player for 
whom be was a guiding influ- 
ence at Wigan, Andy Farrell. 
Britain’s youngest loiir captain 
leads a party that includes eight 
uncapped players. It also con- 
tains two players who are un- 
likely to play again this season. 
Neil Harmon, who is out of con- 
tract at Leeds, and lestyn Har- 
ris. who has been told to stay 
away by Warrington. 

The highlight of the itinerary 
is a programme of six matches, 
including three Tests, in New 
Zealand" There remains the 
possibility of lagging on a cou- 
ple ol Tests in Australia, ia the 
unlikely event that Super 
League there wins its appeal be- 
fore the end of this month. 
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Joy and despair for England 


Hockey 


BILL COLWILL 

reports from Vugftt, Netherlands 

England's Under-21 squads ex- 
perienced both triumph and dis- 
aster on the opening day of the 
Four Nations \folvo Masters 
tournament here yesterday with 
the women taking the honours 
in an entertaining 8-4 win 
against South Africa whilst the 
men suffered a humiliating 4-0 
defeat against Pakistan. 

A goal down after five min- 
utes. England never got to grips 
with the quick moving and dose 
passing of the Asian champions 
and did not seriously pose a 
threat to them. Indeed, only a 
series of brave saves by Jon Eb- 
sworth in the English' goal de- 
nied Pakistan further goals 


before a crunching tackle by 
Keith Reesby eight minutes 
into the second half conceded 
a penalty stroke and Pakistan's 
second goal. Two further goals 
came in the closing minutes. 

Jon Royce, the coach, ex- 
pressed his satisfaction with his 
defence even though they con- 
ceded four goals but was bitterly 
disappointed with the attack: “It 
was all buffs and puffs,” he 
said. “But then only Mark Feara 
will have played before against 
Pakistan with their unique style 
of stealing the ball.” 

In a game of fluctuating for- 
tunes England’s women played 
some brilliant attacking hock- 
ey mixed with some atrocious 
defending. They were two goals 
up inside the opening seven 
minutes, the first from the cap- 
tain. Lucy Newcombe, and tne 


second brilliantly taken try ] 
dy Miller from a through ] 


Pur- 
pass 

from Melanie Qewlow. South 
Africa, however, bounced back; 
taking advantage of some woe- 
ful defending, to score four 
goals in nine minutes. Although 
Qewlow and Sarah Blanks 
scored late in the half for a 
4-4 interval scoreline, the de- 
fence had looked so brittle that 
victory seemed far from certain. 

Helen Grant, a second-half 
substitute, put England ahead 
one minute after the interval and 
then deflected home a free hit 
from Qewlow for her second. 
England made sure of the win 
when Qewlow rammed home a 
penalty comer shot and New- 
combe collected her second 
The coach, Mary NevBL said: 
“I was delighted with our at- 
tacking play and our penalty 


comets but our defence had cme 
of tbase days. They have already 
bad a tailring to.” 

In contrast to the high scor- 
ing opening women's game the 
Dutch-German encounter pro- 
duced three open play goals, 
none of which took advantage 
of the “no offside" rule being 

n * ed in a tournament for the 
time. The Dutch won 2*1 

ENGLAND (bwo v Rtfds&K): J Ebvuortti (T** 1 - 
dneorttJB«iBMtt(CBnattMy),RTaddlH»- 
«« 0 SjOeM (EaaGmsswD. HCoBna East 
Gnnsead). K Rbwby (TaUrnffany-. s 
GnstMyk r 



UBOMpbcroup Students); C> 

town!: K TMpr Wdnd0a).v Knott 
Lscessefl. J Bteoon tOWxi); K Bowdm (BaJ- 

san laceneri. FQmiMri loBwne Sto* 

twits), L N— cotobo (H&BMn. cacc: 3 

Bbnfca (Balsam tAcassar), M Cla ntow (Carv- 
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Wales promote 
Williams to 
the senior side 


Rugby Union 


Martyn Wflliams has been re- 
warded for his impressive Stu- 
dents’ World Cup with 
promotion to the senior Wales 
ride for their match against 
the Barbarians at the National 
. Stadium, Cardiff, on 24 August. 

The 20-year-old Pontypridd 
flanker is the only newcomer 
to a team showing three 
changes from the ride which 
were overwhelmed 42-3 in the 
second Test against Australia in 
June. “Martyn has great po- 
tential and creative ability, the 
nose and hunger of a typical 
open-side flanker," Kevin 
Bowring, the Wiles coach, said. 

Williams is involved in a 
complete reshuffle of the bads 
row following Andrew Gibbs* Al- 
ness and will play at open-side 
flanker, allowing Steve Williams 
to revert to No 8 and Hemi Tay- 
lor to blind-ride duties. 

Leigh Davies, who missed the 
second Test with a shoulder in- 
jury, will pick up his seventh cap 
in the centre. He takes over 
from Gareth Thomas, who 
switches to the left wing in 
place of Simon Hill. 

The other change involves 
John Davies resuming at tight- 
head prop for his 30th interna- 
tional in place of Lyndon 
Mustoe, who is relegated to the 
bench. 

WdeswiQ be meeting the Bar- 
barians for the third time in their 
history - they were beaten 26-10 
in 1915 in an uncapped game 
and lost 3J-24 in 1990 in a 
capped fixture. 

Wales have refused to take 
Scott QuinneiTs strike over pay 
seriously even though he has re- 
fused to attend training and has 


not been selected for the squad. 
QuinneiTs agent, Mike Bur- 
ton, wants the Welsh Rugby 
Union to treat the former rug- 
by league star as a special case 
and increase the amount he is 
paid for appearances. But Jet# 
iy Cobner, the WRU director 
of rugby, is confident the dis- 
agreement can be resolved. 

Meanwhile, the Barbarians 
have announced a change in 
their line-up for Saturday’s 
Dunblane international against 
Scotland at Murrayfield. Mike 
Brewer, the New Zealand 
flanker, has withdrawn from the 
side and will be replaced by the 
Fijian Marika Gasima. The neW 
replacement is the former Scot- 
land flanker Dave Mclvor. 1 
Second Division Moseley 
have dismissed the former Eng- 
land centre, Barrie Corless, as 
their playing director. Cories, 
who had been in charge at Tire 
Reddings for only 17 months, 
has been replaced by the New 
Zealander Mark Anscombe 
who had previously coached Za 
Ireland j* 

Gloucester coaching director JlP 
Richard HIU, has signed the for- 
mer England Under-21 scruiri- 
half Simon Johnson from his old 
club, Bath. Johnson, now 23, re- 
cently returned from South 
Africa where he played in Eng- 
land's three games in the Stu- 
dents’ World Cup. 

■ The New Zealand wingdr 
Jeff Wilson and stand-off An- 
drew Mehrtens have been in- 
jured in training and are 
doubtful for the first of three 
Tests against South Africa in 
Durban on Saturday. Mehrtens 
has suffered a recurrence of -a 
knee injury while Wilson has 
hurt his right ankle. 1 
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Injured Taylor out 
of Sri Lanka tour 


Cricket 


Australia's captain, Mark Tay- 
lor, yesterday pulled out of the 
louring side' due to visit Sri 
Lanka later this month because 
of a back injury, as the status of 
the tour and the fitness of lead- 
ing spinner Shane Wame still 
remain in doubt 

Taylor has a lock injury, and 
his rale as captain is expected 
to be filled by wicketkeeper Ian 
Healv. with Steve Waugh the 
new vice-captain, should the 
tour go ahead. 

The Australian Cricket 
Brani b expected to make a de- 
rision on whether to take part 
in the two-week, four-nation 
tournament on Friday. The 
ACB's policy requires a marked 
improvement in safety condi- 
tions on the island as the 13-ycar 
civil war continues. 

Australia forfeited its World 
Cup opener in Colombo in 
February after a suicide bomb- 
ing killed 91 people and injured 
1.400 in the capital's main fi- 
nancial district. Two weeks ago, 
another 70 people died in a 
commuter train bombing on the 
outskirts of Colombo. 

Wamc's tour status is subject 


to a three-day fitness test on his 
injured finger in Brisbane lat- 
er this week. Leg-spinner 
Whrne required regular corti- 
sone injections last season and 
in late May had surgery around 
the knuckle on the fourth fin- 
ger of his right band. 

The Victoria stale captain has 
also just overcome a sore shoul- 
der, and Australia may not 
want to risk losing their leading 
attacking bowler with a five-Test 
series against the West Indies 
looming in November. 

■ Mike Gatting is set to return 
to lead Middlesex in their 
County Championship match 
against Worcestershire which 
starts at Lord's tomorrow, less 
than two weeks after the former 
England captain underwent 
knee surgery. 

Hampshire opener Jason 
Laney has been ruled out for the 
next three weeks after breaking 
a bone in his hand. Laney, 23, 
suffered the injury while bowl- 
ing in the nets. 

The Sussex all-rounder 
Robin Martin-Jenkins is suf- 
fering from glandular fever and 
will miss the rest of the season. 
The 20-year-old, son of jour- 
nalist and broadcaster Christo- 
pher, fell iU last month. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


NatWest Trophy 
Semi-finals 

One-day matches 

tancasWfg vlWuldn 

OU>nt*fVOMO:i 
rum. 

Lanc to Ww won w» 


0 Goutfi e Otapoie a Mann 


C E W Sifcvwood no: out 

Etf* *>4. nU23 — 
Total ffw 8. 60 onn|_ 


JO 


SG Lwc Man o Benjamin 

•P ) PncfttoU b JiAan 

H Own net cm 


-S3 


JER 

m A Atherton c d stamp 

j P Oawtov c UcGtoin b Btosn — 
N h Fa uu omw c Mc&atft b Stomp 
G DLkwd c fl to o mood BBman 

H vwwsan e Gowji D Hanlw — 

tw K Hrffi c Uctoth 0 

IDAuancByab<3ou0i 

G Ouopto nx out — 


llqrU 


J 9 


-IS 

.JBS 


Falfa 1-28. 2-34. 3110, 4- 19a 5-197. 6-197. 
7-272. a*?* 

DM not bate RD Stamp. 

aawBaC tfaan 12 2-53-3; torn 12-1-S7-3: 

’gtolgO-55-l: Otopctt 12-0-594; WMoreon 

U rto^iar N T and ftjutea 

Smray v Essex 

7W OMlr EMM bt Sianqr by W nUtats. 


D JS J Roturam 6 StMn » Man 
tflJRofewnwom 


■52 


(tn. B8. W23. ntJlS). 


-26 


Total (for 6, BRA Dim), 


OTanbOouMi 

itriais. *ta no® 


.35 

-35 surasr 
J0 MA ButtSwrunoul _ 
-tAlSCBMKBKCU 


-27 


-O 


-33 


Total (for 9, 50 manrt -283 

FBH 1-26. 2 52, 3-52. A-197. 5-209, S-262. 
7-289. 8-293, 9-293. 

DM not bat: Pi Moron. 

SnAc OouBt 12-3-47-a SWamaM 30-23- 
Cr. Wxta 10^38-0: HarDto 1£M«8-1: Sump 
12-1-55-2 8*an 10-1-47-2. 

T UW C 3W BE 

III 0 Moon tea bYtoas 12 


N SWDd e pnOham o Wterrs . 
G P fftorpe e HaDrswr o tan _ 
A D aotoi K fttDtns 0 Grayson , 
A J Hoteoeke c La* b Gtayson - 

CCUnsnocaui . 


J25 


-2S 


-11 


Extras {BjS. *13. rttSl.. 
TWM fto» 8, 60 rwart). 


-45 


-25 


-275 


MPVwgHncG*BWib«BW 14 

•OBwscGasanSKSttaTSon — 33 

Ma&nwicaappleDAuson ......JK 

AMdSambAusDn — — —34 

CMfw c Wtos b Austin 4 

tRJtaercUcStlbMWn S3 


FM6 1-8L 2-151. 3-163. 4-133, 5-214. 

DM no* bat J E Benin B P Man. M P Bd-- 

RMftaison. 

BcntaC Bos 11-2-59-3: VWams 12-048-1: ban 
62 - 33 - 0 ; Lav 9-1-37-0: Such UGMHC 
Grajaan a<M7-2. 

Esase 

G A Gootfi b LtaK 50 

A P Qayvn Rat b Sana « 

N Kusaan c £J«n b Lews 12 


Rtffc 1-10. 2-32. 3-128, 4-175. 5-207, 6-213. 
UM nc4 bat M C fiocz. NFWtons, PM Such. 

12-1-33- 1; lewis 12-0-71-2; 
JfSan^p-41-2: Benpnan 121-62-1; hoQom« 
fc44K32*n»son7-D3eML ± * n00,0, * B 

UmptoBE B J Mayor and R Pnknar. 

Other results 

second XI chamtonshf saeaM Bay or 
MtattOWE MMOesn 123anSlS4; 

gbtamampllflseayuu. D toanWIta - 

P Dmman 53, N A Oj 51); Kas^Enn 313 (R 

JPe»Mn 75nrt m 50 lor 0; Sulftte 185 (D W 

WOB W- 

Starting today 

LLO unten snwr 

TpiE rti CHWU SW8 semes tflnxe*,* 
thna) Utoanar iCKassniiim » Pataa^T 


FIRST-CLASS AVERAGES 


Batting 

QtffjfflatkMcSfelMfeigb 


M 

I 

no 

Runs 

MS 100 

50 


SSanMfOndaj..- S 

14 

6 

76? 

136 

3 

4 

9605 

SPTnorpa (Surrey? .._12 

Zl 

4 

1381 

165 

6 

5 

78.72 

H H GBiba ts Pin a *AT 7 

12 

1 

83S 

IfB 

2 

5 

7&27 

S Ue (SomerseO 11 

18 

4 

915 

167- 

3 

5 

78JE 

Satad *cmm (J»aM 7 

13 

1 

832. 

218* 

3 

3 

69J3 

A JHoKoeke {Suroyl..l2 

22 

b 

1137 

128 

4 

5 

6838 

T M ttoedy (Wores* „J3 

21 

3 

1175 212 

6 

3 

65J7 

tazarean-M-Haq (Pakf- 7 

12 

2 

RSI 

160* 

2 

4 

65J0 

D N CrtohA* (SA 'AT — 6 

9 

1 

«S19 

155* 

2 

3 

6467 

S G Low .13 

22 

1 

1361 

172 

6 

3 

6 *JV 

K M curra (NonteftsilO 

19 

R 

842 

150 

1 

ft 

94,78 

U C Bovaa (YorteJ — 12 

22 

3 

1225 160* 

3 

ft 

84.47 

S ft Tondutor finda) .7 

11 

0 

707 

177 

? 

5 

84 JT 7 

MPMoyiwdOam) .02 

21 

4 

1066 214 

5 

2 

63 JOB 

WSKeoM(Hans) —6 

11 

2 

574 

145- 

2 

3 

63.77 

— 12 

21 

0 

1318 201 

5 

5 

62. 76 

M ABmctartS wretf .02 

24 

2 

1345 

ISO 

3 

12 

6103 

H Horn* (Oamj 12 

21 

2 

1150 202* 



6032 

S P TXetum (Lzncsl ....8 

14 

2 

700 

163 

2 

4 

SO 33 

G D liojri (Lancs) 10 

111 

1 

652 

241 

2 

3 

B6JSD 


' domiK norout 


Bowling 

(ta^flcsGaa; 20 xkiieia 

OVQfS 

C E LAatbroae (Nh»s)l67 3 
£ A WM lGtajCSJ.,350.0 
M A CfOwn Went)„^833 
•tastaaqAlwed tPalg232J) 
PV Stamm (Lebs) 244.1 
C A Connor (Harasj .362.4 
J D UwyCussao ._379 LO 

P CRTXlfnefi (MCA) 59 L4 

usasmu 

PM Sue* (Esa) soaa 

A J Karri* (Derby) 9405 

AFGmwggrZagl 

S J e Brawn (Du) 535.0 

ESHOd*, (5.^38^ 

g Chirifa a) 393.! 

Pi Martin (Lanai ....289.4 
0 ttOrt (MakW 147 J 


M nm W SwlOvr Boat Aw 
40 445 28 4 1 6-65 13L39 


9B 945 S4 
92 701 36 
M 614 30 
55 733 35 
99 1071 49 
54 869 38 
1911204 Si 
42 666 28 
1041248 52 
86 898 37 
57 637 26 
1343364 55 
49 895 36 
124 972 39 
891727 89 
66 1204 48 
62 935 37 
70 TBS 31 
26 583 23 


17JS0 

8- 36 1^47 
If 1 2046 
5-58 20 £5 

9- 38 aa.ne 
044 22^« 
S-56 2X60 
5-7« 23.78 

5 4 00 

5-32 2027 

5- 58 24,50 
5^3 24 Jo 

6- 40 24^8 
645 2*33 
6-77 25J» 
fA7 25JJ8 

ZL 2 T 

£52 5 5 - 41 

8-52 25.60 


SeuW-ftVTDC&ftMAw State 


THE 


^^JDEPENMlNTi 


CRICKET 

LINES 

International ’J 
Tour Line) * 
0891 881 4tB i 
All Counties C 
News and Results 
0891 525 0751: 

Derijyshire _089I5iS37(i 
Durham 0891 
Essex 0891525312 

wamorgan .089t : 52^3?3 
Gloua. ; 0891^374 
Hampshire 0891325^75 
Kent : 089152^376 

Lancashire 0891 525377 
Ldcs. 0891525378 

Middfesex . 0891 5253^ 
Northanfs : 0891 52$m 
Noth. mi 52*38 1 
Soraeiset , 0891 52S382 
Storey : H ..''1|8l9l525W 
Sussex -., ; ^891 525 
\%wtcb,i0891 525- 
Worc&; : -ff089L 525t 
[Yg^nre^gj91j25 


>VMita6«p^hetaCaei.uklHtataSl«> 


v \J ! i 

• i 


rvf 

v’l 




iy 


I £& 











M mmtfar, -ferry CoH.ns, 
poftat. pap,t' *: •. ? 


rpromofe 
iamsto 
inior side 


wiiii 

igjww 


the* 

»«H te 

N#kfa- 

ft;?**-. 

te 

I in *1 
fefeiwfc' 

W^aUc 


snu^ 

itt®* 

Atr**** 

itfc«r 

iiMi. 

7p**T 

fa* ; w 

Llijdit- 

WWt. 

twdrin 

ifelbt-. 
i Sr. Uf 


-‘ Ta*U 

wjf*** 

Wfv 


Tk«iVi.!l •,. 

Uumrcl: • . ... 

h*u. ".■■'■ • > 

: • ■ ■ ■ .•■” • 
K k>v. •■- ■■' ••• - r •' 

am* /r.rs. • -■••-■ 

: paid?- i • • ■■••!•■ 
tv #*• 4 •»«.«■ • •’ ■' i*.i 

junxi.-ir.». , != • •• 

. . . •• ' ’ • ! ' 

Hiw\’ • 

IlHfK 1 
ifenttlM: 

“ifcKillJWi’ • ••• 
Jferwrr- 
■ fhiikrr ■ 

Wll>' :-v - , 

’ '5 ' 

/tfpta-rn., • 4 ". 

fait.l rTr.:". ’• “ 

>!T.. : • • •• •'•• 1 

h;n. 1 ' ’ 

•|*n-U*.» > 

IlifcJs p 1 

'f&TkUd::? • 

.tcjvhr.'!: '> 

/i-t..-'-' ' , ' 

ItliT I ' *• • • ' 

lBSlTl 

-tjill--. Vr. l'- ■ ■ 

iYIi'.ij 

-Vr~ 

L,r-< . 

tlrnV- *' 

■I 

v 1 : 

jI4v.,I-:m>- ; • 

K’- » ••• • " ; 

I • •■ " . •. - 

lii-- « ■ 

w».'» 

WaV- u ’ 




- L:-x l-J . ' 


r 


"Tines, 

• '."'A 

4)S‘M t»>y 
■ AlU‘f& 
; i!J l 
08^1 

, ¥ .ii 

btf ' !.CUJ ’■!: 

t3^ :f ,7!! "v 


cawh»- . 

i 

i- fcmtf 

i Um^* 

r mSH** 1 '' 

Num 

$«fP n 

. - 
r 

■ VWi'.'..-' 


«■> .ii 


;1S‘" 

.--,•51 ’T-J 

I.* 1 

. •*»; ^ • 
tiii P i! 
-.;T ^ • 

i«n ■ 
iV ,J 




What do you do with 

a drunken sailor? 

BiiNG^ 

THERE 


At Cowes Week, it 
seems there’s 
really no choice 
but to join them. 

i Andy Martin 

drinks it all in 

i bad been in Cowes for barely five min- 
utes, and I hadn't even set saQ yet, ?nd 
I was already sick as a dog. And yet 
I had cast off from Southampton as 
swashbucklingly as Errol Flynn. I 
would have given long odds against 
a shipboard romance flourishing between 
the mainland and the IsJe of Wight. But the 
British Rail hydrofoil the Red Jet was ad- 
vertised as a “high-speed service", and it all 
happened on fast forward. Her name was 
Lucy. 

Even as I strode down the gangplank. I 
couldn't help noticing she held a copy of Mi- 
lan Knndera’s The Unbearable Lightness of 
Being in one hand. “Fm reading it for the 
second time round," she confided, as I took 
the seat next to her on the starboard side. 

' ?“Have you read his essay on The An of the 
' NoveTr I countered, “or the early Laugh- 
able Laves!" 

Lucy was a sailor. She had been draft- 
ed in at a late stage after her ship had lost 
a man overboard (they were sponsored by 
Bombay Sapphire gin and had been tak- 
ing their responsibilities a little too seri- 
ously). She even taught failing. I revealed 
that my knowledge of life on the ocean 
wave was limited to surfing and the occa- 
sional Sea t wilf ferry. So she kindly offered 
me Lesson 1: “Never hang on to the main- 
sheet. You’ll capsize." I never made it to 
Lesson 2. 

As we disembarked at West Cowes, she 
was shanghaied by a smooth-tanned, 
weather-beaten kind of cove called Justin. 

He was Justin and I was just out Had a pass- 
ing octopus wrapped a tentacle about 
Justin's neck at that precise moment, I doubt 
whether 1 would have stirred myself to hack Mad Cowes: With boats saffing every which way, chaos rules - *Out of every 10 
it off. But the trouble with sea monsters is . . _ 

they're never there when you need them- ruses bit intent as I was on zipping at the Paul Bertie of Oceanworid knuDy lei me 
_ ■’ - i .(!, t . uif n f .n timtf in nmmivH nw* n fnHvmnn-hfdrh mm. 







competitors, only five maximum have a due what they’re supposed to be doing* 


l cruses bit. intent as I was on zipping at the Paul Bertie of Oceanworid kincfiy lei me 

, Come to think of iL Justin was a bit of an time. in. He promised me a five-man-high pvra- 

■* octoous himselt the way he was wrapping Cowes was as perilous a harbour as ever mid on cbe dance floor by tlx- end of the night, 
himself around Lucy. ! was sunk, going down I’ve come across, what with steering be- but the most 1 saw was a girl horsing around 
with all hands on board. But it turned out tween the ScyHa of getting sand kicked in on someone's shoulders, and my hopes 
ro* be mv lucky day after all. y° ur e Y e an d the Charybdis of an unso- were similariy deflated. Justin wasn't there. 

IO n^er at the Yacht Haven, 1 hove to at the ticited close encounter. Thus ii was that but neither was Lucy. Or maybe they both 

Genet As I damped my gear beside one wr e caro esjegimiemari-ed among ihe 

nfthp \rashstan^Tl couldn't help node- . , hundreds of sailors kitted out m floppy 

hm^n fiieirirrora ' thin, weedystubbly YOU WOUld think theSB green^yel^^g^Ibe^enl 

w^rhStodST^ ceaseless revellers had all a ^j^^ rc ^ t ^ gab( ^i iwasihe 
S.xasi'aa.srs just returned from a . 

aasJSSSSSWSI mund-the-vmrtd trip on a 

teetotal yacht s™-- 

lothenoagb.AdU.esmneoasiio^e mense pitchers of beer. Ihese ceaseless 

on the safe side. I pancea myseu u P i fa|J afaead lQ ^ Skandia reve u cr5 bad all just returned from a 

far ?? ,. ^ h _ 1 . wasn’t actually “Hel- Life hospitality marquee for a lifesaver. round-the-world trip on a teetotal yachL 
H ^ U °- rinse Hope came on the end of a cocktail stick Towards the end of the evening, by the lime 

lo.^sailor ^out 11 WHJj c vvfaen someone told me that the party to bodies began to be manhandled out and 

“Er, hi. be seen at was the Oceanworid Crew Ball flung down on the lawn - and the ones that 

“What syour nam« s. ^ mademv at Northwood House. Lucy had spoken were left upright were staggering and 

I’ve abwys want ed t olfaer of attending a “ball" that night How many slobbering - another T-shirt headline be- 

excuses that immor- balls could there be in Cowes on any one gan to seem more appropriate: "Mad 

ounstances that . i’: y chance cmiy night? I would be there, she would be Cowes Disease". 

tai line, but forgot the ex- there - maybe Justin wouldn't be there. The next morning down at the Yacht 


You would think these 


round-the-world trip on a 
teetotal yacht 


Haven. I heard it said that the course at 
Cowes was not clearly marked out. Non- 
sense. No one I met had any difficulty nav- 
igating their way from ball to bar to beer 
tent. Somewhat overshadowed by her 
neighbours - Glcnfiddich. Teachers. 
Young's - the woman at the Nicoretie lem 
said what sailors really needed was a patch 
over their arm to slop them drinking. I 


then after wobbling around at sea, you nat- 
urally would want to drink yourself into a 
stupor once you hit land so you could wob- 
ble up the street, loo. 

1 finally pul to sea on the press boat, and 
soon I was all at sea. I wasn't the only one, 
though. With hundreds of boats sailing every 


Photograph: Robert Haltam 

barge was big and stationaiy but not so big 
and stationary that one of the more recnT- 
alional of the sailors couldn't smash into 
it and set a premature spark to the blue 
louch paper. 

There's no question that sailing can be 
pretty rugged. 1 wondered out loud why the 

Army and the RAF had yachts down 

at Cowes and whv all these guvs 


suspect a breathalyser would haw pm Jennie said the sailing was 

paid to the hopes ol many. Mystified as . 0 savims the imnver 1 nart.i Rm„ n ;. 

lowhy il is sailors ^™ 1 J drink sii mueh. JUSt an 6XCUS6 for the suj®alld homtae Lured 

EAmdU.e har Wendyrecteeed U,,' dHnking. Wendy ttlOUght it 
the beer tent at the >acht Hawn saw J 0 i.-nffinn TJ. 1 .-., 

more business in a week than the whole WaS Something tO C/O Witt 7 days in a ForcTfl m'Sl on a J24 in Iht- 
-^Cbwcsdunngthe rest of the vear. Her . 0 rh-mn.-i ^ 

roiy was that the sak dries you out so keeping away the scurvy - and It's rcallv tough." ^ 

u have to renlemsh vour Iiuuid stores * -n t. . .. 


more business in a week than the whole 
□f Cowes during the rest of ihe year. Her 
theory was that the salt dries you out so 
you have 10 replenish your liquid stores 
regularly. Jennie, who shrewdly pointed 
out these old salts didn't replenish their 
Iropicana or their Britvic stores too fre- 
quently, maintained tha t the sailing was just 
an excuse for the drinking. Wendy* thought 
maybe it was something to do with keep- 
ing away the scurvy or the beriberi. And 
maybe seasickness, too. It seemed kigicaL- 
the sea is roclting and rolling all round you 
so you have all this liquid sloshing about 
inside you to maintain the equilibrium. And 


which way. it lixifccd like chaos. “It is chaos," 
one Captain Haddock-type admitted. “Out 
of every HI competitors, only five maximum 
have a clue what they’re supposed to be do- 
ing." After a few collisions and bundles of 
near-misses in the high winds, the organ- 
isers wisely removed the firework barge 
from in front of the Royal Yacht Squadron 
and lowed it off 10 East Cowes, out of 
harm's way. until the official start time. The 


Thus spoke Justin. Rjt it was he. I had 

finally run into Lucy in the Haven. She 
had spent the night bunked in Justin n boat. 
It was all part uf the training - good for team- 
work. I began to understand why Dr John- 
son said that any man who has not been a 
soldier or put to sea feels a sense of 
regret. And I think 1 now know the answer 
to the mystery of why sailors go about un- 
der this moral imperative to get tanked 
up- They drink to forget the unbearable lieht- 
□ess of being. 
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Invasion of the slugfest makes baseball tedious 


SPORTING VERNACULAR 


No 9 FRIENDLY 


Never did J think that a recent and 
unabashed convert to the game' oj 

baseball would utter the wprds. But 
aaes. J am bored with home 
^Xdnot merclyborcd. Pound- 
STby them. Knocked dizzy and 
bv them, to the point of 
^^ung o? an old-fashioned 

one of those virtually ex- 
fael ?0 or 2-1 games where a luc^t 

SsSSssssfi 

g-jcssttaS 

noorer for tL 


i pr afl. the nome iuu » - 

!fl» 77 hrills of all sport - a prodigy 
that enables a hitter 

S.^Oftaw.y. The spectacle K 

ta^SrtgeUo.helMlIpmk.m- 

dio^XiSn.islhc^y'ofo'- 


low a game, and the homer is heav- 
en for the commentators, or play-by- 
play announcers as they call them 
here. The words, wafting half-heard 
from a radio somewhere on a warm 
July evening, are among America’s 
indelible summer sounds: “A long 
drive.- deep to cenlrefieltL. back, 
back, real deep- waveiigpodbye, this 
oneis^HXme.” Surely you can't get 
enough of it, can you? This year you 

C *Tbe precise reasons for the pow- 
er explosion are a matter of argu- 
ment among baseball saga, and 
more of that in a moment. Bui ihe 
figures speak for themselves. The 
e&mal struggle between batter and 
nitcher hasftoctuated over the years, 
fen the hitting surge of the mid-1990s 
is without precedent TWo-ihirds of 
the way through the regular season, 
baseball is on a pace to produce over 
5 100 homers, way above tbe.previ- 


broadest point Mapisi homers, way above the previ- 

1 dS"*” 1 *? P"*K oSSdoM.4Sin 1987. True, the 
“SS^ill point out. only 26 


ni tpicbers will point out, only 26 
teams were in the I«gu« then, 
^ared with 28 today. But m 1993, 
theoniv faU post-expansion season 
nlaved.'the 28 teams managed only 
SJgO h omersL This year s sluggers are 


SPORT IN 
ANOTHER 
COUNTRY 

Rupert Cornwell, in 

Washington, yearns 
for the pitching duels 
of summers past 

25 percent more prolific, and some 
of the sport's most sacred records 
may fall. 

WUh his 61 homers in 1961, Roger 
Maris expunged the single season 
record of his New York Yankee fore- 
runner Babe Ruth from the record 
book. Now Maris is in danger of be- 
coming history. Half a dozen play- 
ers are threatening his mark, among 
them Mark McGwire of the Oakland 
As, Sammy Sosa of the Chicago 
Cubs, Mo Vhugban of the) Boston 
Red Sox and Albert Belle of the 


Cleveland Indians. Never have more 
than two players hh 50 homers in a 
season. This year five or six could. 
Some 20 could reach the 40-homer 
mark, compared with a previous 
record of eight, while three dubs - 
Baltimore, Oakland and Seattle - arc 
on track to beat the Yankees’ single- 
season record of 240 in 1961, the year 
of Roger Maris and Mickey Mantle. 

The explanations have multiplied 
with the homers themselves. Hitters, 
it is said, are more powerful and bet- 
ter trained than ever - which is true. 
Others blame the friendlier dimen- 
sions of the new downtown ballparks 
in cities like Baltimore, Cleveland 
and Denver, Umpires are criticised 
for shrinking the strike zone to lit- 
tle laiger than a G-string, necessi- 
tating more of those fast balls down 
the middle upon which home run hit- 
lers feast. Then there is is the old 
chestnut of the "juiced" ball, al- 
legedly produced with its inner lay- 
ers wrapped tighter 10 make it cany 
larther. That theory at least may be 
dismissed. 

The most plausible reason is poor 
pitching, traceable to the 1993 ex- 
pansion. The same amount of qual- 


ity pitching must be spread around 
28 teams instead of 26. a thinning 
of talent which inevitably shows up 
over a six month season of lf >2 
games. But, one may ask. win 1 does 
not the some argument apply to the 


hitting*? 

Either way, the game is changing 
The 52bn (£1.29bn) a year baseball 
industry is happy enough with the 
trend: after all it argues, the fens kn e 
a shi^fest, and baseball needs all the 
love it can gel after the ur forgot ten 
and still unfoign'en lunacy' of the 
players’ strike of 1994/95. In fect, nei- 
ther attendances nor television rat- 
ing have noticeably picked up since 
the onset of the home run glut. 

The game meanwhile - especial- 
ly in the slugger's paradise of the 
American League - is losing some 
of ils subtler skills of base-running. 
No one steals home plate anymore: 
why lake risks to manufacture one 
run when a single blast into the 
stands can bring you four? Which 
leads me 10 a final piece of advice 
in this era of homers by the hand- 
ful. If you're in America this sum- 
mer and contemplating a visit to a 
ball game, bring a helmet. 


I Three images from the “friendly” 
encounter between Newcastle ami 
Manchester United at Wembley. 
• Four Newcastle supporters grab 
aNlanchcsterfanandswingtencait 
over the Tube (racks, 

• A Manchester supporter (male) 
and Newcastle fan (female) lake 
turns to bellow “Red army" and 
“Toon army" at each other in rhyth- 
mic antiphony, noses inches apart 
and faces distorted with passion. 

• A Newcastle fen sidles up be- 
hind red-shirlcd supporters and 
grits overfly at their heads. He has 
done tms so much that he is running 
out of saliva, which means no one 

notices and he does not get the fight 

be is ckoriy anxious to provoke. 

The first two, ahnosi incredibly, 
wme jokey expressions of enmity 
which quickly resolved into mutu- 
Mbw±siappmg and laughter - the 
tlurd was a nasty utterance of real 
malevolence. But. given the inien- 
nty of the rivalry expressed, who 
could axifidemly guarantee that the 
former might not tip over into the 
latter at any moment? Perhaps that 
R why the smfles people wear in tiw 
Pfesencfrtrf these roaring exchanges 


fcrec a slightly strained look, a re- 
minder that when primates grin it 
usually means they’re frightened. 

Chi the pitch you see similar am- 
biguities: Cantona wrenches an op- 
ponent to the ground, arousing the 
ear-splitting indignation of the New- 
castle crowd What's “friendly" about 
that, you wonder, before Cantona, 
after looking suitably contrite for the 
referee, walks over to dasp his vic- 
tim's shoulders, a gesture much 
closer to self-tseulpation than it is 
toconfcsaDn. “Look, we’re friends." 
it says, “i can’t haw fouled him." 

fa sporting terms, of course, a 
"friendly” is simply an encounter 
where the result doesn't really 
count rpoint-lcs" might be a pun- 
ning alternative). Watching a 
“friendly", with its theatre of attack 
and retaliation, it's possible to won- 
der whether the unique sort ot'“un- 
friendliness" fens display to each 
other offers one answer - a demon- 
stration of how sport provides a 
place where aggression, rage and the 
will to defeat your opponent utter- 
ly can play safely in the open. If 
you're lucky, at least 

Thomas Sutcliffe 1 




Wenger for 


Arsenal 


then Weah 


Football 


CUVE WHrTE AND 
ALAN NIXON 


Arscne Wenger, the Frenchman 
whom the Football Assoria- 
tion has sought to woo as its new 
technical director, is expected 
to be appointed manager of Ar- 
senal today in succession to 
Bruce Rioch, who was dis- 
missed on Monday. With a 
name like his somc'would say 
it was a formality. 

An added bonus for Arsenal 
is that the former Monaco 
coach could well succeed where 
Rioch failed in luring George 
Weah, the World Footballer of 
the Year, to Highbury. The 
Liberian striker, who plays for 
Milan, is a protege of Wenger. 

Wenger moved into pole po- 
sition for the job yesterday af- 
ter doubts surfaced about the 
readiness of Johan Cruyff to re- 
turn to the game following his 
dismissal by Barcelona this 
summer. Like another candi- 
date. the former England coach 
Teny Venables, Cruyff will be 
busy with litigation next month, 
suing the Spanish club for 
wrongful dismissal. But Arse- 
nal still seem bent on going 
Continental. 

Wenger, a dose associate of 
Glenn Hoddlc, the England 
coach, following their time to- 
gether in the Principality, has re- 
sisted the Football Association's 
overtures because of his unwill- 
ingness to take up a desk job. He 
enjoys working with players and 
was a major influence in Hoddle's 
derision to move into coaching 
when his career ended. 

Wenger is now in Japan 
coaching Grampus Eight, the 


club with whom Gary Lineker 
ended his career, but has ap- 
parent^ indicated to Arsenal 
that he would be willing to 
move to London when his con- 
tract expires in mid-September. 

Wenger and Weah have been 
close since the Frenchman 
indeed the big African out of ob- 
scurity and took him to Mona- 
co where be lived in Wenger's 
house. He eventually moved to 
Italy where is valued in the 
£10m bracket. 

Rioch had been working on 
signing Weah, who is also a tar- 
get of Manchester United. 
Weah told the Scot through a 
third party that he would like to 

come to England but not before 
next year when he plans to 
quit Milan. However, Wenger’s 
arrival could accelerate those 
plans. The signing of Gianluca 
Vialli and Fabririo RavaneQihas 



Bankies 

plotting 

Rangers’ 

downfall 


Clydebank’s full-time foot- 
ballers - both of them - were 


yesterday plotting one of the 
Scottish Coca-Cola Cups 
biggest upsets from, a ported* 
dressing-room outside a Gla &■ ■ ^ 

*%*S££»***» 

vision dub that reared the late 
Davie Cooper are now homeless 
and struggling for survival m the 
post-Bosman era. Tonight they ; 
Jkce the millionaires of Rangers 
at Firhfll, seeking only their 
second competitive victory over 
the Ibrax giants. 

April 12 1986 was the red let- 
ter day for the Bankies as they 
recorded a 2-1 Premier League 
win over Rangers at their then 
home. New Kflbowic Park. 

Clydebank are waiting to 
hear the result of a planning in- 
quiry into the sale of their sta- 
dium to a supermarket, with the 
dub sharing with Dumbarton 
for the new season and training 
at West of Scotland Rugby 
Club. A playing staff that once 
hart around 16 full-timers has A 
been cut to just two. ' 

“We had to go back part-time 
and would have been doing that 
even if we’d received the mon- 
ey for the stadium," said Clyde- 
bank secretary, Ian Steedman. 

“It is getting harder and hard- 
er to operate dubs below the 
top flight." 

Clydebank’s chances of cash- 
ing in on tonight’s tie have even 
been cut with capacity at Partick 
Thistle’s Flrhill ground reduced 
from 21,000 to 14.000. 

For the coach, Brian Wight, 
who has also been forced to go 
part-time, the only solace on of- 
fer is that Rangers wfll be with- 
out some £20m worth of talent 
as a full team of players are un- 
available to Whiter Smith for 
various reasons - fitness, sus- 
pension and international duty. 

The absentees include Paulf 
Gascoigne, Brian Laudrup, 
Joachim Bjoiklund, Alex Cle- 
land, Alan McLaren, David 
Robertson, Erik Bo Andersen, 
Craig Moore, Gordon Dune, Ian 
Ferguson and Stephen Wright. 

■Elsewhere, Celtic make the 
sfabrt trip to Clyde's Broadwood 
home in Cumbernauld for their 
second round tie minus two key 
defenders. Alan Stubbs is 
banned after his red card in Sat- 
urday’ s 2-2 draw at Aberdeen, 
likewise Tosh McKinlay, who 
was punished after the match 
had ended. 

Hearts wfll play in front of a 
three-sided Tynecastle when cup 
experts Stenhousemuircome to 
Edinburgh. The Scottish Cup 
runners-up could include recent 
signing Neil McCann. 


proved anything is possible and 
Weah is, after all. 29. 


Weah is, after ail, 29. 

Weah is also friendly with the 
Arsenal striker, Ian Wright, 
who in yesterday s tabloids had 
described Rioch's hopes of sign- 
ing a player such as Weah as 
“impossible". 

Wenger's first signing for Ar- 
senal, however, is likely to be a 
shade less ambitious. There 
were rumours yesterday that a 
little-known French midfielder 
called Remy Garde was about 
to be signed on a free transfer 
from Strasbourg even before 
Wenger has put pen to paper 
himself. 

Arsenal fans will not be the 
only ones disappointed that 
Cruyff no longer seems a front 
runner. City experts estimated 
that the Pitchman's signing 
would have added £2Sm to the 
value of the club's shares- 


Milan’s George Weah (left) and Marco Simone try to force the ball past Bayern Munich's goalkeeper, Sven Softener; and defenders Stranz and 
Babbel In a pre-season tournament staged in Berlin’s Olympic Stadium. The defenders saved the goal, and Munich won the tournament 

Players warned strike will close clubs 


Exeter City, one of the small 
dubs struggling for financial sur- 
vival, have claimed that a play- 
ers' strike in the Nationwide 
League called by the Profes- 
sional Footballers’ Association 
could mean the end of die road 
for a number of their kind. 

Stuart Dawe, Exeter’s foot- 
ball director, said yesterday; 
“It's all very well talking about 
the PFA getting more money to 
redistribute, but what if the 
poorer clubs are forced to the 
wall by a strike? 

“If we folded, there would be 
no club to pay the players' 
wages. We had a big scare last 
year and nearly wen t out of busi- 
ness. This is the last thing we 


need just now, when it looks as 
though we are beginning to get 
back on our feet. 

“There will always be greedy 
people, but what about the 
ones who aren't? The ones who 
are struggling to keep football 
alive in the outposts? 

“If the clubs did have to 
fold, where would the PEA. 
find clubs to employ their 
members?" 

Dawe’s claim came as play- 
ers throughout the Football 
League’s three divisions were 
being warned against strike ac- 
tion. The PFA has said it will 
ballot members on whether to 
strike in response to the Foot- 
ball League s decision to aban- 


don paying the players’ union a 
10 per cent levy from television 
screening rights. 

While the players are ex- 
pected to bade strike action, 


Williams on described any such 
vote as “an act of blind faith". 

“If the PFA are allowed to 
ballot their members it would 
be naive of us to think that they 
will do anything other than 
support the union's call for 
stnke action as an act of faith," 
Williamson said. 

“But it would be an act of 
blind faith because the Football 
League dubs' financial situation 
is a precarious one and they are 
the people who pay the players’ 


wages - not the PFA” League 
officials are confident, mean- 
while, that they wfll secure a 
High Court injunction to 
prevent the players’ ballot. 

“You can only strike if it af- 
fects the terms of employment 
of individuals and, dearly, this 
dispute does not," Williamson 
said. “The dispute is about 
funding the anion, which is a 
different thing . 

“Our contribution from the 
TV moDey over the years has 
been for three specific purpos- 
es: benevolent grants for foot- 
ballers who have fallen on hard 
times; towards education grants 
for the life after football; and for 
insurance arrangements when 


players have to give up football 


early due to injury. 

“The PFA is not allowed to 
use the cash for anything else 
but, as at June 1995, they had 
accumulated £S.2m. What 
we’ve said to them is, ‘If you can 
show ns that you need more 
money for those specified pur- 
poses, then our contribution 
would increase.’ But there is no 
indication that they need 
more.” 

League and PFA officials are 
due to meet on 23 August, but 
Williamson is not optimistic. 
“The PFA seem intent on rais- 
ing the temperature of this ar- 
gument We’re likely to get 
attitudes hardening." 


Leeds make official move for Sinclair McCarthy and Keane make up 


Leeds United, who have been 
linked with the Queen's Park 
Rangers winger Trevor Sinclair 
for most of (his year, yesterday 
made an official bid for the Eng- 
land Under-21 player. 

Bill Fbtherby, the Leeds chair- 
man, said an offer, believed to 
be under £5 m, had been made, 
and the Yorkshire chib were 
waiting fora response. “Our of- 
fer has gone in mid, when QPR’s 
chief executive returns from 
holiday, he will presumably con- 
sider it," he said. 

Howard Wilkinson has just 
spent a club record £4.5 m on 


Lee Sharpe from Manchester 
United but, with Tony Yeboah 
facing an exploratory knee op- 
eration. he is short of strikers. 

Leeds' new owners, Caspian, 
have pulled off a major coup by 
persuading the Manchester 
United finance director. Robin 
Launders, to move to Elland 
Road. Launders will become 
chief executive of Caspian's 
subsidiary, Leeds United Hold- 
ings pic. 

The Newcastle United de- 
fender Robbie Elliott has 
agreed terms with Blackburn 
Rovers, but his transfer fee is 


likely to be settled by a tribunal 
after the clubs could not agree 
on an amount 

Sasa Curctc is on his way out 
at Bolton and this could spark 
a £3m transfer chase for his sig- 
nature. The Serbian midfield 
player has failed to fit into the 
dub's pre-season {dans and wiD 
be absent when Bolton lrick-off 
at Port Vale on Saturday. 

Liverpool are facing a race 
against time to have the Czech 
international Patrik Berger 
cleared for their Premiership 
match at Middlesbrough on 
Salurdav. The midfielder, a 


£3 2m signing from the German 
champions. Bonissia Dort- 
mund, is waiting for a work per- 
mit from the Department of 
Education, and Employment, 
but the dub are confident he will 
be deared in time. 

Rob Jones, the Liverpool 
and England defender, admit- 
tedyesterday that he feared his 
career might be over prior to go- 
ing to hospital for a scan on his 
back this week. Jones will be out 
for at least three more months, 
but expects to make a complete 
recovery from damaged back 
vertebrae. 


The Republic of Ireland man- 
ager, Mick McCarthy, has re- 
solved his disagreement with 
Manchester United's Roy 
Keane by including him in an 
initial 33-mon squad for the 
World Cup qualifier in Liecht- 
enstein on 31 August 

McCarthy was furious with 
Keane for missing six end-of- 
season internationals last term, 
including a three-match tour of 
the United States, forwhich the 
midfielder had been named as 
captain, but he has now forgiv- 
en him. 

“I spoke to Roy on Saturday 


at the Manchester United team 
hotel prior to Sunday’s Chari- 
ty Shield final against Newcas- 
tle, and we had an open and 
frank discusaon. I told Roy what 
I thought and he has accepted 
that he was in the wrong and 
apologised,” McCarthy said. 

There was no such good news 
for the England manager; Glenn 
Hoddle, however, as the 
prospects of having Paul Gas- 
ooigne in his first match in charge 
appeared to be lading fast The 
29^ear-oW has an Achilles injury 
and is yetto be in any match ac- 
tion the season. His return now 


looks likely to be a week on Sat- 
urday, when Rangers meet 
Dundee United at Ibrox, 48 boms 
after Hoddle names his squad for 
England's World Cup opener in 
Moldova on 1 September. 

France's Euro 96 outcasts, 
Eric Cantona and David Gino- 
Ja, have been offered a World 
Cup lifeline by the French coach, 
Aim£ Jacqoet, who said in an ar- 
ticle in the French sports news- 
paper L 'Equipe the players were 
in bis plans for the qualifiers. 
“I'm not stubborn, or an idiot or 
crazy. I am here to make foe best 
team possible,” Jacquet said. 
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A dietician called in on Wimbledon 
-Football Club tbe other day. Rob- 
bie Earle, a super-fit 31-year-old, was 
told how he could maintain those 
Jung-bursting runs through another 
season, while Vmnie Jones discov- 
ered that with more carbohydrates 
and less protein, be could become 
a more effective performer. 

Wet sheets and healthy living? 
Science never really figured hi ghl y 
in the Wimbledon culture. There was 
a time when the Crazy Gang would 
.turn up its nose at these newfangled 
.ideas, turn up the volume on the 
ghetto-blaster and prepare to turn 
.over another big-name Saturday 
opponent. - 

y But times have changed and stay- 
•i ing involved in what is now regard- 
ed as the world's finest league 
requires that Wimbledon pay heed 
to those changes. Jones, an hon- 
ourable, professional when he is not 
head -hanging opponents, made sure 
all the younger players listened to 
what the dietidanhad to say. 

Wimbledon’s rawness has not dis- 
appeared completely, but things are 
more refined- now than was the case 

‘Every player that 
comes here is 
taking a step up 
and possesses a 
hunger to become 
a better player’ 


Ten years after: and the 
gang is crazier than ever 

They were expected to be relegated straight away, but after a decade in the top flight, Wimbledon 
kick off on Saturday as part of the furniture. Trevor Haylett on the hard work behind the fairy-tale 


) 


10 years ago. It was in 1986 that those 
at the classy end of football's mam 
street were forced to take note of the 
upstarts muscling in on their patch. 
Only a decade after they had been 
elected to the Football League, the 
unlikely heroes from south-west 
London were up there with the big 
boys, promoted to Division One. 

Thankfull y, the rich and famous 
breathed, Wimbledon would not be 
around for long, they would surely 
■be one-season wonders. The pundits 
have fallen into that same trap every 
year since that 1986-87 campaign 
when, under Dave Bassett’s inspi- 
rational leadership, the newcomers 
led the table after five games and fin- 
ished a highly creditable sixth. 

It is a remarkable story, one that 
salutes the capabilities of tbe little 
man if he brings spirit and determi- 
nation to his work. Wimbledon be- 


lieve they have never gained prop- 
er recognition for their achieve- 
ments, but then they would say that, 
wouldn't they? They have a problem 
with perceived persecution. Remove 
the prejudice, however, and even 
their most vehement adversary 
would concede that they have apoinL 

In today's terms, a •‘Wimbledon" 
would be tbe equivalent of Stevenage 
Borough playing against Manches- 
ter United m the Premiership by 
2007. Stevenage would then, in the 
succeeding 10 years, not only man- 
age to bold on to their status but also 
pick up the EA Cup and qualify for 
Europe through their League 
position. 

It is the stuff of fairy-tales, but if 
Wimbledon managed it, why not also 
the likes of the \feuxhall Conference 
champions? It is those who have 
done it who axe convinced it will not 
happen again. “The Premier League 
breakaway, sponsorship, television 
deals, the Bosnian repercussions, 
they ah conspire to widen the gap be- 
tween those at the top and those down 
below," says Lawne Sanchez, the 
man whose’ Wembley header against 
Liverpool gave Wimbledon the FA 
Cup in 1988 and set eveiy non-league 
side dreaming the impossible. 

“We were at Stevenage the other 
night and they were asking us what 
the secret was. With the changes that 
have happened already in the game 
and those that will follow, I can’t see 
any other dub doing what ws did. As 
for us, it is going to be that much 
harder to stay in the Premiership for 
the next 10 years." 

As the manager battling eveiy day 
against the economic illogicality of 
Wimbledon's survival, Joe Kinnear 
would be the first to support that as- 
sessment He has forgone a summer 
holiday in order to scour Europe in 
an attempt to join the fashion for 


foreign flair, but he was forced to re- 
turn home empty-handed. 

“The Shearer deal has done us no 
favours," Kinnear says. “Everyone 
abroad has run away with the idea 
that all English chits: have that son 
of money to splash around. 1 was 
quoted £3m-plus for only average 
players in. Russia and Scandinavia. 
When I protested they replied: ‘But 
you are from England, you pay 
£15m for players, don’t insult us with 
your low offers'." 

Despite the multi-million pound 
bounty arriving from the next Sky 
Television contract, money remains 


tbe biggest obstacle for Wimbledon, 
who have just renewed their tenan- 
cy agreement with Crystal Palace for 
another five years. On average gates 
which, despite rising sharply last sea- 
son, still struggled to exceed 13.000. 
their Premiership existence will al- 
ways balance precariously, which is 
why the club's owner. Sam Ham- 
mam, so actively pursued a move to 
Dublin or Cardiff. 

That new looks unlikely, so the old 
methods of keeping the club viable 
- buying players cheaply, selling 
them on for a nice profit - will be 
maintained, as will Wimbledon's at- 


tention to a thriving youth policy 
(three EA Youth Cup semi-final ap- 
pearances in the last five years 1 . 
Wimbledon's one major summer 
acquisition, the £1.9tn Miliwall full- 
back Ben Thatcher, more than dou- 
bled their previous transfer record. 

More importantly, it is the first 
lime the close season did not signal 
any departures from the deb. That- 
cher is a typical Wimbledon buy. 
“Every player that comes here is uk- 
ing a step up and possesses a hunger 
to become a better play er." Kinnear 
says. “All of them have experienced 
the hardships of life. They see what 



New decade, new formation: Dave Bassett with his squad at Plough Lane (above). Joe Kiimear’s 
side (top) has a more relaxed outlook after 10 years at the top Photographs: Hertire Knott 


wu have done for others, those like 
Warren Barton, who we took from 
Maidsione. converted into a player 
good enough for England and who 
then moved to Newcastle for £4m." 

Thatcher cited “team spirit and at- 
titude” as his prime reasons for 
joining. They arc qualities successive 
playen. have put forward through the 
yean, to explain what makes Wim- 
bledon special, even though, on oc- 
casion. it has brought disciplinary 
trouble. 

Dean Holdsworth. the leading 
scorer for the past four seasons, says 
that while the Craw Gang might not 
be so crazy now. old habits remain. 
“We used to gel up to scrapes in the 
old days that we couldn't gel away 
with now because of the publicity sur- 
rounding the game. We are a bit 
more cultured, maybe not so wild, 
hut the atmosphcrc.'ihc camaraderie 
is as good as ever," he says. 

Dave Bcasant. a Plough Lane vet- 
eran through nine seasons and the 
goalkeeper- whose departure to New- 
castle signalled the break-up of the 
19SS Wembley winners, recalled the 
early limes with affection. “I re- 
member a time we were on an end- 
of-sca&on tour to France, .staving in 
dormitories and fed up that we had 
only got a £5 rise in our contracts. 
We st uck Dave Bassett against a wall, 
put a mattress in front of him and 
then laid into it with our fists until 
he agreed to give us a bit more. 1 
think that earned us another £1.50. 
We stuck together like the Three 
Musketeers, all for one and one for 
all." 

Sanchez explains the bonds that 
tic together successive Wimbledon 
teams fc relatingihc story of two new 
recruiLs who arrived in ihe summer 
and for whom the Wimbledon wav 
proved an eye-opener. “We were 
away on a pre-season tour and after- 


wards both said how amazed they 
were that all the players stayed out 
luteal night and .ill worked liard the 
next day. No matter what time they 
got in, every one was up at Sam tor 
breakfast. 

“During the long training runs no 
one dared drop out because they 
didn't want to he seen to he weak- 
ening. At other clubs, they said 
there would always he one or two 
who fell by the wayside. Not here." 

Apart from his Wembley winner, 
Sanchez also had the distinction of 
scoring the goal at Huddersfield in 
May l9Sn that clinched promotion 
to the First Division. He ended his 
career at Swindon before taking his 
first job in management with Sligo 
Rovers. A year ago. the offer of a 
Wimbledon return as reserve team 
boss was too good to turn down. 

“It Is only when you go awuv that 
you realise how much" Wimhiedon 
axe revered by clubs of a similar size. 
This is a unique dub and the man- 
agers that followed Bassett. Bobbv 
Gould and Don Howe and later Rav 
Harford, didn't try to change the 
methods that had been successful." 


Wlmbhadoti's Lsaguo 
position In the 
top division 1968-96 


1986 - 87 ,. 


1987 - 88 .. 


1988 - 89 .. 


1989 - 90 .. 


1990 - 91 .. 


1991 - 92 .. 


1992 - 93 ... 


1993 - 94 ... 


1994 - 95 ... 


1995 - 96 ... 



.After rejecting the upponuniiv its 
your to manage the Republic of Ire 
land, Kinnear feels more committee 
to the cash-strapped dub than eiei 
before. In January. Kinnear will 
celebrate five years in his unenvied 
job. “1 don't mind admitting I would 
love to swap places with Alex Fer- 
guson or Kevin Keegan for a while, 
just to see what an open cheque tn»ok 
looks like. Somehow ] don't think 
they would be too willing to swap." 

The next 10 years begin al Sclhurst 
Park on Saturday when Manchester 
United are the mason's first visitors. 
Despite the evidence of the Chari- 
ty Shield, the evidence of the last 
decade suggests it would he unwise 
to bet against Wimbledon’s chances 
uf pulling off another surprise. 
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‘It doesn’t matter if you earn £37,000 per week, the body can 
only take so much. Suffering in pre-season is unavoidable’ 


' O 


For the past 16 years, I’ve faced blazing hot 
EJ^hineon the first day of pre-season train- 
ing, Who say* the British weather is 

UD ¥teSiS^«f tte holiday this year was 
dulland cool, but, unsurprisingly, the tem- 
^«„ires in that first torturous week back 
ffSKJ ‘£*0* roared above SO 

d i5S,d the counny. different lemst®* 
Afferent regimes for that first day tack. 
? theplayers back to fitness slow- 
kT-md pentiy This measured, delicate build- 

^h^olavere seem to like it, loo. But oth- 
and prefer the good old-fashioned 

f r J?X5e an approach which might be 

e ^mnarised as working them until they 
the sand dunes in the mora- 
Ihrciw up _ .jjjg t |j em chase Michael 

* n u’ times on the track in the afler- 
JS5 ai IhB mere, they favour the latter 

“SSfetoo bad for me, being smaller and 

TVhiCT K sidp fcnfr easily up and over 
fighter, j can i- . ^ t j 1JC j c _ set centre- 

tta “"JSSSe who have it tougher. The 
horrors to come must eat 
UloUS ?f SL tack of their minds all sum- 
away rtmind them Ihat 
of “ d day 


without training will have to be paid for 
eventually. On that first day bade, the scales 
won’t lie and you can’t cheat a sand dune. 

Looking around at the faces as we ar- 
rive al the dreaded dunes, various stereo- 
types are dearly visible. 

There’s the Beginner. A youth trainee, 
who probably arrived back from his holi- 
day in Magaluf late last night, still a bit tip- 
sy. His morning will end with him on all 
fours, throwing up in the sand, to general 
applause and laughter, in some cases, I have 
seen it end up in hospitalisation, to slight- 
ly less mirth. 

' Then there’s the Sensible Pro. He has 
been ticking over all summer and has grad- 
ually built up his training regime over the 
last two or three weeks in preparation. He 
will do plenty of sweating, but because he 
is a fairly natural athlete anyway, he is un- 
likely to see this morning’s breakfast again. 

Tbe Old Stager knows that he isn’t a good 
runner, but he gives everything none the 
less, even if he finishes two minutes behind 
the natural athletes. He probably gels more 
benefit from the dimes than anyone. Gen- 
erally a journeyman, career player, he gets 
and deserves much of the respect but lit- 
tle of the money. 

The Lazy Gil wouldn't know a pain bar- 
rier if he tripped over one. A dying breed 



Pat Nevin, the PFA chairman 
and veteran of too many dune 
runs with Tranmere, remembers 
the pains of outrageous training 


in the modern game, this endangered 
species Only survives if he is an extraordi- 
nary and exceptionally talented individual. 
Or a goalkeeper. 

The Smarm is usually a youngster who 
says he hasn't done a thing all summer and 
jells everyone that he is redly worried about 
it all. Omitting to mention that he was the 
county cross-country champion for the last 
rwo years, he effortlessly finishes way 
ahead of the field. This lad has a great first 
week, but suffers during the next week when 
the balk are brought out, since most of the 
others enjoy kicking smug brats. 

Over the years I've tried countless meth- 
ods of preparing for pre-season. Al 18, 1 
trained hard all the way through the sum- 
mer without a break, setting off on 10-mile 
runs every other day. Youth can be so en- 
ergetic, so zealous, so ... totally stupid. If 


1 had kept up that regime. I would hare to 
have retired before I was 30. 

A couple of years ago, for the first time. 
I took a complete rest over the summer, 
having picked up a few injuries. Never 
again: the pain of trying to get back to peak 
fitness in three short weeks, from a state 
of flaccid torpor, was hell. 

Another little-known problem with the 
first day of pre-season training is that it usu- 
ally coincides with (he first day of the school 
holidays. Any hopes of luring about all after- 
noon in a bath or recovering by slabbing 
in front of the television arc replaced by 
some harsher realities, like trudging around 
the zoo, a long walk in the forest or run- 
ning after the little darlings at one of those 
new indoor kids' playzones. A visit to (he 
primming pool Is a good compromise, as 
it’s cnlcrlaining for tin. - kids but also relaxing 


for a weary footballer's legs. 1 rarely com- 
plain, however, because 1 know that some 
of the lads suffer far more than l do. 

I knew one who slept downstairs on the 
couch because it was too painful to drag 
himself up the 1-1 steps at night. At those 
umes, a visii to ihu luile! for him meant ne- 
gotiating those stairs on al! fours, al- 
though lor most of us. coming downstairs 
;n the morning means doing a fair im- 
pression of Frankenstein's monster with 
haemorrhoids. 

Keeping with the lavatorial theme, fol- 
lowing one especially heavy and unexpected 
vveighLs sesnon, a player confessed to me 
that ne had so much pain in his chest and 
arms that wiping after a visit to the loo was 
impossible. 1 hope he look care of his own 
launoiv. 

After that same training session, another 
player almost crashed his car at a round- 
about because he was unable to mm his 
steering wheel due to the pain. Before that, 
idoften wondered why so many profes- 
aomti fvj.thaDer> needed big cats iilh pow- 
«-r steering; now I knew. ^ 

cam rrrK ma,tcr , if y° u «Sm and 
uira 0 »,000 per week, the human body can 

only lake so much. Suffering during pre- 
season training is unavoidable taaiw W, 
cannot stay match fit for 52 weeks a year. 


even- year. Injuries that haw been can 
have to he given lime to heal correc 
Muscle; have to be allowed to M tenet! 
again because over-tiredness leads 
strains. 

At the Professional Footballers' As 
eiation, we witness the effects of the sir, 
burn-out and injuries, with the high nu 
hers of players who are Jorced to retire e 
v the game every war. There are j 
too many matches now. With piav-o 
world Cups, European Championships 
pre-season tours to Outer Mongolia, if i 
money is right, the seasons seem to mei 
into each other. 

It s not all gloom, though. Training a 
nigh level is addictive, and the udrenu 
niMt gives a real buzz. The weather is so 
and it is still a relatively short working d 
so mere is time io do other ihings. The s, 
son s worries are still in the future, thi 
aren’t the worries about last week's rest 
next week’s result, the league position 
evenyourown position. There are also t 
de fights of the pre-season lour. 

SadK- on last year's lour, my room-mi 
returned one morning Wind drunk. M 
Uitang rny bed for the toilet, he relieved hii 
sell ail over it with me inside. At tfa 
moment, even the sand dunes seemed lii 
a great place to be. 
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FOOTBALL With a new season imminent, Glenn Moore examines the problems of the sport s new w 

The game’s future depends on balance 

* . . . iMht n 4<n<> Rnvanel 


Tv.ii wars ago Rick Pany, the chief 
executive of the Premier League, 
went to the United States to see what 
could be learned from American 
sports. While there, one senior ex- 
ecutive said to him. “If you think you 
have problems now, wait until real- 
ty big money comes into your game" 
Shortly afterwards, baseball’s mil- 
lionaires proved his point by going 
on strike. 

English football has not come to 
that vet, but it is getting dose. A 
strike is threatened not among the 
Premiership's millionaires but by tbe 
relative paupers of the Nationwide 
League (what a good start for that 
sponsorship). Meanwhile, the likes 
of Fabrizio RavaneUi are taking 
home more in a week than the na- 
tional average annual wage. 

It all makes for differences in 
mood as the season starts. On tbe 
one hand the game is bigger, more 
fashionable and, arguably, more ex- 
citing than ever. The Charity Shield 
performances of Manchester Unit- 
ed’s players and Newcastle United’s 
supporters left one drooling at the 
prospect of the season to come. 

But, behind the gloss of the Pre- 
miership, there are problems. The 
crux of the Nationwide row is that 
all sides have a valid viewpoint. The 
First Division dubs are aware that 
the gap to the Premiership is grow- 
ing so fast it could become insur- 
mountable to all but the likes of 
Wolves. The rest are thus desperate 
to grab as much of the cake as pos- 
sible. 

That leaves the Second and Third 
Division clubs even further behind. 
It also threatens to squeeze the 
Professional Footballers’ Association. 
Given the meteoric, and largely un- 
foreseen, rise in television income, 
there is an argument for suggesting 
the PFA’s customary 10 per cent cut 
from Football League TV deals 
could be reduced, as the PFAs mem- 
bers. the players, are being paid in- 
directly for performing on television 
through their clubs' ability to pay 
higher wages. 

However, it appears that the PFA 
is the only body that can be trusted 
to have the wider interests of the 
game at heart The PEA is not im- 
mune from politicking, but also has 
no thing like the internal problems of 
the EA - though that organisation is 





Setting out English football's stall: AspriRa, Beckham, Shearer and May represented at least £25m of talent on show in the Charity Shield Photograph: Robert Hallam 


improving. As tor the dubs, most of 
them cannot see beyond their own 
overdraft. 

One thing we can say with some 
certainty is that the next television 
deal with tbe Premiership is going to 
be staggeringly large. The future 
shape of the game will be decided by 
the way that money is distributed. 
This is why the PFA does not want 
to lose the battle with the League. 


With the Bosman ruling likely to 
affect the s mall dubs’ traditional life- 
line of transfer income, there is a 
need to establish a system of com- 
pensation and subsidy. Otherwise, 
the smaller dubs will not be able to 
justify the expense of bringing on 
young players. The obvious way to 
do this is to take off a large slice of 
Premiership television income before 
it reaches tiie dubs. If that was pro- 


posed, the PFA might be more 
amenable to reducing their cut 
Some chance. A few Premiership 
directors and chairmen have paid lip 
service to the idea, and so has Party, 
but there has been no indication to 
date of it being instituted. If it does 
not happen, the tong-term result wiD 
be the change to the kaleidoscopic 
nature of the English game, seeing 
it replaced by a more monolithic ver- 


sion similar to the American sports 
scene, where a group of superdubs 
form a dosed shop at the top. 

It might be even worse. In Amer- 
ica, the draft system and salary caps 
mean there is a measure of equali- 
ty. Here, the Premiership is already 
forming into sab-divisions. There is 
a trio of dubs capable of winning the 
title, a dutch of other dubs which, 
with good management and finan- 


cial input, could break into that 
group, and animp just hoping to stay 
above the relegation zone. 

Among those are Sunderland and, 
while it may notlast, it is good to see 
all three North-east dubs in the top 
flight Sunderland are the poor 
neighbours, while the other two 
show the positive side Of the new 
money flooding the game. Five sea- . 
sons ago, Alan Shearer would have 


been lost to Italy, while RavaneUi 
would never have left there. Part of 

the fends to buy Uiem ^% lh ^ 
has come has come from TV, twt 
much has been generated by the 
dubs themselves- 

A similar story across the Prem- ^ 
iership has created a do«K>n nefa ra V 
cWHand enterprise. Old players 

^^foelaaof'-charaders m 

the game, but the foreign influx has 
meantthat few dubs do not have at 
least one player worth watehixig. 

TIk downside is the prosibletoug- 

tenn consequence for the England 
team. Being able to train alongside 
Roberto Di Matteo may be a boon 
to Chelsea’s England youth in- 
ternational Jody Morris, but it is no 
good if he cannot get into the team. 
The same applies 

at West Ham and Chris Holland at 

Newcastle- . . 

In the short term, the national 
team tools in good bands. Glenn 
Hoddle is capable of maintaining the 
progress achieved by Tferry Ven- 
ables, and be will be grateful for the 
way his predecessor blooded a suc- 
cession of young talents. Even Eng- 
land’s World Cup draw now looks M 

more friendy, as Italy flattered to de- ^ 

ceive in Euro 96 and their Olympic 
Under-23 team Eared even worse. 

It is alsn a season of promise in 
European dub football. There are 
still doubts about the mobility of 
Manchester United’s central de- 
fence but their chances have been 
considerably enhanced by the end- 
ing of the foreign player restrictions. 

For the first time since English 
clubs returned to Europe there 
should be interest, posl-Christmas, 
in the Champions’ Cup. 

Whether Manchester United can 
cope with both their European and 
domestic camnritments is likely to de- 
termine the Premiership. United 
play football the right way, and 
have been a shining example in the 
development of young players, but 
a fourth tide win in five years would 
not be good for the game. 

Their shareholders would notM 
agree, but it might not be good for 
United either. It may be hard to ap- 
preciate at the time but every team 
seeds to foil occasionally, it makes 
the successes all the sweeter. The 
trick is not to make a habit of it Es- 
pecially not starting with Saturday. 


Three young talents ready to shine... 


and the three with most to prove this season 


Entile Heskey 

(Leicester City) Age 18. 

He looks Hke a heavyweight 
boxer - he is 6'2" and 13st 
- hut has played most of Ns 
IMreer so far out on the toft 



- - In time, he is likely to 

move inside to lead the at- 
tack. and he has already played there with 
gbod effect - he has seven goals in his 31 
League appearances. 

Versatile, Heskey can also play in midfield 
when required. 

Tipped for a pre-season transfer and, 
even though he is Lercester-bom and a 
former trainee. It wiH be a surprise if he is 
still at Filbert Street in a year's time. 


David Beckham 

(Manchester Utd) Age 21. 

Hardly a new name (37 
League appearances to 
date), he was arguably Unit- 
ed’s best player in both of 
this year's Wembley appear- 
ances. But is yet to secure a 
role in the centre of midfiekl 
and now faces competition from Karel 
Poborsky in the wide right position. If he can 
keep his place with United he should be 
able to win one with England. He has 
awareness and imagination. 

His willingness preparedness to work at 
his game is reflected in his improved 
crossing, while an encounter with Stuart 
Pearce last season showed he is no shirker. 


Andy Gray . : -± 

(Leeds United) Age 18. - 
He was the redeeming 
feature of Leeds's Coca-Cola 
Cup final. Son of Frank, he . 
has a readiness to run at .- 
defenders, and ability to go 
by them, which recalls his 
unde Eddie. Only played 15 
League games, but already appears positive 
and nerveless. 

Engish-bom but the Scots have their eye 
on him. Having capped him at youth level 
they woufcLhave taken him on their pre-Euro 
96 tour If Leeds had not preferred Mm to be 
rested. Lee Sharpe may be about to find the 
left-wing position is no easier to gain at 
Eland Road than at Old tteffortf. . 


Andy Cote 

(Manchester united) . 

■Cote the GoaT seems a sad 
memory now. Even Ns wefl- 
tafcen champiqrebfp cfinchec 
at Mlddtesbroughwas over- 
shadowed try his subsequent 
abysmal FA Cup final display. 

HteaD-ibund game has - y - 
improved; and fie is sfflj GfiirRK tout foe > -j 
constant failure - and Ere: Cantona's 
withering glares - roust be chipping away at 
hte confidence. Alex Fergjson made a point 
of tefHng Mm he would not have been sold if 
Shearer had signed but as tt Is he has had 
the worst possible start To the season, laid .... 
up with pneumonia white Schotes arid Cruyff 
feast on Cantona's promptings. - 



DavWPIatt i 

. (Araenal) • • 

The homecoming season -. 

. ihto a batfle for fit- : 
ness and form. Played:most 
of&gfand*s Euro 96' •.«. . 
matches wrthout nacaptur- , 

■frig the form of old arid is. . 

‘ now to dangerof losing his .'. • v; . 
international placets vrefl as the captaincy 
Hisprobfemsatenwedfromaperastent 
knee infcfty which pre vented him frompureu- 
Irig Ns sbengh - late runs Into the box. 
white Arsenate Jack of a ^ genuinely creative 
midfielder saw him miscast. He is orty 30. . 
butihe nature of Ns game meats he s 
likely to age quieter than 1 most unless he ' 
can develop his game. . 



• Jontnho . . . : . • i .- 

(Middlesbrough) .' 

Rarely dld.he took foe-best 
young midfield player In foe 
world last season, though 
that-had as much. to do -. 
with Ws being oh a ‘ * 
afferent plane to most of - 
hteteanwnates. His - . . 
international cqnraftmerits'cfid riaf help- 
With Brazil quNS^ir® dutomatic2%1br the - ■ 
next World Cup; there should .be fewer of -' v 
those this s^spn. MidcflesbrpU^i’S'dfoer . 

• Brazilians and Fabrtoo Ravaneffi ougfirto be 
able to read hls®raie: The C9ympicsmay * 
riot have been thdbest preparation tore • • 
long Engish season; though, and . we may - 
need to remember he Is onfy 23. : . 


Money cannot compensate for the loss of a maestro 


Luca Vaktisenri considers 
what effect the exodus 
of talent from Italy to 
money-mad England may 
have in both countries 

Rich and slupid. That was bow the foot- 
ball world regarded the presidents of Ital- 
ian dubs who showered Ajax with money 
to buy a player such as Dennis Bergkamp 
without realising that they also had to build 
around him the playing Astern in which he 
had previously flourished, or who import- 
ed English players such as Luther Blissett, 
who then became the favourite toilet of 
television satirists. 

The departure to the Premiership of in- 
ternationals such os Fabrizio RavaneUi and 
Roberto Di Matteo, preceded by Gianlu- 
ca Vialli - who, in the last two seasons had 
been the emblem of revival at Juventus - 
has changed this perspective. And now Ital- 
ians are convinced that English football 
clubs are rich, very rich. We will soon see 
whether they have also been stupid. 

The first wave of emigrants with first-class 
tickets, a product of the Bosman case, has 
filled Italy wilh two sensations: one of los- 
ing some of the leading lights of their na- 
tional sport and one of being a nation that 
now thinks of business and not just of fun. 
The most telling case is that of Fabrizio Ra- 
vanelli. sold to Middlesbrough for 16 bil- 
lion lire (f 7m). RavaneUi had cost a little 
over 4 billion when his transfer from Rcg- 
giana in 1992 was cased through by a tele- 
phone call from Walter Veltroni, a PDS 
politician and vice-president of tile Coun- 
cil in the present Prodi government, to the 
then president of Reggiana, Ermetc Fiac- 
cadori. Veltroni is an ardent Juventus sup- 
porter and Fiaceadori was also president 
of Coop, the co-operative tied to the for- 
mer Italian Communist Part)'. 

The sale of RavaneUi - who scored the 
decisive goal in the European Cup final 
against Ajax in Rome last May - would in 
the past have been seen by Juventus sup- 
porters as the greatest ot betrayals. Bui 
these days, faced by such an offer, no one 
had second thoughts about taking such a 
money-making opportunity: neither sup- 
porters nor the media. 



professional involvement in the 

TIia r «_ _ r 


u^VUOUUU^iUl Ltl&ZMUE Ul nil IdC- 

vision rights for all Italian football was ab- 
solutely grotesque. Vittorio Cecchi Gori, 
the president of Fiorentina and a Itarfmg 
figure in the Italian film industry, surpassed 
but failed to cover financially the offer mprie 
by RAI, the state television c hann el. 

Perhaps tbe next development will be in 
foe market for football managers. The Ital- 
ians would come out on top in the cham- 
pronship for bank balances mid, in this case, 
Ra)y would once again bring home the spoils 
from foreign tournaments. 

Comparisons between Italy and England 
^ a fraugto subject again during qual- 
ification for the 1998 World Cup in Fiance. 
The new qualifying formula does not 


The Italians who were made an offer they couktnt refuse; Gianluca Vialli, Roberto Di Matteo and Fabrizio RavanelU 

This players' diaspora could be an op- different cases. The Vialh move is a fruit of which the tempo and rhythm of the whole 
•: . r‘ T..L.' : :_i ,iu> DnnHan >-■» m ihat tw* ni*e wtaaseri on nnrinnal team denends. H£ is an Italian in- 


nortunity to transform Italy's provincial 
footballing mentality: having players abroad 
and watching leagues as competitive or 
more so than the Italian league might dis- 
pel the illusion that Italian football is the 
best in the world. Nigeria's victory in the 
Olympic tournament underlined how it is 
no longer enough to have a tradition, such 
as Italy, Brazil and Germany have, for be- 
ing No 1. 

For England it could on the other hand 
be the chance to enrich the technical vo- 
cabulary of their own footballers. Silvio 
Berlusconi's Milan became a superpower 
through their technical and tactical supe- 
riority, but also and above all through the 
professionalism and the example of the 
Dutch trio of Ruud GuUiL Marco van Bas- 
tes and Frank Rijkaard. 

V folfi, Ravnncffi and Di Manecr. three foert- 
baflers of national inyntonrg.andflicreevety 


different rases- The Vialli move is a fruit of 
the Boanan case, in that he was released on 
a free transfer- Juventus had anyhow decided 
not to count on him for foe future. Hs fee 
for re-signing was too high, especially given 
the team’s cost-cutting policy. 

RavaneUi was a market-driven move in 
the old manner: once upon a time it was 
the Italians who would commit any mad- 
ness to get their hands on a proven 
goalscorer - now it fe the English. It is not 
a of the Italian football market hav- 
ing changed course: nowadays they stiH look 
for young players from abroad, such as 
Kanu for Internazkmale. 

Di Matteo is, for Italian followers of the 
game, the real blow: he is a young player 
who does not look on moving to England 
as a way of making do (RavaneUi has said 
more often than not that, had it been left 
to hixn, he would never have left Juventus), 
and who occupies a midfield position on 


which the tempo and rhythm of the whole 
national team depends. He is an Italian in- 
ternational at the height of his powers and, 
like his partner in foe team, Dezneirio Af- 
bertini, one with a guaranteed future. 

Di Matteo is thus the most surprising in- 
clusion in this exodus: Italian teams should 
not have let him escape. But the reality of 
football is often more complex than it at 
first appears. Joventns, in recent years, have 
sold Roberto and Dino Baggio, Vialli and 
RavaneUi, Jurgen Kohler and Andy MOUer, 
and yet have won the championship, the 
Champions’ Cup, and foe Uefa Cup. 

Manchester united and Newcastle have 
bought and spent as hard as they can, but 
have made no progress in Europe. The su- 
periority of Italian dubs over these English 
ones may reside, in foe end in matters of 
Organisation and in details. One example 
ootdd be m pfegeenf physical preparation. The 
impression, seen from abroad, is that Eng. 


Photograph: Allsport 


fish teams have yet to assimilate the impor- 
tance of finding specific and different rraht- 
ing programmes for each player. 

Juventus believed so strongly in this that 
their fitness trainer, Giampiero Ventrone, 
a former Italian naval officer, was as im- 
portant as, if not more than, one of their 
top players. The same applied at Berlus- 
coni's Milan where the fitness trainer, Vin- 
cenzo Pmcohni, was prevented from lea ving 
by the president himselfi he wanted to move 
to Parma, but the red and black team would 
have more happily given up Weah or 
Roberto Baggio. 

The Italians, on foe other hand, envy 
E n gla n d with all their hearts its contracts 
for television rights. In these England hag 
found an Eldorado, where foe renais- 
sance of Engl i s h football started- Ifct in Italy 
foe relationship between football and tele- 
vision has always been governed by polit- 
ical battles and handled by people with little 


Moktova, will have to go to a play-off to 
qi^lify. In Italy before the recent European 
Championship, few would have feared a 
qualifying group with England as the 
mam adversary. For too many years the 
England team had disappointed at in- 
ternational leveL 

chan 8 ed foe perspective, 
wait a k^ig way, realising me semi- 
5 ~ k* 51 ? on penalties to Ger- 
mtoy, wMe Italy went out in the first round 
tlus setback may have been 

rtwS'-Sf “i beiiefit: toere “ no team like 
Jefrahans for excelling themselves in ad- 
and losing when in a position ofsafe- 
ty. the match against foe Czech Republic, 

tir o Tp0 °^ the ^ example of this, 
ltahan opinion of the England team was 

2? toceT&nance in 

m?dfS5S. P10nshlp - 7116 loteraazionale 
SS^^ed off badly and the crit- 
l^hadjump^ on his bade “Atypical Eng- 

only of 811 aggressive. 
SHKfp , *5f : But ^”thcseo- 

ro ^ showed himself 
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Luca Valdisem writes for 
Conim deUa Sent . 
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Hardly the ideal start to ! 
the season and there i 
may be more problems ■ 
to come. If things do ; 
not improve soon even i 
Tony Adams may be j 

wondenngrf he’is 

better off elsewhere - ] 
hf has been linked j 
with Manchester j 
United often enough. 

Nasd to get the new i 
manager installed ' 
soon, and give him the ; 
new players Bruce I 
Rioch was denied. If ; 
that happens an FA ! 
Cup run is not out of j 
the question. Any team 
with David Seaman, 
Adams, Dennis j 

Bergkamp and Ian j 
Wright cannot be 
disregarded. 

But the long-term 
rebuilding job is mas- } 
srve. Too many key [ 
players have hit 30 j 
and the only young ] 
talent is. typically, at 
centre-back with 
Scott Marshall and I 
Matthew Wicks. ' 


One-season wonders? 
Or back at the top to 
stay? Surprised 
everyone last year but. 
as their system is 
sometimes functional 
.1 and predictable, they 
; may be worked out this 
; time, especially as Paul 
; McGrath's knees 
! cannot go on much 
) longer. 

: However, the squad 
j is young and confident, 
j the management 
| astute enough to 
| develop the»r style. 

: Mark Draper could play 
‘ himself into Engand 
recognition and his 
team into a further tilt 
at honours. The squad 
j may look thin but there 
j are good youngsters 
; coming through and 
Gareth Southgate's 
emergence means 
there is cover for 
McGrath. Even so. it 
[ is surprising that 
Fernando Nelson was 
the only buy. 


[ Chns Sutton may 


i flourish in the absence 
j of both Shearer and 
| Mike Newell, while 
Harford is at least now 
I moulding his team, not 
. tinkering with Kenny 

! Dalglish's. 

I Ybrgos Dorns is an 
i interesting capture 
| wfufe the spring signing 
i of Gaty Croft, and 
yesterday’s purchase of 
Robbie SlKJtt, suggests 
Graeme Le Saux will be 
leaving as soot as he 
l is tit 


Coocft: Stewart Houston 
Reserve*: George Armstrong 
Tam Wnley 
Youth: Pat Rice 
Captain: Tony Adams 


Manager Bnai ume 
Assistant: AJan Evans 
Reserves: Jonn Gregory 
Youth: Kewn McDonald 
Captate: Andy TcMnsend 


Umaaggr Say Hartwfl 
Antataoc Tony rarKes 
Ha— im Ten? DanacaB 
Youth: Alan Ir.rre 
CaptahcTm Staaooo 


be Jonn Lutdc (Leeds) tree 
Out: Mark Flans, released 
Ground capacity: 38.500 
Ticket prices for hone sup- 
porters: Adults £12-28; Cfli- 
Wenpayanutt prices accent tr me 
tarn! ly enclosure 
Uckets and prices far may stp- 
porters: 3.000 avertable m£ 13 
Season tickets: £299-637 
Ttckfft enquiries: 0171-704 
4040 

OadR cbrI boaktaflE 0171-413 
3306 

Last yuan 5Ui 
Predctlaic 11 tn 


in: Fernando Kelson (Spoiwg 
Lisbon) £jL5m 

Out: Paui Browne (Raahl 
£120.000; Mark Jones (Mtokas) 
tribunal 

Grwmd capacity: 46.000 
Ticket prices for home sap- 
porters: Adults £13-17; cna- 
dren £6-9 I 


Tide— —d prime tor aweym- 
portets: 3.000 auadabte m £13 
Srason tickets: £223-277 Ibr 
aoults: dddren and OAPs £93- 
139 

Ticket enq u irie s: 0121-327 
5353 

CMS— 1 boahta^ 0121-807 
8000 

lost yean 4ih 
Pred i ct i on: 4lh 


2 _. — ,cw. 
3_.Wntert»en 

5_ aodd 

6-._~ Jtons 

7 Pan 

a Wnfim 

9 — Mwsot* 

lO.^Berfframp 

U H rider 

12 

13_— Baitram 
14 _ — Keawn 
15... — Pariour 
16 „._Hartson 


17 Jttoer 

18. UMv 

20 — JAunqn 
21_McGokndi 

22 i_JjeBqr 

23 DWw 

25— JWM 
38 Harper 

28 Hue— 

29 onto 

30 -McCann 
31 Jtae 


toeYorgosOond iPanathratas) 
hee: Robe* Bart iNewcasde. 
Mum 

Out ACn Shearer (nencasOei 
£15m: Mhs McvreH (Senung- : 
ham) £750.000; Gary Tafflon j 
OWmamoch) free 
Ground capacity: 30,500 
Ticket prices tor boon sup- 1 
porteo: AdUSs £15; dUOien £8 
Tickets and prices tor eweyewr- 
porter s : 4.000 avsfeble at £15 
ladatts); £8 (eftfloren) 

Season tkkots: laagje £263- 
333; Premon £318-402 


it card bookings): 01254 
671S6B 
Last year: 7th 
Predicthiie I2di 


1 Hewers 

2 Cotemar 


1 Bosnlch 

2 QWIK 

3 — SBuftsan 

4 — Southenc 

5 McGoth 

6 — T o w wen d 
7 Tartar 


9— AUocaac 

10 KWke 

11 Johnson 

12 toecfwn 


13 Oakes 

14 jMiga 

15 Nrism 

18 Efccei 

17 — Henrtne 
38— Tter 

19 FaraSy 

2D — Somaca 

21 tor 

22 King 

24. .. . Hi way 


4-ihMnrt 

5 Henay 

6 La Sam 

7 Ron* 

8 — GBtocter 


j lSGodBintecn 

20- Boa 

21 Dans 

22 — .Dcftmer 

23 Ftauft 

24 — wartust 


14 Fternon 

15.._Holn*s 

16 awn 

17 — Mcttnty 


27 — SMieeang 

28 — ea 

29 Hnchen 

32. DuO 

33 Johnson 

34 Cmlt 


[ MANCHESTER UNITED IHl MIDDLESBROUGH || NEWCASTLE LNITED 





After the Charity Shiekf 
exhibition it is hard to 
imagine anyone 
denying United a fourth 
tide in five seasons but 
there are sigis of hope 

for the chasing pack. 

One is that Shearer 
is not at Old Trafford. If 
his finishing had been j 
added to United's 
midfield we could have 
begun writing the paens | 
of praise now. The 
other is tee Champions 
League - five of last 
season's quarter- 
finalists failed to retain 
their domestic title. 

ygt tee kids are a 
year older and tee 
squad strengthened 
with Europe in mind. 
Steve Bruce's presence 
will be missed and 
Andy Cote still lodts an 
expensive mistake but 
after Sunday, who 
would dare bet against 
them? 


Nick Barmby. Juninbo, 
Fabriao RavaneWi.... 
who's next? George 
Weah? Anything seems 
possible now on 
Teesside with Bryan 
Robson's rebuttal of 
Errand's interest 
underlining the 
potential. For the 
moment the 
championship may still 
be out of reach but a 
flirtation with the title, 
and a strong challenge 
for a European place, 
should be within their 
compass- And what 

about a first Wembley 
appearance? 

The Brazilians do not 
have World Cup 
qualitylng 

commitments, RavanelH 
looks we K- suited to 
England, hard wonting, 
with plenty to prove, he 
might even justify his 
wages. 
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If they do not do it this 
year the anti -dimax will 
be Shattering- 
Questions remain about 
the defence, notably on 
the flanks and between 
the slicks, but Sunday's 
demolition also showed 
weaknesses in central 
defence, midfield and 
attack, it was, after an, 
the lack of g&is which 
betrayed them in the 
end last season, when 
they only conceded two 
more than the 
champions but scored 
seven less. 

Shearer, If the right 
partnership can be 
found, should solve 
that problem but tee 
right balance needs to 
be found behind him. 

As at Old Trafford one 
of the hardest tasks win 
be keeping everyone 
happy. Should be 
stronger for last years 
experience - and 
possibly for Sunday's 
loss, but tire other 
United seem to be 
improving fester. 
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i Predicting such a lowly I 
I place - 12th - is 
j leaving a hostage to ! 

fortune - Jack Walker's. ' 
j A wave of hs . 

: chequebook could lift J 
I teem into European ! 
j contention, but can a i 
Klinsmann or Kluivert 

be persuaded to join a : 
dub with Iftue real hope ! 
; of tee tide? I 

l Alan Shearer's ' 

| departore is a ; 

j shattering blew, thougi ■ 
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Chelsea are 
unpretfictable at the 
best of times and it is 
almost impossible to 
forecast their destiny 
now. if Glanluca Viaifi 
and Made Hughes dick; 
If Ruud Guint can both 
manage and play; if 
Frank Leboeuf 
maintains his pre- 
season form, Chelsea 
could be up there, 
j But one wonders. Is 
| the god keeping good 
j enough? Will there be 
■ enough goals? in Mike 
1 Duberry and Jody 
j Moms there is young 
j promise but tee squad 
j has too many ordinary 
players. More spending 
; is required. At least 
j there should be 
consstemiy good gates 
to help pay the wages 
bill, whatever the 
opposition. - 
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It becomes Increasingly 
dfficuttfbra did) with 
Forest's constitution, 
which predudes 
rrtiffionare chairmen 
from takeover, to 
compete. The lack of 
fends has not been 
helped tty Frank dark's 
recant abberations 
(Andrea SDenzi? Kevin 
Campbell?) in a 
previously gxxl transfer 
record. Fbminately, he 
Is an oceiient tactician 
and it is a shame he will 
not get tee chance to 
test himself in Europe 
again. TWs year's buys, 
especially Nikola Jerkan, 
look better even If, at 
32, Saunders may be 
runriHig out of goals. 

Will be hard to beat, 
and worth backing in 
tee cups, but a . 
championship 
challenge is probably 
beyond them. The 
■pineapple" has gone, 
though Jason Lee 
remains. 
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They are trying so hard \ 
to change their image it : 
) is a surprise they are j 
I not now called Coventry • 
Gladiators, or High field | 
Heroes. Big Ron gaes 
on spending (what 1 
must Phil NeaJ and 
Bobby Gould, his 
predecessors, teink?l I 
but the signings are 1 
beginning to carry the ‘ 
stamp of Gordon 
Strachan. '■ 

Gary McAllister's 
pasang could bn ng the 
best from a potentially 
thrilling forward hne 
when City have the 
ball: his experience 
should add composure : 
■ to tee defence when 
they do not Still a long ' 

| way from challenging i 
the best but. for once. | 
they should avoid the 
! relegation scramble. j 


Monacal: fan Alfcnsar 
Coach: Cordon Soacton 
nuunrar. Cary Penary 
YouttE Trevor Gould 
Captain: Oon Qubkn 


! Have they spent ; 

■' enough? In the last j 
j nine seasons 10 
'■ promoted dubs have i 
i gone straight back ! 
j down again and Derby . 
are in danger of joining i 
j them. Afjosa Asanowc 

• is an excellent signing | 
■ and Igpr Stimac is a - 
j Premiership-quality ; 
> player but tee rest of 

: the squad is thin. Goals 

• may be hard to come 

j by and all of Jim | 
Smite's experience will j 
! be required to keep 
: County up. j 

i However, tee 
. Baseball Ground is sure ; 
; to tinge with 
I atmosphere in ns final • 
season and teat i 

• combined with their 

| often bog-iike pitch, < 

, may enable Derby to > 

! gamer enough home ! 

1 wins to survive. One of 1 
i the promoted elites has J 
; to, if the Premiership is i 

• not to become a closed . 
i shop. 


FA Cup gory in his first ' 
! season, league stability ; 
I m his second. The 
■ ( script for Joe Rcyle's i 
I third year included a 
• decent tide challenge 
| but there still appears a : . 
! lor of re-butiding tc go 
I and they may hare to 
settle for a wt at a cup. 

, Most urgent is a 
' goalscorer id partner 
I Duncan Ferguson who, ' 
! if he can avoid injury 
i and scandal, may begin 
I repaying Erertoman 
j forth, if none is sgr^i 
; 17-year-c!d Mrchaei 
; Branch may get tr.s 
j chance. 

I In midfield Gary 
j Speed is eager and ! 
i Tony Grant promising 
! while Paul Gerranfs ar- : 

J mral secures tee future ■ 
j in gpal. His debut may . 

I be delated by Nev.Tle 
j Southall's staying cut | 
he can have no better j 
example to learn from. 


I Will Gary McAllister's 
i departure leave Leeds 
; bereft of inspuanon. or 
! v.iH the youngsters flour - 
; ish out of his shadoiv? 

The youthful promise, 
pereomfied by Andy 
Gray, is a consequence 
■ of Howard Wilkinson's 
lengthy tenure and he 
e'earty intends to re- 
. man for a few years 
yet. His summer 5>gn- 
, mgs are all good ones: 

! Liverpool wanted Lee 
Bowyer, Everton covet- 
ed Nigel Martyn and 
Celtic led a possee af- 
ter Ian Rush. Lee 
Sharpe seems expen- 
sve but he needed the 
move and may flourish. 

Yet something seems 
awry at Leeds and Tony 
Yeboah's injury <s a se 
! nous blow - Leeds lost 
. 12 of their 16 games 
. without him last year. 
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; klartm O’Neill was al- [ 
j ways destined for Pre- * 
j miefship management 
i but vteat an unprorms- [ 
) mg way to arrive. Since i 
! the play-offs began . 

, eight teams have been ! 
i promoted through 
] them, yet just two have I 
\ survived, only one in 
; tlie last seasons. ( 
i That is thr measure of j 
• Leicester's task and, [ 
i unlike that last survivor, j 
. they have no Jack i 
j Wjiker. I 

They recognise the i 
' problem, the mid-sum- j 
j mer boardroom coup 
. was engineered to pro- j 
! vide more funds but, as 1 
1 yet. new players liave I 
j not been forthcoming. ! 
i Instead last year’s top j 
1 scorer. Iwan Roberts. 

! has left. Emile Heshey j 
j remains, but for how J 
(long? j 

j Still, there is always ; 

: next season's promo- 
; tron campaign to look ! 
i forward to. 


j We will never know how 
i close Liverpool wou'd 
I have come to the tire 
! if Jamie Redknaop had 
; not been injured pla>- 
! mg for England. By the 
[ ume ne regained f:t- 
; ness and form tee , 

j challenge was dying 
j despite tee fomeus wtn I 
; over Newcastle and 
i four points from Man- 
I Chester united. 

I Redkrupp's injury 1 

j highiightsd one weak- 
; ness, a lack of strength ■ 

I in depth. Patnk Berg- 
| et's stgnmg has helped i 
! that, especially with 
| Michael Thomas stay- 
I mg. Equally Significantly ' 

} Berger may add pene- • 
tratioir to a midfield 
I which was full of pass- j 
mg but short on forward ! 
running. j 

With Ian Rush gone 
Robbie Fowfer and Stan 
CoUymore will have to 
stay fit. If they do Liver- j 
pool could yet make it j 
a three -horse race. ‘ 
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A huge disappointment 
last year and no 
obvious indication of 
improvement this. That 
Marc Degryse and 
Darko Kovacewc have 
gone suggests the 
usually methodical 
David Pleat did not 
think their signings 
through enough. Andy 
Booth is a useful buy. 
but he may take time 
to adjust to the step up 
In qiotfity. 

Plenty of decent 
players but. apart from 
the ageing Chris 
Waddle, little which is 
outstanding. Attilio 
Lombardo would have 
added quality but, while 
itlsaprtyhewillnotbe 
coming, Wednesday j 
deserve praise for I 
refusing his ludicrous I 
wage demands. 
Someone has to - just j 
as long It does not cost : 
Pleat his job. ; 


Sacked a saint and 


hired a sinner. An 


Msssgsr David P*ea 
A sifrtnnfc Peter Shreeves 
Coacfr Bottjy Srrwti 
Reserves: Afoen Phelan 
YontfcRfcfey HI 
Captofn: Pew ABwion 


I exaggerated view but 
j that is how many people ; 
vM see Dave ! 

Memngton's ! 

! replacement by Graeme • 
Sou ness. Memrgton wifi ! 
look at Alter Ball’s ! 
sunwat and wonder: 
one hopes he finds work ! 
soon. Sou ness’ signing ; 
| shows ambition but. j 
j without money, what | 
: can he do which 
[ Merrington did not? j 
It wad be interesting j 
j to see how Matt Le , 
Ttssler responds to 
Souness's "coaxing’ - I 
Bruce Grobbelaar dearty • 
did not fancy renewing j 
his acquaintance. Until i 
local and national 
government allow them I 
to move to a new 
i gound Southampton ! 
vm 9 always be struggling 
to stay in the 
Premiership. The onty I 
difference this time is 
that they win not have 
the support of neutrals. 


\ Tony Coton should be , 
! vrefi-rested after 
i spending last season ? 
j warming Manchester's \ 
| substitutes' benches. > 
■ He will need to tie 
: because he win be ! 

i busier this season than J 
I he has ever been. He j 
; also has a tot to live up | 
: to. Shay Given’s 12 
l clean sheets in 17 on- ■ 
loan appearances went ; 
I a long way to helping ■ 
] Sunderland up. ! 

j it is only tee second , 

I season an three Ncrth- 
I east clubs have been in : 

; the top flight since 
; 1954. On tee only 
I other occasion, 1976- ( 

| 77, Sunderland went 
| straight back down and 
i Peter Reid will have to .’ 

! use all his nous if there i 
I is not to be a reoeat. I 
I Michael and Phil Gray* 

I could impress if they 
I get the service but ! 
i Roker Park's last tuU ! 

, season could be one of 
; disappointment. 


• Less bnttie, but also ! 
; less attractive than 1 
; Tottenham teams of 
[ yore. Relatively quiet in | 
tee transfer market but j 
| they effectively have a j 
I new £8m player in , 
; Darren Anderton's 
< return. ! 

1 Oirts Armstrong I 
j should start the season 1 

1 running this time and, | 

: wtih Andenon and Ruel | 
I Fo* U> provide, he and ' 

■ Teddy Shenngham 

; should score plenty of I 
; goals. Doubts at full- ! 

; back and also in central ! 
; defence where Gary J 

■ Mabbun cannot be I 
! expected to defy time ; 
‘forever. 

Sd Campbell mav ' 

1 need to establish ' j 
! himself in one position ; 
j at White Hart lane in 
, orderto do so with ' 

; England. Hard to beat. 1 
; and how often has that ! 
r ever been said about ! 

I Spurs? j 


I Not so much the East 
End Academy these 
days as the ‘fycee 
mondiale'. Still, given 
i the astronomical pnee 
I of Engish players it is 
I hard to argue with 
j Harry Redknapp's 
! international wheeler- 
j dealing. 

Paulo Futre and 
Bonn Raducioiu have 
the pedigree but 
Richard Hail may go 
furthest to helping West 
Ham confirm their step 
i up from relegatiorv' j 

1 promotion yo-yo club to 
] mid-table stability. ; 

i If tee youth team is 
I not stymied by the 
foreign legion Danny 
I Williamson should 

j progress with Re 

I Ferdinand next in line. 


| Manats* Many Retfoupo 
| Aos l s uirt: Hart, Laroaro 
j Cootie Finn* BrttM? 
Ttatfai Torr, Carr 
Captafee Sum ftms 


A decade at the top, 
one of only eight dubs 
to have survived so 
tong, who would have 
thought it? Wimbledon 
are now so well 
established that few 
dare tip them for the i 
drop and for tee 
moment, it seems, they | 
are not even a seffing i 
club. i 

Dean Hoklsworte i 

may go, In time, but 1 

Wimbledon will seek to j 
keep him until Jason I 
Euell is ready to take i 
ovec Ben Thatcher is a • 
good signing while i 
Chris Perry would be 
widely acclaimed if he j 
was with a more j 

fashionable club. A : 

good mix of young legs ! 
and old heads with j 
plenty of character from 
both groups. 


tae Aftiv Boatti (Hu&tenfefcH 
£2. 7m; Mari Claite (fathwtiami 

taaftflco 

One More Degyse [PSv Ena- 
tauen) £3. 6m; Dario Kavaemie 
IRaal Sooedad) £2.7m; Ore 
Wboas ! Colorado Spring) 
£150^00; Lance Key (Dundee 
Untied) ftm Snnoii Smart (Fii- 
hsmt rr» 

crowd capacity: 40,000 
Ticket prices tor borne sap- i 
port e tK Adute £10-18; con- 
cessions £6-12 

Tkfeaisandpriesatorawsta- 

portsiK 4JMD aaiMSB «: £13 
(Muter. £9 t eo n ewa n ej 
S e as o n tkfcsts: AcUU £399- 
297; conoes^ons £339-201 
Ttcfestenqufetes fretodtoe cred- 
it card &oohln(s): Olid 
2212400 
Last yeas: 15th 
ProdteBe* 1681 


Manager Graeme Soutoes i 

AMiMK; PW Soeisma I 

nstemas: Teny Casts 
Yotrtfc Aiyi Murray j 

Carnatic Berry Censor. | 


) ltons g ar Gwy Fgnas 

| AssBfcsae Rapir Crass 
1 Btaa nrtto Qua Mvgmn 
jYootlr CCS Bu>fi 
■ Captofec Gary ttexaB 


IFWbRM 
t Pai£ Eraccweo 


he Graham Pmer (Swfceil 
£250,000; Gary ucnK iTorwov) 
nonttBl tee; netted CkyleftfBRS- ! 
DtCcy! £150,000 I 

Out: ncfuid Hal iwea Han) 
£L9m; Tommy VAddnngiOTi • 
fGnmsby) £300^00; taffiWai- 
tera (Swictail free; Bruce ftobfae- 
bdr (RymouCr; free 
(burnt! Capacity: 15.000 
Tlcfeat prices Cor borne sap- 
pertsro: AAAS£37; CftWren £8 
Tickets and p rtcas for bane 
support ei s: 1500 evade tie ot 

Soasoa defeats £270-340 

TktaCfe urp i Hiie fadMfcgcwd I 

it card taoMegs): 01703 
337173 
last year: 17th 
Pmti cflo a: 18 m ireiegsedj 


| YWtte Rcl.v StWga 
j Captafee ta. 1 T Bad 


: Bryar. -9of teasers J 


Be Aim Rae i.Mibaas ■ £lm; Tony 
j Coion (Maneneswr Cf^Ml 


1 PiB ssn an 

2. — —AihenoR 

3 -talar 

iwJ aiua p 
5— H e oaam e 

6 .VWta 

7 .WMtngWn 

&0R 

9 Post . 

1ft- 9t«n ! 

U tartar I 

12— Wyda 

13 -Ciota I 


14 Meal 

15 WadSo 

16 SMiOi 

17 _B«0» 

18 ^SEfarustc 

19 Oakn 

2T com 

21 — ..Jones 
22 _DdMUaen 

23 WAara 

24 LMgM 

25J*mwm 


1 Seasan 

2 Dodd 

3 Benu 

4 — —Ms&a r 
5. — Venbtn 
S_.-Mmlou 
7_._ioTbacr 
8» — .Vfisflon 
9.-.Srtppcriey 
10 — Maddison 
U... ..Htwey 

12 Pcttt* 

13 Jtou , 


14. Chariton 

35 NMron 

36._.lfe^« 
IT .taw 

18 XMOry 

33 Xkyoen 

23 Bnmoe 


£600.000; Raul SSso-T OJate- ! 
pod) tree 

Oi±Gadari tonsticncsBuvf *^c. : 
Alec Crumbortaip iWa^bTO) I 
£40jK» 

Ground r a pacity : 22.657 i 
Ticket prices tor neaw top- • 
partem £ 16-22 > 

Ws tisd wferthi a iafs a 1 
pOrtSt* UlOiKiilafelc 31 £16 
isunotnfi) ! 

soasoa ttdrtts: £295-250 j 
netataiqrirtes (taetisSM crad- 
le ram hnafeingi): 01 » 1 564 
2596 

Last year in iFita Omnani 
Pradtedo u. 20 ffi u drjrrd i 


I tic Asr Nfiseri tBonfial £1.6 ri: • 
’ fog 1 Saaips^ri iSan FranctKo I 
A,! bib») taa j 

;0bc tom Watson ffianndonj ] 

^ ***** Pata «J : 
£g5,gOP;-Ste ) e Siade .QW) 

| £2S0fl0ft Bs tiwsiea. raned : 
i Brand Ctanettjc 33400 I 
iDctat pricaa for tame no- [ 
■ pom AMI £17-33; roncts- 
aonsU5 | 

Iktaits end prtcas Tor away! 


fer norm Rdduo&u (Esotiitii I 
£2.4m; Mari, Bowen (Norwctil 
feta; Paulo Futre iMOanl free: 
tocrtafd Hpll iSoutharnoion) 
£l.9m; Mscnaei Hufifees iSoas- 
frta: Slew Jones 
(Bomormrn £200.000; Scon 
“tan \Boumcnauth) kxm 
.Ocfc^torV Worsen IflasnomwBi] 
O50.D00: Data Gwrion 
iBoumemoum) tree: Les Sealn 
! lltytonOnere) tree; Ahm Maui 
; (Lfytwi Onert) free 
Swfewd csp ac l ty i 25.634 
Tkkat arise* tor tans sim- 
ponmt Mnribns £16-24; nwv 
£17-25; cononsions 

u 


Mtafe d ti ; toe towa 
*ta*PtfeotTmyaren 
n assro es: ume Sanchez 
YouOs Emm tiopett 
CsitalKWnitafem 


r 


wtataMd prtcas ter away 
sapppertan: 2.200 v 4^00 


I ataLdse ti £17-20 m £20-23 i 
1 fa stieOBd nwches 1 

j T s st oo dafeets: £330-600 
ID*s* taqalrtso: 0161-365 
: 5bJ 

'.Cjtah cord IxmMw Non- 1 

! fees 01B1-3E5 5100 
j last ysac 8ih I 

■ **aeeoKSBi 


and prion Ter own 
■ W t e ra: 2-200-3.600 ant- 

OUe at £ 1812 ? isdtAs); £10 
iconoemona) 

Sonao defeats; Mtis £ 310 - 
460; concesaons; £385-275 
"ntm fenqidrlaa; 0181-548 

CmBt am taoMsee MenttMis: 
0181-413 9014; nan-menttarc: 
0181-413 9013 
Lntynr lOffi 
**»®etita!i«h 


** Ben inatctier iMmwaai! 

il^m^ltancan Junp (RiDttn! i 

Ofet SUM TaSmys (WnturJ); 
Gerald Ditobs; Roger Jcsepn; 
Kws Soeera; Juaw Skirtner 
Mark Ttamas, td reteasec 
firoond copattr x&Q 
TMad P rtcas for home sap- 
£13-20: (MPsm 

OWW UD 

TMrttsa qd pricaa ter any m- ! 
Ptatone 8,000 BnKHie at £15 
Soowo defeats; £165-250 
^rl eaqBhtas: 0181-771 




ttatytar 14tn 
Pradtedon: 14th 


23^...Fkman j 
24 —Hteron 


25— Shew 
2G....tetonscn 
27_„tashom • 


I 1 Ann 12... 

2 tuna 12 ._ 

3 icon 14... 

J — Bracenw 1S._ 

5 — Bos le ... 

6 IMMg 17... 

7 -JUGrair 18... 

6 Ort 19™ 

9 faMee 20... 

TO. — Swnn ai „ 

11- Apww 22 _ 


JtaS 

Psw 

- -ta-e, 

PGray 

Ktfv 

— Ansu 

Smm ■ 

^ -BncgBJ i 


1 ware i 34.JtafwaB 

2 Ambn 15 Vfeon 


I 3 — Eonfea®i 16.. JtswMt 


1? — . ,.T umv 


5_c*uen»oo0 saTjlWtaion I 

6-M..ABboip 19 .Sees l 


1 7 

l .Jietan 1 22 _ jwsau 


j — tavnvi 23 cowbb bI 

?4 .CUM? 


! 11 -Amorone 95~«L . Can 
; 1? -Oaaed 26 jfohvn 


• — Bafensan | 2T^;_.ta«an 


3 Dele 

« Pam 

5_ kbk 

B. u .WHsneon 

* 

8 taper 

»-.-_.A*ee 

10 kfoncur 

li-Jtafccm 
12 

14 dm 

15 Bum 


16— .——Futre 
37.i_-imnu . 
IS-Oummeacu 

19 .Staw i 

20 .Boron 
22 . -WMfereag 

23 taw 

2« — H^nes 
26.. .luniuuid 
27.— tonsnend 

28 

30— Meuane 
33 ——Finn 


1— -Si*wn 
2.£iMBRgv3re 

3- HtnCrie 

4- -. ..June 

5 BtoctarC 

* -toatefeer 

r^wnortHQ 

B in 

9 Beiej 

lO.Jtaaworm 
u JSopo 


14 .. GaOrtHan 

15 JtaNM 1 

16 Thom 

17 —MCNkSW 

18 JWtov 

19.. CaKmra 
20—. Hartaa 

21 — 4uop 

22 Ctaw 

23 EuM 

24.—.— Ftar 
25 PCrtte 


Analysis by Glenn j 
Moore i 


»W1 rasaath tv kn tax**. 
Aaw Gee, Nkk Herts. Mfrt*r 
and Andrew Ostiom 
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Call for cut in betting tax 


The British Horeeraring Board 
will today publish details of its 
submission to the Treasury, 
asking for help in November s 
Budget to ease the sport’s Lot- 
icrv-induced financial crisis. In 
what is. in effect, a 19-page beg- 
one letter, the BHB asks for a 
reduction in betting duty of 1.75 
per ccnu ;ind makes it clear that 
fin.- livelihoods of thousands of 
people mav depend on whether 
Kenneth Clarke is persuaded by 
their arguments. 

The most significant aspect of 
the BHB’s submission is its 
contention that a duty cut 
should be split between a direct 
cash injection for the racing in- 
dustry and a further reduction 
in the belling ‘Tax" paid by pun- 
ters. in order to stimulate bet- 
ting turnover. The BHB would 
like 0.75 per cent to pass to rac- 
ing via the Levy, with the re- 
maining one per cent returned 
to punters via a cut in their de- 
ductions to eight per cent. The 


Greg Wood reports on the British Horseracing Board's appeal 
to the government to aid an industry threatened by the Lottery 


bookmakers, in a separate sub- 
mission to the Treasury, asked 
for a 1.5 per cent cut in duty, all 
of which would be passed on to 
their customers. 

The Chancellor's Budget 
speech in November wffl thus 
mark the first major test of the 
political connections of Lord 
Wakeham, which were thought 
to be a significant factor in his ap- 
pointment to suceed Lord Hart- 
ington as chairman of the BHB. 

“Racing’s submission is com- 
pelling. well documented and 
closely argued,” Lord Wikeham 
said yesterday. “Years of over- 
taxation of betting and the con- 
sequent depressed contribution 
from betting turnover are now 
really taking their toll. Racing 
urgently needs a significant in- 
jection of funds to enable it to 
flourish.” 


The BHB's submission also 
offers an interesting summary of 
the state of British raring, and 
what a state it appears to be in. 
It pants out how poorly we com- 

tries in terms oflhe'p^latage 
of betting turnover returned to 
the industry, and notes that 
there is “a disturbing decline in 
investment in two-year-olds” 
and “an exodus of high-quality 
bloodstock abroad for breeding 
purposes.” Owners, meanwhile, 
face one of the poorest risk-fo- 
reword ratios anywhere in the 
world. 

Clearly, it is in the BHB’s in- 
terests to accentuate the nega- 
tive, but it is hard to disagree 
with the conclusion that “unless 
significant investment is made 
immediately, racing will face a 
dramatic decline.” 


What such a decline might 
mean in human terms is set out 
in a study by KPMG Manage- 
ment Consul ting which accom- 
panies the BHB document. 
“The Economic Vhhie of the 
British Horseracing and Breed- 
v Industry” concludes that in 

1995, raring and betting pro- 
vided employment, both di- 
rectly and indirectly, for more 
than 100,000 people. In rural ar- 
eas, where alternative employ- 
ment Is often scarce, the 
industry employed the equiva- 
lent of one in eigh t agricultur- 
al workers. In mayor training 
centres such as Newmarket and 
Lambourn, meanwhile, at least 
a third and up to a half of all jobs 
in the area depend on racing. 

Many of these local 
economies, as well as hundreds 
of betting shops, win be at risk 


of collapse if the alarming de- 
cline in betting turnover caused 
by the National Lottery is not re- 
versed. The future of top-class 
raring in the country where the 
thoroughbred was created could 
now depend first cm whether the 
Chancellor appreciates the scale 
of the problem, and then on 
whether he is prepared to assist 

in its solution. With income tax 

cuts an obvious priority, the must 
be doubtful. 

As the BHB’s submission 
points out, “racing’s appeal is 

dearfyvrsy deep-rooted, despite 
the uneconomic terms on which 
it has been conducted, which 
would have Jed to its virtual ex- 
tinction elsewhere.” Even the 
deepest roots, though, are lit- 
tle protection in the face of the 
force 10 gale which the Lottery 
represents. Let ns hope that 
Lord Wrkeham, a former Gov- 
ernment chief whip, has not lost 
his touch in the blade arts of po- 
litical persuasion. 



Durable Cliche 
in comfort zone 


Ratings 

LUKE ARDLEY 


Wakeham: 'closely arguetF 


Chasers stand 
four square 


Fbr what is believed to be the first 
time since the War, atherthan 
in two-runner races, an entire 
field returned the same starting 
price at Southwell yesterday. 

Neither punters nor book- 
makers could separate the four 
nmnexsin the Skegness Handi- 


run), and they were ah returned 
as 11-4 co-favourites. Maggots 
Green won by four lengths. 


Classic Cliche should gain one 
of those straightforward victo- 
ries to which horses of his class 
are occasionally entitled, if be 
goes for the Group Two Geof- 
frey freer Stakes at Newbury on 
Saturday. 

The last reigning Ascot Gold 
Cup winner to take the contest 
was Ar dross, in 1981 and 1982 
- when he gave Lester Piggott 
bis 4,000th winner - and Godol- 
phfn’s chief standard bearer is 
likely to tread the same route 
to tire Prix de l’Arc de THom- 
phe, in which Ardross finished 
second to Akiyda. 

Classic Cliche has proved 
the most durable of Godoipbin's 
classic winners and his battling 
qualities brought out his best 
performance in defeat by Pen- 


tire in the King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth Diamond 
Stakes, which was run m an ex- 
ceptional time. TTieson i of Sato. 
can now be rated as high as 133. 

This year's St Lcgcr aspi- 
rants can only suffer by com- 


liven -- 

penalty Oass* Cliche will have 
to cany, Dushyantor would 
have a lot to find c.n Saturday, 
in terms of temperament as wen 
as ability. Neither Henry Cecil s 
charge nor any of the three- 
year-olds left in the Geo Urey 
Freer Stakes look up to St Leg- 
er standard. 

CeOFFREVFBEERSWKES: Ctec OCte 133. 
Ptettlonas us. Didryawof 22 2 
* 120, Kay To My Heat 119. Ptartwn a* 

m RusSi aw* lifl. WWW OMitty 

VWttfitrop* lia. Buste* fteme U7. Song 
antes 117, Muafta Ufi, LearWMs lW San> 
tarn 110, Baroque 110. Simmer Spe* 
103, Arnhem 92 


SANDOWN 


5.45 Tatlka 
&15 PtiyUda 
&45Tamhid 


HYPERION 

715 Pearl Venture 
745 Fffiat (nb) 
815 Gone Savage 


GOING: Straight couth- - Good uj Finn (Good In pbcei): Round muse Good (Good 
m Finn w (riansi. 

STALLS: Strati* enurte - Ear side: remainder . trade. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High numbers have considerable advantage in fif raw, 

■ RitiU-hand iracW wtlh a wponuc fif course. 

■ Roittouiv « on .1307. four miles south or HngHon. Eater railway station (aovteo 
from Lurnkm, Wuiilnoi adjoins course. ADMISSION: Club & Grandstand (combined) 
413; Junmri.Tub ( [G-37iyral SJO; Silver Ring£-l. CA&PAHK: Free, or 12 in members. 


el WEYBfVDGE MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS O 
£5,000 added 2YX) 5f Penalty Vztfue £3^66 

BON QUEST MreE3acHnan)TJHau0mm 90 fiCaricrri 

0 HOT SHOT (29) Mm S ftmcM G L Max 9 0 SHMbflrifal3 

3 MCXmE(Z3)(RAShte4CJames90 Cfatiarll 

NEHhm IIARMB (HA Citing) JLH8TO 90 HCockm7 

85 PADDY LAD (fl) IN &GM<£nn<nnmri Ensnare)) R Oms 90 PBoataakU 

06 RBS«GQIinri2QIASHetetiBMetia)9Q BItofteB 

GO TNUmD(<M)(RHST1)WMuB90.. MEdikay2 

0 1EOT1KmTS(3qUSnnaMDRHteinan9Q W Wood* 5 


tiw staUa finished behind Lomberto in the Hunts hb test year end is another who show 
be suited by sum gm In me gpyrtl. but ha has not ran for four months. Abcyr, LVflxnt- 
en m wro starts, has bean off dneo beating Lucayai Prtnoe a neck at Leicester In May aid 
has it do watt a 101b penalty, wttia I mi yabl Utde enoonagmwnt h H u i nm arawtn's 
Goodwood race receraiy but may have needed the nn having been absent since wtnnbg at 
Donraswin March. Puts* Nostor bas also been off since March and lhara needs to hm 
been awsrfgW ran if Ns stable Is to alow Nm to titas Ns chance today. Treated would 
haw a gxd chance if able lo repoducetiiafonn of Nairn beNnd Ramos and L'Ana Louis 
tilHrtiilmfwsprng. Setectton: PHANTOM QUEST 


i SURREY RACING HANDICAP (CLASS C) £8fl 00 


10 

J1 

33 CHAM RQKnON (80) (Mb Gay Jared M Jsrv* 8 8 

Gflrai BOULEVARD (USA) (ftfon F Scaly] 1 Breflrg 8 9 

_PAtibui3 

1 IMM1 

L 

i 

!^ZU added lm 6f Penalty Vaue £5,550 

A0 o*fy. innn pyyi) (traa (uww) I**) i MhJti R in n 

12 

13 

PHTUOA [Me P J hbtei] P Makn 8 9. 

STOCK AL DANCBt Ws M Ftitam) t\ EkitB 8 9 

S Sandora 10 

_ Dltanbon8 

2 

3 

05342SF BOOU.SE»TON(G7fo(ftoi*is»CarpetsU)*<flBkanai7 9: 
602210 PEAI8.VBnVB(10J(C)(DrFra*GBCrea)SWaadi49T_ 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: R Bmm - 39 wtanoa from 31 7 runnera 0nw 

■ mcnM ratio aT tint iikM Unit hill stake af£fi3.42: JGoadea- 22 winners, 105 

runners 3 1 _T4 l 4-S6JJ5; J Dunlop - 20 winners 106 mnnors. ISJfle. -47JS; I Balding - 
17 winners. IK rennere . 10.7%, +49.83. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Fit Eddery - 58 wtns 270 rides. 21.5%. +il(MC: L Dettori - 
:«mm. 211 ndrt. IH^V J I0JB; T Quinn - 23 olio. 1D7 rule. 14.2%, 414 723: W Car- 
KM -jjVwfaa- IW rates 407.09. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. WINWEBSIN LAST SEVEN DAYS: AMU Dane PM5! 
won ai Balh m Thursday; Did School Hwwi (7.15) won at Bath on Thursday. 
LONG-DISTANCE BtJNNEBS: PriaeAg)n«r 1.5,451 ecru 238 rnOes by J L Gyre (ram Swum 
Bank. N Varies: Metal Bays (9.151 seat 210 mfles by MhsLHddill bum Cokon. N Yoriat 


_ iff p fcu urf — 

BEUDB: UXK30 tecwbno, 6-1 Cbrin IfamcthH, 1L2 PbyMa.6-1 Owm BoulannLlSA Tetilho 
Water, 8-1 Hot Stmt, 10-1 Putty Lad, 12-1 TteteM. 20-1 others. 

1995: Surreme 2 9 0 C Butter 13-2 (W R Nk®1 8 ran 

FORM GUDE 

Witfi agsod draw I1U and the bensfU o( a provKxis ran. INCADME most aopeal. He 
was a 25-1 ghat on his Windsor debut but raoetf prontnendy all die way to be tfdrti to Gun- 
ners (9ory and he may not need to improve on that to score agurmt these rivals. Thto is a 
much easier race thai the Newnatet one won by Grapeshot last month, wtai Test Tim 
Water, who drifted from 10-1 to 33-1 was rfmh of 33. Rctwd Hannon's ooK must be fbared, 
and so mustTaMnd. wah Rat Eddery booked, tithougfi a low draw Is aganst hw. On breed- 
ing, ri is not certain what Mil tie fiaan Boobrvard’s best mp and ban Bettings newcomer 
has the lowest draw of aB to overcome. Chain Reaction has been beaten a tor way In (tn- 
rsMng tfwd both starts to date and Is another oawn low. tut ManybB Mariner is bred to 
be speedy bong the fin* dm of MenyNI Maid, while Tutaiw ateo has a IMy-toaMM ped- 
gea and b wtif berthed (12 of 13J. Soi a cf ion: INGATTME 


DlMneB 
— TSptiteS 
.W Weeds 7 

4 0310-02 IUDORISUfD0N)(CD}(DSfeACBMlah79T BDoftal 

5 006004 BBVLEET pi) (C 6 Donuni RAnranig591 LDtitadA 

6 24322 JYUSH(3g[Haniaan AIMaNmTDHThananJonea390— BClarl 

7 033W SIGMROllJBt SWty (39HRMCp8f1C(^ZK390 T«teS 

8 432102 ARCnCFANW (USA) (2*5 (D) flhe Cod Customas) P Hanb 3 8 13 GHW8 

9 11-11U BNUlNWBOT|2q(a»(yYFBtneatiWRN«iua48U. SSeedmlfl 

10 itimt OUSOtOOT H0IJE roUu3^1!»QackFtetnBtftriTJNtk«K>i 3 710(5*4 

MH-rrW6 

-10 declBuil- 

Mnferun 7st IOBj. Due tanriev atiffft: Oti School Hteee 7s 9b. 

BEIIINfi 9-4 Btfyrnliefy, 53 ArcHo Ftecy, 6-1 Od School Hone, Into Mvd, 7-1 Jbruh. S3 
tart VtertDre, StoamroHerStenfy; 1M adwe. 

1985: Qraugtnm Rmntia 5 7 10 J Qunn 10030 IW Mason) 5 ran 
FORM GUDE 

BAIiXfUKELLT can make it seven wins on the trot Reg Akehrasfs ex-lrtth geMng was ko- 
presshe m udnrtngt)ree rimes on the Ungfteid tiMNeather during the wWar and has car- 
ried that tom over re turf, twining at Daroasrer, Ungfidd and awrthacouee end dtetance. 
Battynahaliy scored by two and a half lengths born Todar bland tat Ome. with O anBe n i 
two lengriH ftjrther bach in tbulh. and he can confirm aupenotlty daspns meeong mow rf- 
uab Gm worea. Tudor Island was havtrtg only his second race of the season then and codd 
wefl be the one Go test Banytmtariy most agtin. OU School House took advsrrtags of a rxx) 
hantficao math to Mow up Ms Doncaster win at Bath recently but has much mom to do 
now. Chart re Cyzer ran ore in a 15-AMtmg Group hw at (nngihamp lad montfr. bduJng 
S ta nm nrler Stanly, who had beater Fursan three-taiartBis of a tengtti at Newbury prnvr- 
ousty when offletsfy rated 65. Ahhou^i beaten 18 lengms In fourth of five In France, he 
tinwed nominal knproremem and. hswng been raised 9ftj for Ns NowtMy wn. was put up 
another 12b. Aiebc Fancy e 4(b h#w than when oai^K dose home t* Mysdc Wll at 
Newbury, but he should be sutod by the Italy easier ground and has every chance. Jtyush 
has quae a big we^ht for h« tbst handbap but shotid Improve for the step up in distance, 
thou#) the tnp may be on the tiiarp side for Pearl Venture. SetecUan: BALLYNAKELLY 


■Oc] MCBMAKER &TH0R0UGHBRQ} BRSDER RACMG SCHOOLS 
APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £5000 added lm Myds 

1 005020 TOUJOUBHHEBA (18) fCD) Oames fattgl )fean»6913 RRrancti(3)9 

2 010300 SEVSflmSUJCXrpAOTrou Crons) Mr joru 4911 RFWerG 

3 310114 MAZmBM(U>m(AWScM0PMata39 9 RKarbi8 

4 110660 1*nKA (42) (E9 )G W:,y£) GVW^K 6 9 3 SHRnf 

5 013101 PRBEROHmt (fl) (CD) (Demand RaongLmiiLE)ie59 3 I5 oi CTm»m2 

6 040001 ARTFUL 0**(6HD) B P LaredJin liKnfi 5J ttefDrvflkS 493 ISei) .S Dram 3 

7 52434F MBjOS (70) (R A Rapelyl T J ftanJflon 5 8 10— ItMHnHoA 

8 0QZ236 SWBH0Rmsa49(D)(CapytKDU8MBaSteUBs388 OUBOaS 

9 105002 002iai{inm(&tn^[3adng[ti)ianntaJian7710 P Doe (3) IB 

-■dewred- 

Mnrnuqne^c 7a 10ft. Tint bamfcap wei^it 0u*m 7sf 3fe 

BETTOTS: 7-2 Togwra flMwa, S3 PitafWitar, 6-1 ArtM Dene, 6-1 Tatio, 7-1 Harcober, 8-1 Sev- 
■nteeK Incfcy, 9-lMos, 11-1 Superior Forca, 25-1 Oadsm. 

1995: PtnEfigKET 4 8 11 J Taffi 7-2 II L Eyre) 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

PRQXFKSHTBI wan ttws race ut 1994, when It was run m July and restricted to three-yew- 
olds, and last year. His wmng nanticap marie have been 69 and 60 respectheiy and he 
affm looks handkupped town oH67. naefi0iter was hawnglustlvs second Fta raw smoe 
wmranga! Southwell loff 661 r February when beating Euro Sceptic a neck ar Carl use nine 
days ae>. torwhwi he incurs a 5o> penalty. That should not be a problem, as there was a 
sn-len0h ^p to the thud and Euro Sceptic scored by that margn m a THrak selling handi- 
cap on Monday rvght. Ths likely easier sound may wel sun Tama, usiq was impre ssive 
when wmng rwQ ftanticaps on Flnsand at Southwel ar Fetaruary. 5eteetbrc PR1253GHTER 


zZm ELMBR1DGE CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS O SBflOO added 
±Z^J lm J4yds Penafty Value £5£96 

1LV3G0 H G Bt Wtnf lBt (USA) CIM) (P) (Mam Myem) l*s J Cecl 7 9 0 M Eddery 5 

11 ABEnt[78}mSh8HiAftmedAI MMun) M Jana 3 8 12 PKUseoeS 

35-10 HSRABI (USA) (U) (D) IHsreter Al MaMoutn) J Duriap 3 B 11 J* Canon 1 

41623 PHANUMI QKST (13} P) (BR (K AMfcri) H Cecri 3811 PtiBktayS 

62-0030 LAP OF UJXliaY (1^ (CD) 0 C US-Wood) W PrM J 8 9 B1haneae7 

352030 TARTE AUXPOfiBiES (USA) (48) (D) IA J RtiiwOs) C B&Ttain 469 BDeyb9 

1020 C9tm$IWSlll8}lt*t>tinrP)e-}eatfftXimn 7 SSredenl 


B 32150 CDWtinW. p3) (D) Owfch Mohanvmd) J GoGden 3 8 7 LDtiMlO 

9 421504 IflMBHnO (5) (C) Gcfch A) Fkrrwa) R Hamar 38 7 OHawtonB 

10 521-440 MMHD (USA) (SQ ribmden AI Mdmum) H Thomson Jaws 38 7 - fi Carter 4 

-lfldedmd- 

BS1MG: 114 Rnrtoa Qonst. M Abayr, 11-2 tofrU, 6-1 Lap Of Unury, 152 Garottel, 5-1 
Iteiddd, 104 Drrtarto, 11-1 Mer Noebr. 12-1 Uhera. 

1985: 9)emaq (USA) 3 B 6 R «; 54 (H Thomron Janes) 4 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

phantom QUEST has not ready lived up nr a tad home reputation, but he is a smart par- 
former and shotid be abb so win this. Henry Geers colt has faded to win since bearing Kamm ■ 
tana at Newmarket m May. bid no red wed to be tfunl, beaten wider a length, behind Rumania 
at Doncaster last time, wnh Lap Of luxury ninth and Comndttal lest of 10. Lap Of Luxury, 
who has wan twice over the cane and dstance. nerer gx a nm there and can finch clos- 
er today, but tiv has not fbuti her farm so for tWs season. Lornberto ran Ns best races 
Jbs season wo h cut mbrfoor but nas been a os a ppommem fa two starts tbs year. Can- 


8 P0HLD£J(CASPlE£Wi)IteeyBe«twriKa»l*3 812 

9 0- PHDSI’BtD (307) (Me 6syw Sauronl G HswooC 3 8 12 ***"„ 

10 5 REIICW (Gig (BF) IShaM Mtiwnwned) J Gosden 3 5 12 L ““** 

U SOU*RBUE(MGTKFW10«t)PH3ttH3812 

12 Wri^(USAjat*n^AMetoui^Jtotten38 7 .. .WfCamoo 1A 

13 OO SUYWR(4CAPBasQKQi»»#amOrore3 8 7 

14 5 IKA1L07B) ^JSA) (110) Hotianmad) D Loder 36 7 -T«*al 

15 W1BARA (Stiefth Mctmnnad) J Gouren 3 8 7 

-ISdaebnd- 

BCnrilft 5<L IbaBoyed, lint RcUcmI, 64 HfaL 7-1 Btibt M0i. M IfataeCa, 10-1 W)*ore, !2- 
1 Nroodti. 14J. Gidber. 15-1 otten. 
iSS&MiXtms 3 B 12 w R Stintun 2-1 U Soue) IB ran 

FORM GUDE r 

there Is a doubt shout FILIAL getting this tnp on pedtgroe - he b tw Danehtioui ol faFrenti: 

one^nBe wtiw who b Bistw te Slgy - bw the way he was keeping an to tlwd to YrfUover 

a nfle here oi hb debut bat month sugga® « wti not be a problam. He snouti aenaniy 
improve for me on and P« Eddery ttitas the ride. Unalloyed, fifth ol 14 m Quota's course 
and (fiabnee maiden beck b Aprt on her only run. can Improve. She is one at mreeSncWi 
Mo ha mmed-owned rumens end carries the fim colours. John Gosdanrorg three, two cb jam 
owned by SlwMi Mohormed, end Frankie Dettori is on Reticent, a waff-beaten last arm* 
an hb Yarmouth debut in Jute. Perhaps the pek wfl be the Hamdan AI Maktoum-owned 
revermen newcomer RabMfa, with VMBie Carson mang. Wtikbred BoHet High, thud ol four 
beNnd LieWng at Ascot t lm4l) recently, timid prove best of me others. aithou£i GutBeer. 
who wears the second cokxn of KnaAd AbduQtii, e worth keeping anajeon after a neer 
four-month break. S e l e ct io n : FtUAL 


COBHAM MAIDEN S1AKES (CLASS D) £5^100 addedSSS| 
L!Z5 lJ lm 2f Penalty Valuo £3^15 

SOLOVOLPIgS [M Beal) hftacet 797 , B0CBbl2 

0 IIM W BI I ANpmrenyCBBMri 0 ftBnchPare49'2_.. r __.; JSpniwB 

040550 BACK BY DRW! (32) (WA Hamsm-Alan) 0 Bnotr 3 8 12 DuOTM|3)6 

3 BAUHHRH(12}(SrAnderrlJoydW6tl)eOIBte)ng3812 Rtfocbbrn* 

3 HiAL(203(KAIxktti)GH&wood3B12 I J>tiEddBry l3 

OO O&lJVBt (107)9tAtl()uMi) BHfo3812 — L. — c-i-1 — BTtewwon7 

0 ) WMOOOU(7nglMiftA)raBOAnmaagflA5a>gr3B 12 D Harbor) 15 


I q b c I PRINCESS ALICE HOSPICE HANDICAP (CLASS E) r cjfVj 
l~rJ £5,000 added 5f Penalty Vahie £3jB64 

1 300241 GONE SAVAGE (11) (CD) (Hw Stfjam Tatfe) W PAesan 8 9 10 RCocbm9 

2 44-0636 THA H WR M N C (B3)(DHBwffaiQwwttonjPHaiis397 8 Mod 5 

3 631500 PNETPOHCE (USA) (I)«*HS»ti Fatness) M Usher ID 9 6 SM*«w«r4 

4 300030 BAHRANAKtUQ (M Msc Carthr) G UcCourt 4 9 4 BThOmnoBS 

5 000515 SQ(MEO0llHE(q(Cq(GHaM»d)G Hatmod 49 3 Baye Hwwood (7) 3 B 

6 002*00 IEIAL BOYS (2Q (CD) (M& LCSdfiti MK L Spate 990 DHanteooll 

7 0-22002 ANOIWH HWCHWOHIH (fo (0 Pn» C WL*rf«d C (Hoofei E Wteter 4 9 0..T Sprafca 1 

8 tm JOWfS LAW (ZD (R J Dwmes) M HeasxvSfc 3 0 11 SSredtesB 

9 033422 HAlFIOeaqm{MaGHTaq«inmatiRAMr4810 TQt*wl2B 

JO 334040 SUFQBAD (BEL) (13) (D)(IJBH«n JBndgw* SO R Bditand (7) 7 . 

11 000000- LD6EPBtTLAD(303)(Dcnakn9n*il jBiWfln* 710 IQtiMlfl 

12 000(83 OSOUBHlsaT(7>»tePSlroud)PBiimne4 710 NAdMs2 

— 12 dedared - 

UNnsn waWrc TttlOli. Thia Imricap eeggit Itifr ^rtlad 7st4B, OscRtfits OH 8a ISO. 

BETTfK: 54 Gone SmOT, 34 Htif Ton, 6-1 Squire Carrie, 8-1 Another Btirinmlh, 10-1 Thai 
Mwair« 124 Bmatii, lfi-1 Mban. 

1995: Nng RM 4 9 10 W Cason 13-2 (T Bhemean) 9 ran 
FORM GUDE 

Course Gpectaftct GONE SAVAGE was twice unlucky here m firashmg secrati o Made Man 
(poorly drawn end Saddle pro broke) end fourth to Squire Carrie (hampered twoiurWngs 
out) before winning at IMndsor bit bma (&qreriao seventh and FUey Fifoew ninth of 101. 
-WBe Museon’S eigre-yeerdd meets Squfre COrrieStti wotse tf» ewninft but he is wrofl drawn 
and fonded to Riki he tilth win owr the couse end distance. MUtn^n Sprit’s Beth wn yes- 
terday was'a bocettp Antaiwr Batchwortlv who ran that rival to a lengrii and a duener at 
Bri^nm tat rime, but she writ do vrel to wfa dvs drawn lowest off al. Had Tone, who haa 
on^ te«r wan on the al^madw. b nroting wel, la« rime going tkmn a head to Youdontsay 
at Goodwood (Bananah eighth). He hes the best of the draw. SetecUon: GONE SAVAGE 


SALISBURY 


HYPERION 

1A5 Rasmussen 2JS GREEN POWER (nap) Z45 
Amazing Bay 3JS Wilful Lad 3A5 Aftatnura 4J5 
Mtsty Cay 4A5 Conzaga 5-15 Dramatic Moment 


T flWHSYGBlLJOtiftpSS SMHwoittS 

B MCUNKBON M Batiited 8 9 JQetall 

9 04 JUJEnAMACEQ Bibs 8 9 IDSatih^lO 

10 60 SALABAIM (42) E Duriop89 MMbC 

U SWAN ISLAND B Pdkf 8 9 DlbBtaea9 

-Udeetared- 

BETflNtt 5-2 Orantcs, 5-1 Baiwiu aa, 4-1 Sword Ana, 7-1 Fantasy hkt, 8-1 
Info, KM Atisba Afa. 1M otbn. 


4 154020 M*WNBBAra5J(D|fBettng38U LOetkat* 

5 411111- UMR M5T (299) (P) kfarty) Muae 3 8 11 IRrid5 

5 4-40204 NmODyFMSeS(4d)<nmJBaiy3811 JCtend2 

-Gdedamd- 

BEntNG: 7-4 HylMiidy Partes, 7-2 Amarilg Bey, 94 Burty Boo. 6-1 Bondar 
Rote, 7-1 Luur Hot 84 WebA Wst 


GOING: Good. 

STALLS: ST ft tif- br ride; 7f - centre; IralT - wands' tide; remain- 
At - Inode. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Lnw for M to 7f when going is soil. 

■ idtiit-hand raurac, main)]' upfoll and turning. 

■ Ra-ecour*' bt 0ra «ah-wwt of cBjr off AKY)4 . Sol Mnay railway »«*■ 
lion (London. U'atcrfon-EwtcT Unci Is Hm aw^y Ocnncamg bus ncr- 
viee in room:. ADMISSION: Mwnbcre SI2: TaUcnailb 18; Com* 
DiriorarrcW tacranttwiuidiindcr-lOsliwaBcnctererrJi) CARP AML 
Five. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Rnnabti Free (4.151. 

WINNERS IN THE UVST SEVEN DATS: Noik-. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: My Melody Farkei GMfi> his bren van 
J*:t milw tn~ J Bitt]' froth Datotw. Lancashire. 


El ISLE OF WIGHT MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
II (DIV I) £4v250 added 2Y0 71 

CU LUD0tl9)R Hamm 90 IRridl 

3 PROHIEStM) RKwnon90 Dano(TNri»(3)3 

W PAIAQMM (7) G Bcjong 9 0 S Drama 2 

msMUSSSIJGororeSO LDeOort 8 

OO RVmXMtl4)Rtivwon90 NJO'Comar4 

SMroRD ARM R OuAon 9 0 .TSpniriT 


lo riel EBF SANDOWN MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 

£SfiOO added 2 Y 0 6f 

1 AWASBttas90 M HRs 13 

2 ARMOTSSEWlndHTOlSMJonBO LDtiM7 

3 5 GKSJJ POWER (47) J FjOum: 9 0 DHairin4 

4 5 HAIWB(18)PVBahvi9 0 WCml 

5 03 MEMMQ5CQP<BDBUeenan90 BDoytaS 

6 MUtMDDAR C Bemmad 9 0 RCOetanal 

7 J PDUmi«MIIW133)PDa3*9^wn90 >HeU2 

8 02 SHARP HAT (20) (BR R Hannon 9 0 DanntTTMl (3) 10 

9 0 SUER SECKT (11) M HomOs 90 I Cairo* 1* 

10 G SU9EST(21) IEBCmg9 0 WRSdtnll 

11 ARmDrKKKROi3rf»i89 TSprakell 

12 5330 UfB Wi THE STRBT («) R Itjmon 8 9 QMd49 

13 lAABTDwry Sr Marti PnsoK 8 & GDumrirtS 

14 0 TOPPS TWO (37) K Curnpam-arorm 8 9 SWMwttttB 

-lAdecbrad- 

KmRL 4-1 MMiWtertor. 5-1 Ai Hyd Y Knos. 5-lAmyas, Sharp Hal. 5-1 Hat- 
tab. ItartJtaM Cop, 10-1 othare. 


K S LESTER MEMORIAL CHALLENGE CUP 
HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4^00 added lm 2f 


5 126130 G810UM (96) W Jams 3 S 5 AMcOx»7 

6 21-284 WiAUWMCiiqi^teWRIbmaBS HCanS 

7 022-200 PARROr JUNGLE (62) J DKiioq 385 T«*ai4 

8 21 OTAHIM(U)MASbwan385 SWMmifli* 

9 1345 tWnHT (89) R Hannan 3 8 5 DnaeOTMG 

-Sdectand- 

BBTMG: 11-4 M Aban. 7-2 Swdoalc, 5-1 Fbma Valiy, 6-1 TO Am, 7-1 
AttaoaDW u ajwdw Ibmti Jlmtiw 1M tibara. 


1 041015 

2 130530 

3 221003 

4 nooot 

5 602434 
G 014033 

7 004316 

8 6404 

9 5-53060 

10 0-68221 

11 542606 

12 807000 

13 093105 

14 312530 

15 000050 


BETIM&3-1 

RtftytW*!.: 


MONUMENT (11) (C) flJ) (BR J Hnc 4 10 0 BOgybS 

GXH4PIKM (3D0| (D) H Candy 5 fl 13 GGtebrZ 

SWEET PAHDW (IE) (D) PCofc 4 9U T^ftrS 

IMRV KNGM (13) (D) R Hannon 4 9 10__D«ne (HMI (Q 11 

LAW QMKat (12) T ire, 3 9 6 I Heid3 

ASHBY ML (U) R Ron 5 9 2 RCOdmwU 

RACMG HMTK (25) n V Santis 4 S 12 RlbgtislS 

DBMN)ECSW(2a)GBrehc3 8U „ 5 D r awmilQ 

WBJU1 LAD (4) Martjn Mrafle 3 8 U ICtemBd 

HWDAIASIQi (2Q C Ho^n58 10 PteiObtarylA 

SHALHfflW P3) B U»7ttn 8 8 6 TSpiriM 6 

riMSFlIE d4) R OSMtei G 8 5 DHbrIimG 

HWtB4(U)(Q3Dter383 SSmtmlZ 

B»C SYMBOL (IJ m 0*)MBtetfad582 IQatal 

IBPSNOItm (44) K Bishop 780 N Adam* 7 

-15 4a la ri- 

Ari% ML 54 IbaMmastar, fl-1 Law Dancer. HeaanoBt. M 
Sweet PariowL 1M. Enauian, 14-1 oOnra. 


IN 1C I BBMBRBTGE CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F] 
l_l~J £3,450 added 2YD 7f 

1 690 BRQA0GMEH3B{(lDWJaw813 MfcO»2 

2 OSD SCABMRSC12)StMtam813 SHtadT 

3 00 RUMWamS(2QMFeitafflroQ0ti(y81] >Q*o6B 

4 3»123 W3TY CAY (11) S Dw 8 10 Tt»*a23 

5 QUO ABAGNB(10)ROia9an89 SSterduS 

5 345462 SPOWHUCltS (29) R Hannqn 8 9 In OMM 0) B 

7 515431 OI9HNBROQBHU£(lSO(DJMC>nrn»88 MfiteyS 

8 0 RSiau.HJUE(4qjMamBB lltaU« 

9 0053 GRDVBNRIAD(7) BMsehenSG BDogblOB 

10 3354 MARSH MAIBGOID (U) Maaya Mtida S 0 NAdnsS 

11 SRmrnufrjNMfosa FMmn 

12 00 TOPinTBt(4QARKbr80 7G|ati«ll 

13 5460 TORTS DOUBE (2) J Moae 7 12 Dadae <7Sbsa 1 

-Urbetated- 

BEnWfc M M«y dy; 3-1 Meting BKtcnBa, M Spoadrileka, M. Atticnd, 
8-1 Brnerigee Hyer, 10-1 Growrieir Lad. 12-1 Scamtb. lOfteBrnre. 


5 GDraai/OnbpRO TSpraka3 

8 6 UGH BORB4E (14) POBppt-Hyani 90 R Hugboa 4 

7 3 MOOH BLAST (THfldy Hemes 9 0 JHaUS 

8 5 MOMWOONQUBST 1199 1 BakSqg 90. FtedBMwyll 

9 SMART PROSPECT BMatiBf) 90 WRSwtabum7 

10 4 CtWMANS DNKHIBt 09) P Cate 8 9 ,...TQuk»8 

11 MMFJQasdenSS W Canon 10 

-Urbdrecd- 

BEflMfo 114 Moon BtacL 7-3 XaM, 51 Md> Erinane, 5-1 Goiatia. 10-1 
BRyflem, Cbtireraos Dar^Aar, Mamaa Cooqocst, 12-1 othere. 


lo ticl AMESBURY FILLIES CONDITIONS STAKES 
1 (CLASS Q £7^50 added 5f 

1 3N36S BO«D0lti»g«fO»)W3t»xslwd4 9O JQotailB 

2 1001-50 BUOY 800 (15) (CO) 8 ttmon 790 IWno 0T1*M (3) B 

3 005000 WELSH MSrtlS) on RBOSS590 Gltiffirid3 


(■a tic I UFWON FtLUES STAKES (CLASS A) (listed 
r* _1 Race) £17,000 added lm 2f 

1 1158 SARS1MC tU] (Cfo H Cea 3B9 PatEddary 5 

2 3231 AlXUHGA(9)|D)JGo5den385 UMM8 

3 106 CARB8EAH <gJGBT (B2) B Hreluy 3 8 5 ISbd(2 

4 434201 FLAME VM1ET (11) (D) U S&UB 3 8 5 DHarrtawl 


[7 ISLE OF WIGHT MATOEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
J (WVU) £4,250 added ZYO 7f 

AISBCANWnSPSTPHamsSO GHbdB 

ANMJraMGWRHjnwrSO WJOTMnarl 

0 BBHUJUM(4fl)R Harman 90 DanatTNeft p) 2 

0 DMM{LgP1l««)n90 IQml9 


[gTgl NEWPORT RLUES HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
I— — £4>200 added lm 4f 

1 1101-00 WUNU(47)(nSv«ro510 0 JA Henry (3)12 

2 363431 RASATEL (UQ M P Ores 6 9 10 WR9«Uunl4 

3 066MB SMNHGiMIKa(l«SDDw4 99 TQWra)3 

4 05395 D6AHKIK MOUNT (2fl) (C) l Baking 3 9 5 Jltotri Dnyar (5) 15 

5 0344 TURM (41) Mtii D Of&ppel 3 9 4 TS)nka4 

6 0603 DAUmOE (48) 1 Mb 3 9 4 MMbG 

7 54394 1ADY BANKES (29) W Tuner 3 93 PPMuptty(5)7 

8 0OCB1O BADENCE H (7) D Bamrtli 3 9 2 A Procter IV 

9 ODD UHUM (90) J Fix 4 8 10—: W J OOnor 13 

10 49515 KRKALB8EEZE (10) WMur4 88 IRddB 

11 352-101 BUNT FORUM (18) (CD) Lktamagje Kafi 5 8 7_0ai» ODeBl (3) 2 

12 606620 A8EOFRBUJIY(7) (BF) HCwifly3S 6 GDriMdll 

13 LL054O NOOQUWE BAY (14) (CD) (Hf) M Baton 9 8 2 IQWme 

14 50OT0 RBtBME(MQGBtibg3 7 13 NArtamlO 

15 060003 HffiNNon (UJ R Hannan 3 7 12 ttedretTShnS 

-35 declared - 

Knwfc4-1 Rarayei, Si StaWng Dancer, 01QfowFaran, 7.1Dransikkh>- 

bmoL 01 Krbtti Bteata, 101 DrivManb, BAdonca b Oriti, U-l oUian. 


RACING RESULTS 


SOUTHWELL 


BEVERLEY 


2.00: 1_ CHAJRUON BAP (S Dranet 13-2; 
2. Cetta- Dancer 33- 1 3. Northern Saga 50-L 
14 ram. 7 -2 few Urn LW 59) ha. V,. iH Hodjjs. 
semansmi. Tote: laOO: £2^0. £7.7a £9:90. 
PF: £45.10. CSF: £J£SJll.7no:Notiwn.Non 
Rumen Omsttaruvamor. 

230-, X. CAVORO (S Drownoi B-U 3. 
Sharp Shams 7-2; X Shemwod 16-1. 17 
ran. 5h nd. 1 IG Btedme. FyheWi. Tote: 
C9.50: £1.90, a. 30. £5.10. £1.50. OF: 
£21.80. CSF. £3538. IncxX. £423.90 Tno: 
£108.60. Nan Runner MctammvJ. 

iotfc 3. DANCEIHBnQHTAWAY rB Doyrc) 
10 • L 2. Blues Quoon 4 1; 3. Bdrt Tina 9-4 
tav. 11 ran. (B Meohan. Lrmboum). 

Tota £1 1 10: £2.70. £1.80. £ 1.30. DF: 
£24.60 CSF: £49.55. Trux £24.40. 

3-30: 1. CHUOOESTONE U Qvrent 11-2: 
Z BcW CteBBlc fl-11 tac 1 HM Farm Denser 
-1 4 ran. nk. 2. ij Kmp. Swindon). Tote: 
£5.00. DF: £2. SO CSF: £9.63. 

4.00: 1 IMDmGHTSPaL (M Herryi 9-2; 
2. SBk Cottage 9 2; 3. Can Me Tin Bbe 9- L 

7 ran. 7-1 bv Urttrace ( J5n. 2;\. 1\. u WS. 
umtrowm. Tete: £6.10: £3 JO. £2.80. DR 
LKi.Sa CSF. £22.77. ImpasrpTme IMj rrih- 
*»ii not under onlm; Rule 4 active m boarfl 
pnsw. only, deducron lOp n the ocund. 

4JO: 1. MATO BY THE FIRE iDmo OTWriB 

8 LI MaaoraU Monk 3 1 lav; X Anoka- 
toW-t 10 ran. sm -ha, l‘V iPCoe.Whal- 
tfomhei. Tore: £6 90; £2.50, a. 70. a.90. 
DF. £J3J0. CSF: £30.50. TncasC £313.30. 
Ino: £103 70. 

600: X PISTOL tPsM Edtrifyl 5-? jt her. 
2. Newport Kidgbt 6-1; 3, Tappets 6 L 8 
ran. 5-2 it tav Platinum Plus i5thi. snt-hd, 
1‘ :. iC Hafftm. Hfokrotiiami. Tot* £3.50: 
£140. £1.90. £2720 OF: £4 60. CSF: 
£18.20 Incas: £78.34. 

Jackpoe not won. .PDd of I42J56.81 ear- 
ned tereaTO to Sandown toaay). 

P te dd pqc £878. to On etpot : fsa.eu. 
Place 6: £1.059.63. Pteea 5: £83.32. 


Uft 1. GEORGE ASHFORD (A S 5mah) 
4-1; Z Blue Raven 11-4 tar. X Qutai Cteo- 
aan=0-l. 7 ran. 20. 13. m Morgan. Mefton 
Mowbray). Tote: £3.90; £2.20. £LOO. DF: 
£5.40. CSF: £14.10. 

245: X MAGGOTS GREEN iR Jomson) 
11-4 co fav; 2. NoWefy 11-* co fair 3. No- 
c ateMw U-4cotav.4ran. 11-4 cq f* The 
Courtly Trader (4th). 4. 16 1 J Brad** Chep- 
snmi.iwae £4.50. DR £4.20. CSF: £9J23. 
NR: Wake Up LUV. 

3JL5: X. GLEN1MLLY tG Bratiey) 5-2:2. 
trie Mon 8-15 tev; 2 Shalk 9-1. 4 m 6. 
13. iB Murray. Matron). Tote: £3JO. DR 
£1.70. CSF: £4.27. 


HYPERION 

2XK> North Ardar 2-30 Irish Sea 3L00 Captain 
Carat 330 DouMeJ 4 j 00 General G3ow 430 The 
Swan 


9 P35234 ABESmnFF(I)nMWEaaertv4B3.0PaUn(S)5B 

10 652444 BDlHBtmDP«K|9)MCSrrt»l4 71Q_ 

... hm Woods (71 4 

-Ifl factored- 

AMmun ne|9ff Ts lOb. True baraocap weWrc ftnhertfckf Parir 7tf 2fc 
BETTMO: 4-1 teocragB lad, 5-1 The WteLlU Hod’s Baronza, 6-1 Cfa>- 
tato Carat, 13-2 Rkb Wow, 7-1 Aba Sbofl; M ottent 


HAMiprON; 




GOING: Good lo firm. STALLS: Inode ofl races. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High for ST A 7f 100yd*. 

■ EtrtiU-hand. oval counte. Flat and pallopinf; wtlh caqr lurns. 

■ Course hJmE aT i.*j- ofT B6Sa. Noturqefnm station 0m. AD- 
SOSSKIN: Club £ li! (Juntors. 16-31 yeacs, SSt; Thoeraalb SB; 
Saver Emu ft Pjddcck 14. CAB PARK: Silver fthij; S 1 2 (.admits 
car plus four n-ctqnnui), remainder Ow- 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Dramatic Moment 
(Salisbury 5JL5) 

NB: Lap Of Luxury 
(Sandown 6.45) 


BUNKEBED FIESTTtME: Ftorrip'm li3fl] 

WINNEBS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Noun. 

LONG DISTANCE BDNNEBS: Dnrtew C-U») ftShtiba Dmm 
riJiD) have twen **m 272 mHes hy R Slmpoon ftwn Weal Buetiaad, 
SmntrMU Triple Term (4 JO) ft The Sma (5.001 seal 245 miles 
by J Dnntop fawn AnmdcL Were Swwl 


lb on ] CONTRAMMAIION NURSERY HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5^00 added 2X0 5f 
1 115145 FOR OID OMES SAKE (II) (CCA J Barry 9 7 — NW1® 5 

3 215 IAH6B5E (S3) W John Beny 8 10 H Fenton 1 

3 1453 WSrSSO)L(U)(D)PBm88 JFE0»2 

4 342*31 swats fuatmfotqitenrid Thompson B B f7«5 

, W Conwy tun 3 

5 35221 S0UBU4 (29) (tXfi KMcWfa8 4 WJtrCOBnor* 

6 0501 PHBWI H9D (3fl P) M W Eaataby 7 10 _Deb Gftene 6 

-Cfactand- 

UMhmh w*SS 7St lOfo. hue fmftqp «WC Prition Fond 7a 99t 
BEnMfc M Dw*bJ. 7-2 Skym Ryer, 4ftlfaal Ees Qd. Peraba NnL 
S-l far OH hrmn SUM, 7-1 lenfesM- 


HYPEWON 

6- 00 Lard Auocats 630 Hever Golf Stormer 

7- 00 Tropical Beach 730 Gulf Of Siam 
&00 Dfl Dfl 830 ABstars Roctet 


[TOO | ARnti^&ftLDtNG HANDICAP (CLASS E) 

1 43SG05 1BSIHJ WEStStXaflJ (4) (Ct^ Men L Punt 4 ID (J 


2 4-05030 NMSSAIff 141 B Mcnrem 3 q 7 

3 2B5S00 nUEBOr(3S)(CqP Hasten 794 

4 003411 1RQnCALBEACH(G)(C) QblBeny3 9 3. 


ID 0 

— JWawwlB 
-SDWBWTO3 
IfartuneS 


' GOING! Good to Plm. 

OTALLSs ImGSydaft lm IT- tandKitsi- sunda. ride. 
DEAW ADVANTAGE: High brat for lm 65yds. 

K iOghr-hand tmdulatbiK course with pearehaped loot*. 

■ aoixeotnse h north eT»wn «m B7WJ. ftnnflton West raOWay 
I saaocOrailcet nau tBaafiow) lm. ADMISSION: Clnb si z; Grand- 
sand and PaddoclcS7 (&4 for DAPs, (Ssabiedft students, SJO Ibr 
coaplee): accompanied under-lGs free an enrioanres. CAB. 
PAJOCtFhm. 


LoMfier(7]2 


■■■■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ - Lowbfr 

030114 NAWRALtBrreiCBJDHqteiXnaagiJ 


6 3440- GBKRAKJAHHR(35«)DNobn488„ 

7 5*4065 BMJ5 MANOR (16) EAjaon5 88 

a 3*8323 PmMZmNBtaoS38*. 

-Bdadared- 

KTTHS: 7-2 Tropical Bead, 4-1 MbtcrVfassowd, 
Fa^boy. 6-1 Psinezs. B-l Rkm Uaeor, 10-letbere. 


■ — AMadayS 

VHrifaayS 

1 txam 7 

— JFbnb«4 


Natnrti Key, 9-2 


UK X LONGCROFT (R Johnson) everts 
taw. 2. DeMrt Chslangpr 5-4; 3. Pertemns 
Ryw 14-r Siwi. 12, 6- (S henJeweii, Mro- 
dtehaml. took £2-20: £1.10. iXIO. DF: 
£3.10. CSF: £2.-13. 

405: a. TRADE WBUD (Mchaei Brer nan] 
5-4 bKZAnUgbrninrsr&L 3. Laser Ug* 
Lady 25- L 5 ran. nk. 26. U O'Shee. Strot- 
tonJ upm Awru.-fotK £1.7a £3.10. £2L3tt 
DF: £8.90. CSFi £9.92. 

445: L ROWS PROE (N Smrth) 3-1; 2. 
Game OBerema 13-8 to.; 3. Vain Prince 4- 
1. S rm rh. 3. IS BeS. DrtBekl) . fotec £420; 
£220. £230. DF: £3.30. CSF) C3.03. 
Piece pet: £227.10. Quadpot: £31.40. 
Place 6; £42.74. Ptaee 5: £24-94. 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 


itiVE COMMENTA RIES! 

B 


BEVERLEY 


SANDOWN 


971 

981 1 

972 | 

EH 

973 : 

983 

974 | 

984 


ALL col:rsCS RESULTS 

0891 261 970 


■ John Durkao will start training 
tK3d year from one of Newmarkut's 
most hisioric jTinJs, He is buying 
Green Lodge Stables from Tom 
Jones, who has announced he will 
retire: at the end of the Flat sea- 
son. “Green Lodge is a 50*box vand 
and I'll do my best to get it as full 
as l can. probably with about 40," 
Durkan said yesterday. M [ harc a 
few aiders for yearlings starting at 
Doncaster and working my way 
through the sales." Durian, 30. has 
spent the past ihrcv seasons os as- 
sistant to John Gosden. 


FgTnnl GRAPE LANE SELLMG STAKES (CLASS 
1^1 F) £3,450 added lm 4f 

1 122341 0UHHAMWSRS*WlS91D AGWA4B 

2 mi?i NCfilH ABDU? (ID P)JJ 07^8910 SGoppRE 

3 0 cwsrensQUEsroi Rhfl»rarieaa*g* WRyonB 

4 093323 NORTH BEAR (14) WsSSrah* 94 _„0«W»(3J1 

5 50000- FP4580T (784) G OtaqjC 9 9 4 tefaG8Hai3B 

6 0 OH«BiAM6Kefy48 13 fitMfa»2 

- 8 factored - 

BETTING: G^ Nath titter. 7-4 North Bar, W Dartare. 33-1 nmtiay. 
B9-1 CntefaMk. 6B-1 Cbwm Quest. 

( O ' ^hl ALLDERS OF HULL OLAMWG STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4^200 added lm 100yds 

1 00*025 iwa»aBffw6CE(4iO(a(BnPNti^ — z 

2 lm^BMCTJWGOLDOSM UJS MHe«tify598_J( DreteyS 

3 2631 RSH SCA (USA) (4) (BF) 0ftefiete393 — ItarattifT)? 

I 4 000056 BAnL£COU3UBS(5)tXrbiialrea ? S9-j anTtt* lir2 

5 080009 HiKWCOg JMston48f Gfarifa®* 

5 00500 F0PG£TP*i8S(3e)Ba*T»eI386 HFartonfl 

7 030344 SMA»(M)(D)G«tMB4 83 ^ 

B 900000 WBBOTMCIl)JLHjnKi382 — IFBgfa3B 

9 OG2Q 8HBLA80WEAimiS2)HS»riaai382 ..-AOarfil 

-gfatind- 

BEnwe 7-2 Hfa Sm, 44 Padbsmt Hro, 83 Bretim 8oH. M Itedk. 
W Staaoft 8-2 Sbfaa» EKn 12-1 ttilto^ Odens, lfcl^ otBera. 


nrsni wjll dary maa. handicap (class ej 

|«WV| ir^son added 3Y0 lm 2f 

1 432563 STOW (33) SWters 9 7 PMcCato(3)4 

2 205590 OAlAPtM»(U) (D)C Btwan 812 I Gotabad (7) 5 

3 000050 OaeWAWMASTRO WTEasarty3*- XtabyG 

4 000162 fALCOfrefT/*C(USA)(B WffFJAteJRmK£tetS3 — 

KFgricc 1 

5 mean eaBiu.GLawnmPEtinsaiC5o) JF£gn2 

8 BIOSES trowntrtcr BBBXZ wc Th wai 7 12 LCtamoAS 

BtlTOJa: 7-4 Oeoeni Gkw. 11-4 TMccutt Rm», 3-1 tsHafl. 9-2 D»- 
tred Bridge 1M fatapba. 2S1 OeeMm HaMbri. 


BTJNKEEED FIRST TIME: Sheraum Girl 10.30) 

WINNKKS IN THK I-AST SEVEN DATS: Tropkal Bead: (7.00) 
wm fare on Hamby. 

LONG-DISTANCE BDNNEBS: Hrare-IMfStreraerf&SO)* AD- 
Mm Rocket luvr t*-ra snK rtOR mite from Epwrni, Sttnvj, HU Or 
Mb# (530) ft Flying Harold (SJO) tore ben sent 370 mfles fay 
M Chumon Dm Upper Lamfaann. BextaUre; DO DU (8001 ins bran 
«rt360raij£abj’WIi«gM&WBN«reBitel I Suffflfi;CtedeBe«i- 
IT (7-5B) tw b«ai ten. 338 odfes h, & Harris from bung. Sofftilc; 
*® BBI *l B,MB N' t iah 18-00) ft Ifalaral Key (T.00) hawe bow sml 348 
D BiQfaJanrebw. BM IreT. MktGfaiwfgan; OjjangWW) 
bte h«n sem tmlcs by 4 FtaGaaM from Nonon, Nonh York- 

VVCi 


[7.301 AHEDNA MAIDBl HANDICAP | ~ cWl 
(CLASS F} £3^00 added lm 3 f I SKYj 

1 42B300 CLASSIC BEAUTY R K»tb 39 10 Jfah . s 

3 000223 CUtfOTSMMtmUaaSHaiagin 
3 0050 BAHBPS HUMIBIE {9) F Watton abb . ” 2 

t 060330 SCHOOL Of S 

5 *0544- KA7imB2<3PHa^3TS_Zr^Sl?ma 

G MOO BU«AIBBUe8|2e)JGrifalJ71^^3S2! 

-Gfadarad- — ^ 


JOURNAL MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£54X)0 added 2YO W IDOyds 
£ 2 fWmam0M<&SA)<l«MSu*90 K Fatal 

2 0 HH ST JAMS (25) J Bamti 9 0 A dark 4 

3 063 MAilMII (23)0 Maty 90 KEMsy5 

* 0 MOTAHAOEHI (49) N Oalren 9 0 Mfantn8 

5 5 SECRET MSS (USA] [BUEDiMBp 90 ItebG 

6 2 STORES TO mi (USA) (27) (BT)H COM 90- — WRysi? 

7 00 1BWEm)Cftmn90— JBatefadfflT 

8 4 TaPLETBM(20»JOtiCp90 0RMeCtiw3 

-Sfadand- 

OCTWffl M Stabs ToTM, 94 tetter Otifook, 4-llbnti. 5-lWpb 
teem. aO-1 Tkago. Swrel Prat. 25-1 titan. 


[ o ri f\ \ 5TRUTHERS AND CARTER HANDICAP 
[■aAJm (CLASS D) £5*500 added 5T 

1 106330 JUC£A(4)|J) JSpTOg T910- — JFg“l 

2 42«14 «WAP^(BF)ON<hofo39*- — — j rfofaia 

3 160*51 BCHGmWWWNBiBBnSg ^tTed- ; -—-Jtttoitoyg 

■J .35*453 C«IWC#Btf(SJfl)(SRM«JtaBfaD592Jftiarilfl 
5 000005 E»aare^lAOP3)WMaaSHri*93 

S 003206 PMMUMaFr(B)W(Bf)CBo(»4812 M»eb7 

7 431002 WITS BONANZA (BJ (COIN Dote 7 8 W-~- AOti»B 

fl 023105 jngnBMOHffWtDtWffWia^^ga- -— 

n*T iii riTiwi a 


ICAAI CHARLES Hljgry TROPHY (HANDICAP) 
l ;xuu l (CLASS D) £6^K>0 added 2m 35yds 

1 1*00 SEA VWOR (ill) W J L Haras * 10 0 MfamB 

2 220*43 BriBHTONB QD) R ftw * 9 12 JCftftn* 

3 005111 RU5HEK RADIUS) KHoffi* 92 (5m)_™JLCtanioek7 

* 4*1200 COLLEGE DON 052) (D) MSfefcy 5 90 DttkCgieB 

5 *09411 THE SWAN (2D) (D) J OiffopSS 13 KEfabyg 

G *2ffi CLASaCC0U£WQ2)RHami368 J»McCdba(3)2 

7 360-115 DOUBLE Aflfiff (48) DBF) M Jahean38 7 WAyrel 

8 031315 GREAT QRMKW (33) (D) F Wason 7 S 3 Zi KsneOy 3 

9 5013 CMCIE SHONE (U5A1 03) IBH G Unm 3 T 1311 P rt ffl A 

-SfadteM- 

nniiM.T4a.il— 4-1 ffradr riikimi 

6-1 RndMiMfat. 8-1 DotifaAfati. Crefe Snks. 10-1 otbm. 


1 6.00 (ARIZONA HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5£00 
added lm 5f 9yds 

1 42«B2 naflflFYaMRt!9)(qi*sASretttt6100 

— — Ciy* pnn 

2 ms 2 FmSHNGiacp)eF)E«5tei899_._J4V»SaaiB 

3 000202 MBdAlASAMYIWi (8) (CO) [BF) D Hqdn Jaus 7 9 6 

^ 1 

4 553331 WSOBASVBIOtiqUJeriisBn3813 JWcracr4Y 

5 00315* Kasa(USH)Q0)PU(raan3ei0 NCtefabS 

6 35033 M8DJIIW0CATE19)iCPIDAM»igBB .. 

I t r iTL .,.. - Hfetof B2B 

7 050303 HH)SreClACL£ (GJPHas&n *8 5 EIMw(7)7 

-7fatiared- 

EJlHfa7-atBabrAapceta.4-lHtUof Vbfoo, S-l Menataraayilfa. 
tent AfaoetiB. 3Ut Raritag Uaa, 8-1 RkHL 134 Rad SAadtifo- 


SOOli??^ Cl-AM&HS STAKES F ow l 

(CL^ I, SZfiSO 

lm 65yds — 

5 as SSKSKiSSs: 

* S 

5 *0*342 ktSHCA LAPTOP , 3 

-BOidarad — 


iCOfll ARIZDNA SETJLWG STAKES (CLASS R 
i™rJ £3^50 added 2Y0 5f R 

1 000253 HaraaarSTQSmroFJI«^ TO «ltj: l - ai m4 

l ^ gg"WWWQ»M«ii 

3 DOS ’W£HESWMUf(«)JBfci>Bll JRreri«2B 

4 0306 MEmOUBNE PflWCESS (32) B Mtaree 8 6-JI Vartag^3) B 

5 530* SHSKRM EBB. |B) M Johrson & s JWt*rer6B 

G 054 tlO0MBWISK(U)PHaaln88 _Jfarima8 




EimMBfttalMtaroPtkw^Mitawain* 

41 tantea GM. 1M Wfarf. WWy, im w^dk* kSfe 


B -JWWM38 

9 000600 wui vmwi iff— ^ ^ 1— — — — T Wtaa 2 

.10 000060 wSSS|^?J^! , f?„ 37n 

•ffltali 7 11 — ~ J •fe* 5 v 


flockri, Ol Sad 



y, i i * 


rants can omy -y 

parisonwith last year snetor, as 
the representative of what J* ^ 
emerging as an esceptionaJ crop. 

Even aUowi^ for thv olb 


Chain 


fma 


ssex 
'fleet a 

long 

i«ish 
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A breathing space in Chechnya 


The battles may 
be over -but will 
the ceasefire last? 

Helen Womack 

reports 

Moscow — Russian and Chech-' 
en commanders were reported 
to have agreed to a ceasefire 
yesterday, the first sign that 
the bloody battles over Grozny 
might be coming to a close - 
for now. 

After eight days of fighting in 
the Chechen capital, Russian 
media said that a ceasefire 
would come into effect at noon 
today local time. But it was not 
clear whether whether the 
ceasefire was intended to be 
permanent or merely a tempo- 
rary measure to allow the evac- 
uation of dvffians and wounded. 
If h holds, it wili be a signal vic- 
tory for Alexander Lebed, Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin's security 
chief and envoy to Chechnya. 

The news came after Russia’s 
military commander in Chech- 
nya, General Konstantin Pu- 
Iflrovsky, held talks with the 
rebel chief of staff, Aslan 
Maskhadov. The meeting began 
in the early evening in the vil- 
lage of Novye Aiagi, IS miles 
south of the regional capital. 

, i “The issue of a ceasefire and, 
v possibly, the mechanism for a 
withdrawal of units and subunits 
from the confrontation line are 
expected to be discussed 1 * said 
the Interfax news agency before 
the meeting began. 

The tentative peace process 
was set in motion by General 
Lebed who on Sunday made a 
lightning visit to the war zone 
to meet Mr Maskhadov and re- 
turned to Moscow on Monday 
saying he was optimistic a cease- 
fire could soon be arranged 
However, there was no reaction 
from the Kremlin yesterday to 
his criticism of the Russian 
government's policy in the Cau- 
casus , and the demands he 
made for sweeping powers to 
manage the crisis himself. 

In all probability, his sharp 
comments, made at a press 
... conference, will have set off bit- 
U ter infighting in the corridors of 
power. In particular. General 
Lebed will not have endeared 
himself to the Prime Minister, 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, a rival 
even before the general accused 
the commission Mr Cherno- 
myrdin heads of failing dismal- 
ly in its handbag of Chechnya. 

A small change occurred in 
the Kremlin yesterday with the 



SHORTS 

| eaders of 300 fifegal Imro^ants flirting to have 
Ltheir position in France regularised said their prote& was 

L ■ «.J_ I J aL iA nnKruntn 


police raided the Paris church the group has occupied Cot | 

three months and removed 10 hunger-strikers *for medical j 

checks”. All have returned to the dauxth and are continuing 
ttasir fasti A “rolling hunger-strike” by “star” volunteers tor | 
46 hours at a time has been announced, and the protest is to 
be extended to more dries. Mary Dtjevsty- Paris 

T he first FiDpIna to admit pub&cty that she was a 

Japanese sex-slave during World War TWo said that she 
and sax other “comfort women* would accept $1^500 
(£12300) each in compensation from a much-criticised 
Japanese fund. Maria Rosa Henson, 68, said she also 
expected to receive a letter of apology from the Japanese 
Prime Minister, Ryutaro Hashimoto, without which she 
would not accept the money. “The apology is more impor- 
tant to me titan the money,” Mis Henson said. “Without 

the apology, I will not take the money. Reuter - Manila 

■Arista Sager, co-leader of the Greens, shocked 
■VGexmaxxy’s political third force by announcing she 
would not seek re-election. The Goman Greens are 
Europe's the strongest environmentalist party: they have 
won office at federal state level and moderates hope to ally 
with the Social Democrats fSPD) to oust Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl’s centre-right coalition in 1998 polls. Ms Sager, - 
who belongs to the wing of the party 1 more inclined to co-op- 
eration with the SPD, said she would focus on helping the 
Greens at regional level in Hamburg. Reuter — Bonn 

1 1: • 

B ulgaria’s President, ministers and diplomats joined 
mourners at the funeral of the psychic Granny Vbnga. - 
Vanga, venerated across the Balkans and beyond for her 
clairvoyant and healing powers, died on Sunday aged 85 - ' 
after a four-year battle against cancer. Blind from 
childhood, she was said to have predicted events ranging 
from the Second World War to the collapse of 
Communism and her own death. Reuta-Rupite 

notice arrested three former Bangladeshi army 

■ officers in connection with the 197S assassination of the 
independence leader Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Retired 
army colonel Earook Reehman, ex-colonel Shahriar Rashid 
tfhan anri retired major Mohammad KbairmgqimflTi are to 
face trial for murder and for rebelling against a 
legally-installed government. Reuter - Dhaka 


Russian soldiers cany a dead comrade into a safe area of Grozny during fighting on Sunday with Chechen rebels Photograph: Vassily DetchkotfAP 


departure of President Yeltsin’s 
press spokesman, Sergei 
Medvedev, a young journalist 
who, at his own request, was re- 
turning to the OKI* state tele- 
vision channel where he used to 
work. Lately the television has 
seemed almost as restricted as 
in Soviet times although one 
anchorwoman, Arina Sharapo- 
va, has let it be known by small 
comments that the journalists 
are disgusted by the war in 
Chechnya. It was probably not 
accidental that, the other night, 
the news was followed by a 
popular Caucasian cartoon 
about a tiny ant outwitting a 
bullying elephant. 

Certainty the Chechen rebels, 
who infiltrated Grozny last' 


week with the express intention 
of spoiling President Yfeltsn’s in- 
auguration celebrations, have 
run rings round the far larger 
and much better equipped 
Russian army. 

Yesterday mortar shells were 
crashing over Grozny as the fed- 
eral forces tried to retake key 
buildings in the city-centre still 
held by the separatists. 

Rebel information chief 
Movladi Udugov,whobas been 
so skilled at presenting Chech- 
nya's case that General Lebed 
himself praised him while say- 
ing the Russian spokesmen 
should go and 1 “fish and pick 
raspberries at their dachas”, 
danned yesterday That thesep^ 
aratists controlled 75 to 80 per 


cent of Grozny. Eyewitnesses 
said rebels seemed to roam 
the streets at will while most of 
the Russian soldiers they saw 
were dead ones. The toD among 
servicemen is now officially 221 
killed and 766 wounded. 

Rfeves of refugees were try- 
ing to flee Grozny. The pro- 
Moscow Chechen government 
complained that Russian forces 
were firing on civilians and ap- 
pealed to the army to open a 
corridor to let them out of the 
burning city. “Tens of thousands 
of people are trapped... with- 
out food supplies and with a cat- 
astrophic lack of medicine, ” it 
said. The army apparently dis- 
likes the idea of a corridor be- 
cause it fears rebels could 


escape by melting into the 
crowd of refugees. 

The Russian migration ser- 
vice said it had received 10 bil- 
lion roubles (£l-3m) to cope 
with the new homeless. The Eu- 
ropean Commission in Brussels 
approved anew aid package for 
Chechnya, bringing the total as- 
sistance since the outbreak of 
war 20 months ago to nearty 
JE29m. More than 30,000 people 
have died in the fighting and 
survivors are desperate fra food 
and medical aid. 

■ Moscow ( AP) — A corre- 
spondent for Russia’s largest 
television station was killed as 
he and his family tried to leave 
the Chechen capital during the 
rebel siege last weekend. 


Ramzan Khadzhiyev, who 
covered die North Caucasus far 
the television station OKT, was 
shot in the head twice as he was 
driving out of Groztty with his 
wife and four-year-old son. In- 
dependent NTV television 
aired a brief interview with a 
passenger in the car who said h 
was Russian forces who opened 
fire on the vehicle. 

The pro-government OKT 
suggested the rebels were be- 
hind the slaying, and Khad- 
zhiyev, an ethnic Chechen, had 
received many threats from the 
rebels, who accused him of a 
pro-Moscow bias in his report- 
ing and of betraying his people. 
He was the 19th journalist to die 
in the 20-month-old conflict. 


A French mountaineer, Jean-Christophe Lafaille, 
set a world record by climbing two Himalayan pea 


«set a world record by climbing two Himalayan peaks 
more than 8,000m high (26340ft} in less than four days. 
Lafaille, 31, climbed Gasheibrum EL, 8,035m, then 
Gasherbrum L 8,068m, in the Baltrao region of Pakistan on 
28-31 July, Reuter- Grenoble 


B ucharest’s street chSdren will train stray dogs as 
helpmates for the handicapped in a programme tacklii 


Dhelpmates for the handicapped in a 
two of the city’s worst social problems. 


20 children 


living rough will be helped for two years to train strays 
which will then be given to the blind, the deaf and the 
immobile. Baiter -Bucharest 


Wrirty monkeys that were lolled when they touched a 

I high-voltage wire were given a mass burial by priests 
from the Lord Pashupatinatb temple. Nepal’s honest An 
official said monkeys were gods and that more ceremonies 
were to be performed for them today. Reuter - Kathmandu 


Old and infirm left to suffer 
daily ordeal of bombardment 


The people Irving in Cher- 
norcchiye had no knowledge of 
any ceasefire yesterday. They 
came under mortar attack mid- 
morning as planes circled over- 
head, stretching their nerves to 
the limit. 

This district on the southwest 
edge of Grozny showed the 
signs of heavy bombardment 
from the last week of fighting. 

Smashed tree branches lay in 
deserted streets pockmarked 
with mortar craters. People 
hung around outside their 
apartment buildings, not ven- 
turing far into the courtyard in 
case another mortar whistled in. 

It was noon when the latest 
attack began. The night had 
been quiet, residents said, al- 
though they still all slept in then 
cellars. “We heard that Moscow- 
announced an end to air strikes 
but the planes bombed again 
yesterday and today, just look 
what happened." said one Russ- 
ian woman pointing at the crater 
and shrapnel marks gouged in 
the side of the building. 

“It was a deception. They de- 
ceive us every time," she added. 

This timc.'onlv one man was 


Civilians are still awaiting relief from 
war, reports Carlotta Gall in Grozny 


slightly wounded, but in the next 
courtyard where a second mor- 
tar fell, an old woman was 
killed outright and a one-year- 
old baby, hit in the head by 
shrapnel, had been taken to the 
hospital, residents said. 

The elderly victim lay in the 
cellar under white sheets as 
neighbours gathered to dig an- 
other grave. The garden of an 
abandoned psychiatric hospital 
was being turned into a ceme- 
tery for the dozens who had 
been killed, one woman said. 

“We buried five people in a 
single grave,” said Khesir 
Dzhapkayev, a telephone engi- 
neer. He just escaped injury this 
lime, bolting into the cellar 
where his family of four children 
and his mother were sheltering. 

Some 20 to 30 people were 
in the bunker, a dark warren of 
nooks and crannies. People 
ducked underwater pipes, light- 
ing their way with matches. Mr 
Dzhapkayev s paralysed moth- 


er lay on the earthen floor on 
a mattress in a tiny pantry. 

“This is the dura time we 
have had to live down here. It 
is an absolute nightmare," he 
said, shaking from the strain. 
“This is not even safe -how do 
I know it will not be hit with a 
penetration bomb?” 

The fear is reaL Less than a 
block away a penetration bomb 
had tom through every floor of 
an apartment building, blasting 
right down into the cellar. 

The only people left in Cher- 
norechiyc are, as in the early 
days of the war, the old, the in- 
firm and many Russians who, 
unlike the Chechens, have no 
family network to help them. 

Chechen refugees were still 
pouring out of this district, dri- 
ving along the tram lines, cross- 
ing two dangerously precarious 
bridges over the Suxrzha River, 
half patched up since they were 
destroyed in the first battle. 

Families with small children 


and old women scrambled 
down a muddy bank as the 
men frantically pushed cars 
along the rails. Mortars had 
landed in the field beside them 
minutes before. A grandmoth- 
er collapsed, her family in team. 

The sound of heavy artillery 
explosions rolled across from 
the centre of the city every five 
or 10 minutes - less intensive 
than in recent days, but still 
more or less constant 

A silent procession followed: 
a young man carrying a wound- 
ed, retarded boy and a group 
bearing a woman on a mattress, 
who was unconscious, her face 
marked by shrapnel. 

Behind them the sky was 
black from four fires burning in 
the western district where 
Grozny’s ofl refinery appears 
completely destroyed. 

The Chechen fighters mean- 
while, who have foe run of foe 
district said they would demand 
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CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

The Bosnian elections in a 
month’s time will fall far short 
of Wbstem democratic stan- 
dards, United States officials 

said yesterday, as the Secretary 

of State Warren Christopher 
conferred with Nato civilian 
and military leaders in Brussels. 

Bui the Nato Secretary- 
General, Javier Solano, stressed 
hew much had been achieved in 
the post eight months, since the 
Nato-led peace implementa- 
tion force (I-Fbr) moved into 
the war-torn country. 

A Stale Department 
spokesman, Nicholas Bums, 
said: “These are not going to be 
pristine conditions for these 
elections. This is not going to 
took like a town in Germany or 
France ... on election day. 
We’re not going to create these 
conditions in the next 31 days , 
The admission came as the 
commander of the Nato-led 


ground forces in Bosnia. Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir Michael 
Walker, helped defuse a con- 
frontation with the Bosnian 
Serbs who had refused to allow 
Nato troops to inspect part of 
a heavy weapons storage site as 
they were entitled to da under 
the’ Dayton peace agreement. 

Dr Solana and General 
George Joulwan, Nato's Sup- 
reme Allied Commander Eu- 
rope, had visited the Bosnian 
Serb capital of Pale on Monday 
afternoon to secure formal 
agreement that the site could be 
inspected. But, as so often hap- 
pens in Bosnia, it took time for 
the agreement to filter down to 
the commanders on the ground, 
and a Nato source in Sarajevo 
said it “came as a surprise” to 
many Serb leaders. 

Early yesterday morning 
General Walker look the new 
Bosnian Serb President, Biljana 
Plavsic, in a helicopter to the 
arms site at Han Pyesak. 30 
miles east of Sarajevo, where the 


Bosnian Serbs had refused to 
allow Nato inspection teams ac- 
cess on Monday. Nato officials 
said the move was. in part, to 
test the influence of Dr Plavsic, 
who replaced the indicted war- 
crimes suspect Radovan Kar- 
adzic as President. General 
Walker returned to Sarajevo late 
yesterday morning, after com- 
pleting the inspection. 

Mr Christopher met Dr 
Solana and General Joulwan in 
Brussels, to discuss the support 
I-For might provide for foe 
forthcoming elections which 
aim to create common institu- 
tions for the whole of Bosnia, 
above the two “entities’* - the 
Muslim-Croat Federation and 
the Republika Srpska. Although 
the Dayton peace agreement 
aims to m aintain a unified, 
multi-ethnic Bosnia, in reality 
Bosnia is now firmly parti- 
tioned. The three I actions have 
consistently tried to deter 
Bosnia's hundreds of thousands 
of refugees from voting in their 


places of origin, as Dayton 
allows them to. 

Mr Bums said Mr Christo- 
pher would discuss this with the 
Presidents of Bosnia, Serbia 
and Croatia in Geneva today, 
along with the harassnent of the 
media and the failure of local 
authorities in Bosnia and the 
governments of neighbouring 
states to band over indicted war 
criminals for trial in the Hague. 

Having completed the hand- 
over of large areas under the 
Dayton agreement and sepa- 
rated (he armed forces of the 
former protagonists, I-For*s 
50,000 troops are now primar- 
ily concerned with creating the 
best possible conditions for the 
elections. This indudes opening 
up roads and “creating the 
environment” in urban areas. 

Some 2,000 monitors from 
the Organisation for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe 
and other international organ- 
isations are expected to oversee 
the elections. 
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Y ou've seen the rest now play the best in The 
Independent and the Independent on 
Sunday. Independent Fantasy Football, 
supported by Philips Energy Saver Light Bulbs, 
brings you the first real innovation in fantasy 
football allowing you to pick the playing formation 
of your team. You can opt for a defensive strategy 
with five defenders, three midfielders and two 
strikers in a 5-3-2 formation, or go on the attack 
with three strikers in a 4-3-3 line-up. Complete 
your team with a goalkeeper and a Premiership 
manager and you'll be ready for kick-off. lb put 
your title-winning team together you have a 
budget of £40 million to spend. It is up to you how 
you spend the money, with no restrictions on the 
h umber of players you can choose from any one 
Premiership team. Look carefully and you will find 
some real bargains, with Alan Shearer on sale for 
the fantasy price of £11.1 million! 

So take up the challenge and prove your skill as 
a manager to win a football fan's dream prize and 
the opportunity to gloat over friends and 




colleagues well into the 1997-98 season. 


PRIZES 


The overall winner at the end of the season will be the entrant 
who has accrued more points than any other Independent Fan- 
tasy Football team in that time. Win the ultimate prize - a trip 
to the 1998 World Cup in France. The winner, plus compan- 
ion. will see all the action of a quarter-final and a semi-final 


of their choice, plus the final. In addition, the highest scoring 
team each month will win a pair of tickets to one of England’s 


team each month will win a pair of tickets to one of England's 
World Cup qualifying games at Wembley. 



Code Value 


Defender 1 
Defender 2 
Defender 3 
Defender 4 
Defender 5 
Midfielder I 
Midfielder 2 
Midfielder 3 
Midfielder 4 
Midfielder5 
Striker 1 
Striker2 
Striker 3 
Manager 

pin No. nr 


Total £ j 1 


Team Name: 


POINT SCORES: 

4 points for a goal ■ 4 points for a goalkeeper/defender 
clean sheet ■ 3 points for a successful assist ■ / point 
when a player is selected and plays ■ 1 point for a win- 
ning goal ■ 3 points for a manager win, / point for a 
dm h- ■ Lose 1 point for a yellow card ■ Lose 3 points 
for a red card 


HOW TO ENTER 

Using your football knowledge decide your team formation 
from the following four options: 


FORMATION A. 4-4-2 

4 Defenders, 4 Midfielders, 2 Strikers 
FORMATION B. 4-3-3 

.4 Defenders, 3 Midfielders. 3 Strikers 
FORMATION C. 5-3-2 

5 Defenders, 3 Midfielders, 2 Strikers 
FORMATION D. 3-5-2 

3 Defenders, 5 Midfielders, 2 Strikers 


one manager from the list below. Players can only play in the po- 
sitions that they are listed under and the team's total value must 
not exceed £40 million. Remember to give your team a name. 

Use our Team Selection form above right, to make a note of 
your team’s details, then dial our registration hotline to register. 
Where possible, please try to use a tone telephone, although a 
traditional pulse telephone can be nsed if necessary. Make sure 
you follow die instructions on tbe phoneline carefully. At the end 
of your call you wiQ be given your own special PIN number, which 
you must keep sale. It can be added toyourTfeam Selection form. 


dard four points awarded for that goal. Each successful as- 
sist (a pass that, m the opinion of our team of experts, leads 
directly to a goal) will give a player three points. The opin- 
ion of onr experts on tms matter is final. Each player select- 
ed and starting a game will be awarded one point. 

Playets lose one point for a yellow card and three for a red 
card. Own goals, either scored or conceded, do not count for 
scoring purposes. 

The Premiership manager that you choose will be award- 
ed three points if their real-life team win, one point if they 


You are free to enter as many teams as you wish, allowing you 
to tiy out more than one tactical formation, but each team must 
be made as a separate entry via a separate telephone call. 

OiKte you have chosen your formation, select your team of 
10 players to fit your chosen option, plus one goalkeeper and 


HOW TO SCORE 

Every time one of your players scores a goal you will be award- 
ed four points. Four points will also be awarded for goalkeepers 
and defenders whose team have kept a dean sheet during a match. 
If a player scores the winning goal, Le. if there is a one-goal dif- 
ference in the scoreline, the player scoring thefinal goal for the 
winning team is awarded one bonus point in addition to the stan- 


draw and no points if they lose. 
Results wul be published i 


Results wul be published in The Independent every 
Wednesday for all games played from the previous Monday 
to Sunday Inclusive. They will also appear the following Sun- 
day, in foe Independent ou Sunday. 

Look out for transfer opportunities which will be announced 
during tbe season. Please read the Rules and Conditions care- 
fully before making your call. 


Register today, call: 

UK 0891-252-244 (tone) 
UK 0891-252-234 (pulse) 

Republic of Ireland: 1550 131 553 


UK calls cost 39p per minute cheap rate and 49p at all other times. 
Republic of Ireland calls cost 5Sp per minute including VAT at all times. 
Maximum call length 6-5 minutes. 


Indepe n d e nt Team Market 
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CODE PLAYER 


TEAM VALUE 
(bn) 


CODE PLAYER 


TEAM VALUE 
(bn) 


CODE PLAYER 


TEAM VALUE 

(bn) 


GOALKEEPERS' 


Seaman 

Bosnich / 

Flowers- 

Kharind- 

Hitchcock 

Ogriznvic 

Filan 

Southall 

Martyft 

James'.' 

Poole : 

Hoult 

Sehmeichel 

Walsh 

Smicek 

Hislop * 

Cross! ey 

Wright' 

Bcasant* 

Pressman 

Coton 

Walker ' , 

Mikloskd 

Sul loan' 


-’45-7^ Watson 
•• 458 "*Hnsworth 
'459 Hbttiger 

460 Hmcbdiffe 


Reeves 

Thorn 

Thatcher 


WIM i.S 
WIM 1.8 
WIM 2.7 


463 Jobsoh 


464 - KeDv *. 

465 • WeiheraU 


MIDFIELDERS 


Dorigo . 
Pemberton 
Walsh : 
Grayson '; 
Whitiow 


473 1 Watts 

474 Babb 


475 Jones 

476 Wright 


Ruddock- 
Scales 
Harkness 
Neville (G 


4S3 : Neville 


485 ■ Pallister 

486 ‘ . May 


Vickers 


488 , Pearson 


DEFENDERS 


Dixon. 

Winterbora 

Boidil 

Adams 

Keown 

Staunton 

Somhgatt:_ 

McGrath " 

Ehiogu 

Wright 

Tiler 
Berg \ 

Le Saux s - V 

Coleman *v- 

Hendry s 

Kcnna 

Du berry 

Peirescu 

Phelan 

Lebeouf 

Sinclair 

Minio 

Daish 

Shaw 

Burrows 

Stimac 

Powell 

Wassail 

Short 


ARS 
ars 
— ARS: 
ARS 
ARS 

" AV ' 


3.1 

3.1 

3.0 

...53 • 
3.7' . 


489 Whvte ' 

490 One 
493 . Albert. 

• 494 J Howey •' 
495- Peacock 

. 496 Barton 

497 ' Beresford 
r 498 -Cooper 

• 499_. Chettie ... 
500 Jetfcan 


AV 

5.2 — 

^504 

. AV 

3.0 

505 . 

AY. - 

.3.0— ; 

z.5ff6' 

AV ' 3.4 

507 

AV 

1.2 

508 

BLA 

3.4 

509 

BLA 

4.0 

530 

BLA 

3.7 

533 

BLA 

4.4 

534 

V.BLA--. 

> 1-9 ... 

- 535" 

CHE 

CHS.. 

335 ~ 
3.0 

536 

537- 


Pearce. 


Benali 

Charlton 


2.2 
23 
4.1, 
3.7 
3.0- 
■L: -33- 
2.2 
3.0 
2.4 
■ ^23 
• L 8 
' 3.4 
25 

. ,22_ 

22 


Atherton 


> * k F < L— 

4.4 

,„.22 
: -.27 ~ 


-f-^538 : Campbell 


Calderwood 


,540 Austin 
/1543 Edinburgh 


: :-:3.3 

;i-s 


544 Mabbutl 

545 Dicks 
5%-- Bilk 

547* Reiper 

548 Hall 
^549 Bowen 
550 Pearce 


600 

603 

604 

605 

606 

607 

608 
609 
630 

633 

634 

635 

636 

637 

638 

639 

640 

643... 

1 ■ „-644'- J 
645 

.. •- 

-647 ' 
648'. 

650 

653 

654 

655 

r«B 

. 657 

658 . 

659 * 

„ 66Q V 

• ; ; : 663 

- ^-66* 

665 

666 

667 

668 

669 

670 

673 

674 

675 

676 

677 

678 

679 

680 
683 
6S4 

685 

686 


Merson 
Platt 
Parlour 
Helder 
HOlier 
Thylor 
Townsend 
-ftrageE— .. 
.Donft_> 
Wilcox 

Ripley^ : 
Sherwood ■■ 
J^tcrWF'' 

; Gullit 
, EH M atteo 
wSe 
Newton 
^ Peacock 
' Salako 
-.;1bMer .->**■ 

Richardson 
McAllister 
■Jess: * 
Simgspn- "l. 
Asanovic 
Van Der Laan 
Ebbrell 
Ranchelslds 

.^Parlan^tr v.- : 
. Stuart ^ f 

... Grant ; 

'Bovvjhsr', 

■.mmfs rv 

Barnes^*'' — ^ 

Redknapp 

McManaman 

McAteer 

Thomas 

Giggs 

Beckham 

Keane 

Butt 

Sharpe 

Juninho 

Emerson 

Hignett 

Moore 

Lee 

Batty 

Gillespie 

Ginola 

Dark 


'3.7 ■ . ) 
•3,0.. -4 J 


3.4 •• . 
'3.0 ... - 
;4.4.^; ; 
AA ■ 

■ 


ARS 4.4 

ARS 4.8 

ARS 24 

ARS 3.7 - 

ARS 15 

AV 1.9 

AV 3.1 

- -AV- A, Jr— ; 

-8LA :£Q '. 

BLA '3.7 . _ 

• BLA 'r ‘ 3.0 i 

S' BLA : 3.4 . 

• 'BLA — ‘.'3.0 

' CHE ;4.4.^; 

V.'CHE AA 

"'CHE '37^ 
CHE 24 

CHE 21 

COV 24 

^COV 1.8 
- COV y ' ZA< 
i-dCOV - '3.0- '" 

" COV; . . ■ 22 /. 

:;:©erv 12 , 

' DER" 22 

DER YA — 

EVE 1>- J 

EVE 6.7 

" e verr ” 

. : EVE - J : : 2S~‘ 
E^"^22 
l ’- UEEv.- -;3.0 - 
^£EE . ;UX •• 


CODE 

PLAYER 

TEAM 

687 

Wrau 

NOT 

688 

Bart -Williams 

NOT 

689 

Stone 

NOT 

690 

Gem mill 

NOT 

693 

Parker 

LEI 

694 

Thylor 

LEI 

695 

Izzett 

LEI 

696 

Vfeddle 

SW 

697 

Blinker 

SW 

698 

Jones 

SW 

699 

Hyde 

SW 

700 

MagOton 

SOT 

703 

Venison 

SOT 

704 

Heaney 

SOT 


CODE PLAYER 


TEAM VALUE 
(fm) 


3.6 ■*. 


-J05 ir-.-M Gray 
-706.;^Rae 
A707 J'Ajnew 


; .708 l^^derton >’ 


24 

21 

24 

1.8 

2.4'-r- 


3.fr ■- 
22 / V 
12 , 

22 

S3? 

6.7 


7O9 

-. 734 j . - :: -tV^agp ^fin ■ . r*-. 
"”735 WumifiTKcu 

736 Hughes 

737 Moncur 

738 Bishop 

« 739 Jones 

■,143- 7 ’ / ■ 


tor-r-^2^ - 
TOE! ; 3.0 

WU ' 3.6 l 
WFT' - 3.7 
WH 27 

WH 27 

WH-^3ia 
WIM 28 
WIM, 3.1.-C 

wm: , z&f 
WIM . .>20 .4 

;> ... «TVi 


856 

Qaridge 

857 

Heskey 

858 

Robins 

: 859 

Cantona 

860 

Scholes 

863 

Cole 

864 

Fjortoft 

865 

Ravaneili 

866 

Barroby 

867 

Beardsley 

868 

Asprilla 

869 

Ferdinand 

870 

- Saunders 

S73 

Roy 


. Campbell 


;.>«S TSt '?• Booth 
*- 876“^ Hirst 
877, . Bright 
;>..Le Tissier 
87? : . > ;. Shipperi ey 
: • .Watson 
t S83.t- ' Kelly 
~~'884~ Stewart 


Astrikers 


885 Sheringham 

886 Armstrong 

887 Rosenthal 
_^888 Futre r~ 

- ;S89 Radudohi I 
Dome ' j 

■i£j&py, HpMsworlfr-' ; 
-J^894: ■ ■' ■' Goodniaii — 
895“'' Ekohi*^ 


LEI 

LEI 

LEI 

MU 

MU 

MU 

MID 

MID 

MID 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

NOT 

NOT 

NOT 

SW 

SW 

sw 

SOT 

SOT 

SOT 

SUN 

SUN 

TOT 

TOT 

TOT 

-..-WH 

.r'.WHF 

-:WSt' 
' -WIM 
WIM 


Hartson x . 


Yorker 1 --'^ 
NjBfeijWei::'' 
Jotiason ’ v 


■- 3.0 

- 830 

Shearer-^' 

52 

834 

Sutton 

555 

'835: 

Vialli 

3.7 

836 

Hughes 

3.0 

837' 

Spencer 

.7.4 . 

838 

Dublin 

52 

i 839 

Whelan 

65 

840 

Ndlovu 

45 

843 

Gabbiadini 


Sturridge 

Fefguson 

Amokachi 

Rideout 

Yeboah 

Rush 

Deane 

Colfyroore 

Fowler 


ARS 

£AES 

\&iRS 

-AV 

.AV 

AY 

'w-.y 

NEW— 

BLA 

CHE 

CHE 

CHE 

COV 

COV 

COV 

DER 

DER 

DER 

EVE 

EVE 

EVE 

LEE 

LEE 

LEE 

LTV 

LTV 


7.0 
~TT 
'■ 3.7 -• 

6.7 i 
.;4.4, 

24 

-m 

3.7 

8.1 
4A 

25 

4.7 
S2 
4.3 
35 
25 
3.0 

6.7 

3.7 
3.0 
5.9 

5.2 

3.0 

8.1 

95 


managers 


7; 900 
>903 
: ;904 
;• :905__ 

:,906 

908 

909 
930 

933 

934 

935 

936 

937 

938 

939 

940 

943 

944 

945 


I Ke^fah; V. ) 

•I Fergusdo . 


: Rk>ch -■ 
^Harford* 


Francis 

Wilkinson 
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RULES AND CONDITIONS 

I. Unh tiUiK* tojJo w Tbe lnk|«nilLtu 
Imfcl'fJi.ni i‘n Suotliy Fjoum Huitull 
[tRW i-jUihi p*v 0.1II 1 *; ' ilid 

* hifivur Fmi»y RMihall team w.-k.Lihm 
vriu mi* - w lbt puNohcU in 
ibc 1 rfbtfOJ iN'-rdniLil in 1 'lk; liatponkm 
InJcfOblvn' im Sunday . 

.t Enlntf'Diu'J uimpipv II pljycr'amlinse 
niaiwFVf. die pUyt & miea uf j cmI- 

iri - nwr * u;iH * L ' 1 ' 1 ^ ' liur Ica,n tinTtuikW 
ksol Ml IT* - WJlnw «'l Uie i»m. ndmiaig 
nvuunf, nwrf «" euwil ttt Diilbw. 

4 . FA Cbrtlbg Pn.ijin;r 4 iin f. n 11 halls r» have 


been sMogned a fkucnul transfer rake bjr 
■vir esywm which rcproetH oirtcm jWk- 
tj. There will he no eorrespondenw rrfai- 
iikt hi |rfayere or (heir fioiorul value. 


5 Indepcndeai Fhma»y Football resells arc 
ukubted on all Bauoc&ia the FACaiGng 
Pretmership. ftmus ire owankd aaBnlmg 
» the lowing syucm daeribol fa^Ho 1 * W 
Sew'. 

6. la the even that a goalkeeper or a .de- 
tender & rahuuulviL the player sahstinu- 
ed and the aitatituie arc both A xana f 
to have jHavcd in the match in 
kjuMtKW Therefore, tf there is a dean 


died both dwea shall be aetUetL 
7 . The mctaO pnae of the nw World Cup 

trip will go>» the team whose total bswc 
CKcnb that Of anv ocher team wer the 
whole season. ITthaeis a tle,ionn*s draw 
tafcepUct. 


ttfeaMcy win be awarded to me mas^ar 
whme team’s pwnsecced that of any oth- 
d JunM yny moarfL The DjonibK 

jrcMomhl Pwfc»2iOW6Miin!li2: 

SK/m to 27;IQ% Month J: W to 
2*tiV9t Mu»th *: snwa m urn** 
Momh 5 23 / 12 % n 1 MU /97 Mooli & 


SMI/97 K> 23 .VS 91 Month 7 - MffiW to 
1MQ97 Month !l n.QOTMSWn.ln the 
new rf a he a stogie dn« w® take place, 
9. Onty R*V Cariiq; P r oukiship itotdiaap- 
piy.Uapiaycr BtmalcrTedoul ofihePrv- 
nber lasagne or is ntdbk to play lor any 
atbnnanawtfaaipbycrwfiliMtteoKwiih- 
tntbbgznMhmiliuitpiKnloitiiatilhetv- 
Himes playing in the Premier L ca gtt e . 

BUKhraemmi tawanhtfieLt^wI^^ 

nlsmn: An-thcMSamithf &nl sop pm. 
So cup or international matdKS e«mt 
1 1. Than sdedtom. w« made, aumot he 


altered until such tunc as a minder list may 
bepuhUshed ncoraieajjn wnii Fanleat Ttjti- 
ball. Then* is tin InmT in the umber of tm- 
trics auynmooar bousefaoU mrj make by 
mdrrvJraJ entry. Oik PIN djun ruanhcT will 
be issued for cadi valid loam rcgtsoaiicm. 
You must keep jotir PIN clarm nnmhef safe. 
12 Omaue date fijr entries is 5pm. n Scp> 
lemher IWfi. 

IJ.Theenrawritioobijpco la rutidcnls of 
the UK and Republic of Ireland only. En- 
traoK MtAa- IS msr be oWc in pmriir wnfr- 
ten psrmiaion from parent or gnanian if 
rcqocsijed and ash potmsaon [mm the per- 


son who pap the telephone dur^n before 
phonins their entry . 

14. Inaudible, taeomptac, racorrca or 
ilioje entries ajttskfcred obscene win not be 
accepted. Newspaper Pub&hifigptearoort 
responsible Ebr entries lost or delayed in 
transfer. tVonlofmagpetiet ran s cripi Pnoi 
accepted as proof W entry. 

L5. En?p'«r>M^ iM Newspaper Pubfahinp pfc 


Camftics are out ifiowcd 10 enter. Nonnal 
Newspaper Publfatang pfc rales apofy. 
ih UK caUt wdl be charged at 3**p per 
nintne cheap nue and 49p per mminc at 


all other times. Republic of Ireland catewfl! 
a« 5to per minute including VAT at IS 
l uma. Entries made by pay phone will om 
^PPmnnatdy double that of a normal 
phone. Ytmr call should not Ian tnotc than 
oj mm iic i . Make sure your team selection 

Ptt)tifa.[heftlrerf«alliTw,rrTtMljreir «ll 

in' the mininnun duraimi. 

Fj PnHisbing tfc tesenet ibe 
nens in 4 iw ih.. _> 


right 10 stop the 
the crntdiuoTK 


final m all mauere rtHatuig to the game. No 
c ™ TC SP l, ™dcnce. cither in wnthmor by 
“dephone. wffl be entered ima 


18. You may receive future otf cm or mfot- 
Newsf-pcr PuhKslmiB pic or 
^P^ompan^ ^ ^ to 

ro*w t hese pi caac write itr. Independent 
Rudasy Foothill. One Canada Square, 
Caraiy Whart London EI4 SDL 
- Sbotdd you hare any (hfliculty in naja. 


I 
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Whistle up a world of wiMicizons 


SO YOU 
WANT TO... 
BE A 

FOOTBALL 


77^7^ 


By Mike Richards 


jfV passport to paradise is one view. A tick- 
et to a torrent of abuse is more likely to be 
(be other. But love them or loathe them, 
football needs referees. 

• ‘ Newcastle United might spend £15m on 
a new striker, but, however much the Gal- 
lowgate faithful rant and rave at his deci- 
sions - and it is always “his” in the 
Premiership - if there is no man in black, 
green, blue or whatever they are forced to 
wear these days, there is no match. 

And as there are a lot of matches every 
week in Britain, referees are always in 
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, “You can always have a game of football 
Without a referee, but football depends on 

t ees to be administered properly and 
tve competitions, so we play a vital role,” 
Peter Willis, the president of the Eng- 
Referees' Association (RA). 
are always looking for more. There are 
45,000 registered in clubs in England and 
most field more than two teams each 
week, that is more than 100,000 sides.” 

{■ There are 32500 referees in England. 
About 5500 are recruited every year, but 
the total stays remarkably static. You can 
|tart young (though only those over 16 can 
referee adult matches), and continue un- 
til you drop. 

• All it takes to qualify is a 12-hour course 
mastering the 17 laws of the game, with an 
fati and written exam at the end. The cours- 
es are administered by the local branches 
i>f the RA spread across Britain and are 
being run all the time, 
i. “We have no particular bias towards any- 
one," Willis said. “We have every walk of 
life in the world of referees and we do not 
yven think about anything like ethnic back- 
ground. If you are good enough, we wffl take 
you." 

i So what makes a good referee? “In the 
modern age, if you want to progress, you 
}ave to be fiL You need man-management 
Skills, a love of the game and the ability 
to decide ‘is it or isn't it’. Those who first 
tome along to the course usually get a 
ijiock. They do not appreciate that the laws 
are simple. Other people make them 
complicated." • - • 

< p Willis admits some are put off the criti- 
cism and abuse from players, managers and 
fans, but insists it is not an important fac- 
tor. “If a supporter does not agree with you, 
(hey will tell you. That's a fact of life. It 
Would be awfol if there was no one shout- 
fog- Abuse is something different and I have 
bo time for it, but it is nowhere near as bad 
is people make out" 

I Just as on the promotion pyramid for 
tlubs, referees can climb the ladder. If you 

E the initial course, you become a class 
: official and referee at the lowest 

l : All referees are marked by the teams in 




are good enough atthe end of a season, they 
are promoted, eventually becoming a class 
one and moving up the leagues, each time 
running the line at a higher standard be- 
fore refereeing there. In theory, a referee 
Who qualifies this season could be running 
put in the Premiership in seven or eight 
years. From there, the world is 
waiting. 

{ "There is football in South America. Asia, 
Australia and Europe. In this world of foot- 
hall we have today, referees from England 
take charge of games in all competitions," 
Said Willis, who refereed in the Football 
League for 28 years. “It is a passport to 
«torid travel. A passport to paradise. If I was 
35 years old . . ." 
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Dave Higgs, 70 (above), has been a referee for 37 years. Mark Savage, 15, and his mother, Liz (below), both spend their weekends taking charge on the pftch 


Photographs: Sarah Bancroft 
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JUST THE TICKET: a weekly guide to what’s on Where for the spectator 


ftetores (meant racing): Pag# 4. 
COLF: Tomorrow. WeetatM Women's 
British Open illation, ro Aug IS). 
EQUESTRIAN: Tomorrow: DCftA meefing 
fftitsiend. K Aug 1SI. 

MCMG (Flat meeting* in capitals): To 
flay: BEVEHLEV: Oud £12: iunarQua (16 
to 2 1 -roar -oldsi XS: Tatterrfls X& Saver 
fene £3: Course Enclosure £3; Pone area 
£2 or £3 per car. plus £2 get occupant 
e.W. HAMILTON: Oub £Vi Grandstand 
Sat Paddock £7 I£J lor QAPs. diaablwl 
&. students. £10 farconHesi: accompa- 
nied imder-165 free all endosures. (6.01. 
SAUS8URY: Members £12.50: Tadasatfe 
&: Course Endoswe £4 laccompened un- 
ler 16s fmo an endmuresi. |2.15l. 
lAMlOWN: Cub a Grantaand fcononedl 
Ei Junor Oub i lS-35vrsi £10: fc*k £4. 

& «9L Tomorrow: BEVERLEY: as Yes- 
ja>. I2X)'. SA1JS8UIW: as Yesterday. 
0.15). YARMOUTH: Oub £. Grandstand 
famSwicdl £12: JtFuorOub H6 - 25 vtsJ 
Eo: Park £4. i5-35t. Newton Abbot Tat- 
foals £8.50. Coure ZA. Acccmparaod 
■Oder- 16s free. 15.50). Friday: CATTER* 

felt Cifi f-ti: T^BErsafc £7: Caise £230 
Arider-16s tree into all ondosures). 
fi.551. FOLKESTONE: Club £12 itnter- 
jps tree!: TaccrsaHs £8.50; Bcnc Pam 
it net car. plus £4 lor nach occupant. 
C.0). KAYDOCK. County Stand £14; Tat- 
rrsols £3; Newton Stand £3.50 (CWPs 
un once n laoerraBs and Newton Staid). 
feTyji . tCWB«W. Member, f.13 ti«ara 
jo to 17 years hoe): TanereaCs 18 . Stl- 
& Rof £3 iOAPs htff pnee). i 2.10 i. 
•OumWELL Gu b 1 12; TattesaOs £6 
(rjAP members of course's Diamond Cluo 
24, accoriyMnNKf under- 16s taoj. (220). 
IffiVTlS: Tomorrow. Yfomen's Wode Cw- 
jfiof oampmnsnm itramwgiW) Seal. 
CYCLING: Tsnmmnr. S»y Spcns Grand Ow 

foOTBALU FrWoyi Nauonwide League: 
Ltaixtetter Crtv v (b9w>ca (7.^5). 
tftlCKET: Tomorrow. B i t tarmlc Aoour- 
inco ChampiiKMMp: Dert v*m> v Not- 
jnchamshiio iCertvl: Giouceaorerwe v 
tamsmre iSrafoO. herd v Somerset iCw 

g , : LancaSWJ* Harmsttie tCfa Trat- 
KWese* tf WocesteiSlm ILonTsI; 
kshee v Glamorgan (fc^basTani. 
:i*^TC c 8nvSoumAfn»w 
days. Chester Je-snepn. Other 
Hatch: Enfjand Under 19 v New Zealand 
MM? 19 (VVOioesier): Second Youth 

test MatthirotirtlaV!): Ban HoBfiTroony 

Mrni.ftais. 

BUGSY LEAGUE: Friday. Stones Super 
IVamnglon v Ofdftam i • .30). 
kpEEDWAY ( 7 J 30 unless s&n^)- Tomor- 
Ficndor L««pti tpswtsi vlKter- 
Kmotor: Mutdiesbroutfi v Seorusn 
I 


Monarchs; SheAeu v Poole 17.45). Spoil, 
■ay: SHr Cap rproter-dnaL And te£ Lon< 
don * Peiartioniu^u Thuidn: Printer 
Loo0M (three matches): Carfare nc v 
Laa0M tone match). 


This weekend 

Saturday 

POOiBftUiSee iHKtenafWures and Pooh 
Guide ipage tour) and Pick o f me Day. 
RUGBY LEA GUE : Stones Super 1 riye- 
Gasneftrt v Pans: London Broncos v Wiran. 
HoWbr Student World Qmk Enflaid v 
France (3.0); Scadand v Japan (S.30I. 
RUGBY UWOtfc Dwbteno Chatty In- 
temottepot Scotland v Barbarians iMur 
rsvfiefct 3.01 Telephone Mtnrayfieid on 
OU1-346 5000 tor fither details. 
BqutSTHIAiN: Derby meewig tWcteread). 
GOLF: Women’s Gnash Open ilMMum). 
RACMG: UNGFIELD: Memtws £13. Tat- 
imsaRs £9; Sber Ring £5- (5.151. KW- 
BURY Mertes £15 Dunicrs ipro 17 yem 
tree): ToxtersaBs £10: Saver Fang £3 (QAPs 
hail once). (2.0). RJPOte Oub £12: Tat- 
rereads £aS*rerRng £4: Courso £2 (ac- 
companied under- 16s free ai enefeKures). 
0.151 WOLVERHAMPTON: Oub £15: 
TatGersBs £6 (OAP merrtws of Dtamond 
Q ib £4); Viemg Restaurant £25,90 in- 
eluding entrance and mea£ (7.0). Ba ngo r 
Paddock £& Corse £4 liaider-l&freeaB 
enclosures). i2JSi. Statfont Club £12: 
TatmrsaVs £&. Course £4. 1220). 

BOWLS: Women's World Outdoor Oiampt- 
onsnp iLeamt®an Spal. 

MOTOR SPORT: Bnftsh SuputM Com- 
(ponshp tWocWa). 

SFSWmft Praraier IntfM ntroe matfr 
es): Cofrferenc* Lee#e «me matdn. Star 
Kno ck o u t Cup, quartor-Avl flret k£ 
Siwwon v txter. 

CRICKET: T*flw'sCh«S*n»a Settee; Es. 
sra v Parian (Oiehnsted). Other Mstdc 
Scotland v Ireland iTTwe days. Unftnfiow. 

Bdgrwuon. 

Sunday 

FOOTBALL: FA Gift* PTOmte reW p; 
Southampton v Cheteoa (4.01. Nation- 
whto IM0W Rnt OMetem Bfemm^iam 
City ■ Qystai Palace 11.0). Spoond W- 
vMIor: ShfBwstJUiy Town v Wycombe 
Wanderore (3.01. 

RUGBY i£ABU& Stenw Super LMfov 
Bradfod v Ha&te; Leeds v WerMr^on; St 
Herens v sneflWd. Hrst DNWoo: DewiMy 
v Wakefield; HiR v FpdMnono: Vogtey 
v wanes; Saltern Baney: iWnei v 
Rodnae.SMondDMNoicBranlcyvOon- 
oasier; HuS K R v LajJi; Husletv Carttsie: 


PICK OF THE WEEK 

SATlffiDfiyyFootbafl . 

FA Ca/ling Pren^erehip: Wtenbtebwi v Manchester UrytEd 
Selhurst Patk. Qystaf Pataca . . - 

The nation camot seem to get enoi#i. The memories of the re- 
cent European Chanpiontfifo still remain tosh in the mire! ano 
have only served to wet \ he na tion al appetite for further -com- 
petition. After British dubs invested niflBons of pounds to many 
of the wodefs finest players (fairing the dose season, the pos- 
turing ends as co mpeti tive footbart begins again. 

The Premiership champtons, Manchester United, travel south to 
London for their first fixture of the new season. Their squad has 
been strengthened by fordsi slgtfTi& Kare! poborsky and Jordl 
Cruyff and, under the captaincy of Eric Cantona, will again set 
the standard to the rest qf the ItomJership to follow. 

Alex Fwgjsort has spent fat oscess of £7 m on new pteyws dur- 
ing me summet Their opponents, Wimbledon, wfll never be aUe 
to match that financial outlay but wfil refish the opportunity . to- 
upset the pie-seaan favourites. - 
In adcfltton to a fufl Premiership programme, the newly named 
Watiomwde Leagues also oumrnerKet l iB weetYY rt prowfangenougi 
faotbdltosatWytbenation'sappeBte.- 

Now t»m ttHTK The gouna h lUtm 10 mJhums m(k turn/ Atm SaAiurat Btt 
aatten. imMnnamgxwWtotiiKEsImUand&Vlaofa&aaan Tth- 
pftoneBR aw 01 71-928 5200 (breacr Sore and co re w ufcm . - - 

■VanT ssk yi priaa mnge from 02-E30 (very aw tiesmts wra mmsabh to om $xm- 
mpu&CHtte Smeorpjotftopiwt TUets rameh MnfiMcm r: nrambes 
ml season (fctarMfcteS). fl(TYxx)a SaAurSt Airk dn oOa an 0181-771 3641 
forxMtor»I W 9i( l nhfm6aa \ Kldl^liix3irn. . 


FYBsajtvYork;SwftnnvSoiAhWdes.HW- 
Ru Stwtent World Cw Ausda v Wales 
0.0); unfed Steles v Ireland (5.0). 

GOLF: Weatatte Women's Bmsb Open 
iWobum). 

RAC0K£ BRIGHTON : Oub £12 taccum- 
paied lAteer lEsfiew; Taaasafis £& & 
«er Ring £4 One £4 per carl. i2^0i. 
PQNIHWCr Oub £12: RSddOA S#- 
UH rang £3.50 (2.15). 

CYCUW8; lao li h nw Htaal flnrln . 
The woKTs top toad moare flock to Leeds 
this weekend led by TOur do franco m 
m Bpnra Rus. Engamfs moat imponant 
road race of the year *« also toauaibe 
finest domesac road racers e BnW 
OtympK mBOSSE, Max Scans) am 
Chna Boanlmai. mp alsooompoto. Lante 
ooiMfe are e r peex ed eteng the 145-mls 
route tnmum the city of Leeds and heit- 
by V!33Ydlahre scenery- tenao r is fiee 
ter spectators. Tetephom tho Leeds In 
toranmwj HoWns on 0113 247 8372. 


CnCNEn AXA EipAty & Lw Uagom Dor 
byRWEvNottygt a nshreCDert»):aouces- 
tsretona v Yorkshire (Bristol); Kent v 
Somerset (Cernerbury); Lancashire » 
Hsnpslae (OB TialfonJl: Mddesai v 
WorcesBretwe (Lord's); WmKMMs v 
Oamorgn (Edgiaston). 

M OTO R SPORT-, to t em MkmN Touring C» 
C haHtote— I da {SAwstone). British So- 
parbflm Q iawf l wri lp tfoiockhi). 
EqttfSTWAN: Derby mesh^ MUatoodL 

Next week 

AlHLEJICS: Monday: Bupe CtaDeoge to- 
tua t toua l m ee qag (Gaashgad). Urdord 
ChreSte wl mate Ns 63 rt and find ap- 
peaanee ter Bran at the Bupa Chafonge 
agans a selaa Amenean team. The testoat 
man on earth, and now Qtymoc champi- 
on. the Canawan Donovan Bafey wn abo 
nm te ihe 100m mstang we that Ctrtde's 
laarawwibeofthehgheastandaraTes- 


sa Sardwaon end the O^mpte heptathlon 
bronra medattsL Dentse Lads, vMl oom- 
pete In the Javeln whle Coin JacJoon and 
Tony Jarrett take on the Olympic chempt- 
o> Men tehnson. Tides we priced at £12 
W adults end £1 tor chtten. Telephone 
die ba r office el Oateshead, on Oiai-478 
5555, for additional inform ati on. 
FOOTBAU: Motley : FA Cart tag Pro- 
u4sr i Hfti. Uverpoot v Arsenal (SUJ.Tbew- 
deyt Defa Cap prellailnvy round, 
second tec Barry (WaS) Cl) v Vasa* Bu- 
dapesc (Hwd (3); Ceac (0» vKostoe (S»o- 
ualO (Oj-.Ahetoeen (4) vZa^naVWusOjth) 
(1). FA cwfinK Proudei W d p ; Leeds v 
Sheffield Wednasdey (7.49. N a O arok le 
LroeMThatOMsten: Bctenv MerdHffif 
cny (7.45). Co ca -Cole Cop, first round 
IMS teg (31 oes). 

RAONfe Mouder Hemateic Otto £12; 
Grandstand and Paddock £7 (£4 ter 
OAPs. daebied A etudeno, £10 tor oou- 
pies); accomoanWJ mtor-lGa free al en- 
dosures. (2.15). Lsl e e et ii 1 : Oub £12; 
TattereBB £8; SBrar Rku £4. (acoonrae- 
rtedintor-ieefie^. (S.405.Wtecteor Cljb 
£12: TanersaSa £S; Sftrer Ffci£ £4. 030). 

PBaiBtow Members £12: Tstteraate £& 
Course £4. Car Psrtc £A (centre of 
course) & £1. (6J0). Thesitear r oeco 
stoux Club £12 (under- IS* me); Tat- 
tenafis £&50; Picnic Pertc £4 per cer. piuB 
£A tor each occupara. (220]. Yoric 
County Sand £32: Tattarseas £15: S»wr 
(Mid ES tOAPs £2-SCf); Caste EnrSosure 
£3 (CWPs £L50). (Dsoounts tar 3-dey 
badses). (2.05). 

RUGBY LEASUE: Tuesday: HeKtai Student 
Wnrtd Qgs EhgM v Scotland (7.0], 

Plan ahead 

ThB £&n Wkxlrome In Manchester 

was opened hi 1994 by the PrinoBss 
Royal and wfll be the cycling venue 
for the 2002 CommomwaRh Games. 
Latsr this month It hosts the 1996 
WjrW Track CycCngChBnipkxisWps, 
Made of Siberian pine, the main track 
measures 250 metres In length aim 
is Britain's first purpose-bust indoor 
racing track. 

The competition consisa of 12 track 
disciplines for men and woman. 
WgWy chared sprfaitir^and sapping 
pursuit races wtfl a8 tbaura in add- 
tion to points racing. For the flrsl tbne 
nadons vd hew to quaoy via the Worid 
Cup Series which conc lu de s in June. 
Ao hosts BriennceheauiDmadcen- 


tytDtheevenLTherestoftheBne- 
upbSa^lD feature compefitorafiom 
ssfaraCeid asArgBnths, Nattelands 
and Trinidad. 

The recent successes of Chris 
Boardman, (In the Ibur de Ranee 
and the Olympic Games) and his 
continuing rivalry with Graeme 
Obree have increased demand for 
Octets- 

Chris Board man will be attempting 
to consol (dote Ms position as 
Britain's fremlar cydist whBe Otoree 
yAn be ea^rto defend his 4,000 
metre s tide after a disappointing 
Olympics. "Octets are now selling 
test fbr the first two days, of com- 
petition, when Obree and Board- 
man are Staiy to race one another. 
In ectttion to this Intri&fing domes- 
tic battle, the event wW also feature 
many or the wortdTt finest cycfetsftBSh 
from ayrntfc successes. 

7he NMtenW CycAhg CWitra, Mm nestor 

tetottom* SttMSnct MSndiatarMll. 
The wwB 15 mirvt es ty at fr om Pfc- 

o^^wraute B Km vaSateme^At^wd 
on w* major reads (n& tha thy and has ec- 

ceaJbrnedtobM 

WtecfHrody SmiAugJtt 339« to sun- 
dmr XU Sapnaatwr . 28th tug 9am- 
12nowV3pn>^wc 29tfc tpnkSfm; 3Wk 
8wrel2noor*4<jm-8pm; 3HC lOJpam- 
li3CW7y3pm-Spm; Is Styr 3fm-7pm. 
Pnmkm day Octac £ia concssstenc 
ftnd8r2S*over609£t^ndatf(%»*- 
et £8. eortcBBBbt £*. Ftfrday: £35. an- 
ooaten £1& rdnhone the National 
CftitigCentm 01E-230 2307/2308 Itr 
iUrtherttefiatenQuHes. 

Qoalltegiten are rpwsai (tarn tee wabnar 
Cyc&ig Centra for those putbaetoeoy ter 
or past 

Details of forthcoming events 
with information on tickets and 
venues should be sent to: The 
Sports Desk, The Independent, 
2 Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 SDL Rue 
0171293 2894. 


Compiled by ABsto- Morgan 


like the MP for Leeds Central, I 
too watched the Headingley Test 
match from the Western Terrace, 
albeit cm “well-behaved” Friday - 
your correspondent's description of 
the second-day crowd. Any sug- 
gestion that this section of the 
ground was a hot-bed of racist un- 
rest is fax removed from the truth. 
■ Toothings seemed to charge the 
atmosphere and npset the stewards: 
alcohol and, curiously, Mexican 
waving. The chief wave-raiser was 
summarily q'ected from the ground 
for hfc an tics and the bar dosed to 
punish his waving minions. 

As far the alcohol abuse goes, 
the Tbst and County Cricket Board 
dearly wants to have its pint and 
drink tL Hw most striking motif on 
the advertising hoardings and on 
the England players' shirts was fbr 
Tetley Bitter. With this overt en- 
couragement to drink the sponsor's 


SPORTS 


dais should be sponsored by Vir- 
gin fbr their extreme naivety. 
ANDREW ROSE 
Hellifield, North Yorks 

J5twn MrM Fax 

You report [Olympic athletes face 
ban, 6 August] that only two track 
and field athletes in Atlanta have 
been caught using steroids. Does 
anyone in’. the International 
Olympfc Committee serioosty imag- 
ine that this comes within a million 
miles of indicating the truth about 
drag use at the Olympics? 

The difference between cold 


and nowhere in some Olympic 
track events can be measured in 
tenths of a second. For the average 

athlete, that’s the difference be- 
tween wealth, fame and tbe adula- 
tion of his contemporaries, and a 
lifetime of anonymity. I must say, 
if I were 40 years younger and 
blessed with athletic ability, I might 
well have a shot at the old 
Stanozolol myself, partic ularl y if I 
were convinced that my rivals were 
on the stuff What your report sug- 
gests to me is that drug testing cs 
merely cosmetic; a device to con- 
vince the public the sport is dean. 

- It’s time the media and the au- 
thorities admitted that: a) the 
huge rewards now available to top i 
athletes make drug use inevitable; 
and b) the tests are only ca tching 
a small fraction of the culprits. 
What the IOC ought to do, if they 
want to avoid accusations of large- 
scale hypocrisy, is make the use of 
drugs permissible. Although 
whether Britain would excel in that 
kind of contests open to question. 
MIKE FOX 
Edgbaston, Birmin gham 

Letters should be marked “For 
publication" and. oou tain daytime 
and evening telephone numbers. 
Th^y should be sent to Sports Ed- 
itor The Independent, I Canada 
Square, London E14 5DL. They 



difference between gold may be edited for reasara of space. 
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Our shield against a gun culture 


T Commons liome 1 wO^L° n *** “ and the obligatory "Thousands 

mittee, which do« of j° bs ” - are in danger of being lost 

have a great track rprv^H aa 7f rft y There is grand talk about a fighting 

rated judgement, vest erdalf !l ^ Jnd - A lobbying campaign has been 
one of its most perfrinctnn E ? uced specifically targeted on Conservative 
repons yet. However th? iSd “ e ,P MPs ’ AtIera P ts have been made to 
and complacent concturioiJb^ *?* t 5 row doubt on studies tending to 
the gun lobby out in its t™ 5? ughl show a ^ betwccn &*** ownership 

the Dunblane *“ ^ omiddes - 

a “screaming S whoaVe S re 5° e dted m ** Home «** 
sympathy and workme 2“ d 5 ncc t0 ** Cullen inquiry, which 

moral high ground. g 10 maratain tbe shows that gun killings in the United 
Amone all thp States, where the gun culture is 

thi^SlvdiSf expressedin entrenched, are morfthan 50 times 
attempt by shootme ^ gher Xbsn “J the UK; for those 

bl^e the row on tie vi&f ^ ^ figure is 150 


Dunbla ne massacre - the slaughterof 
16 chddren and a teacher with legally- 
held and hcensed weapons - withe 
most contemptible. So much for the 
dispassionate and rational debate that 
the gun lobby claims it wants to 
mvoke. The plain truth, as it knows. 
15 ft}* 11 “ fi gbting the steepest of 
uphill battles to get pubUc and polit- 
ical opinion on its side. 

Thai is why the Shooters’ Rights 
Association, the trade association for 
gunsmiths and distributors, has turned 

to the gimmick - for it can be little more 

- of threatening to sue the Central Scot- 
land police force for giving Thomas 

4 Hamilton a gun licence. The threat 
allows the association to mount the 
argument that miliions of pounds in gun 


times higher. 

The main aim of the lobbying exercise 
is to obscure the core issue — namely, 
whether inconvenience for gun enthu- 
siasts and a slimmed-down gun indus- 
try is a price worth paying to reduce the 
chances of further mass murder. 

And what of the Tories on the home 
affairs committee? They have lived up 
to their growing reputation for either 
second-guessing what ministers or the 
establishment or the Conservative 
Party is likely to want to hear, or for 
creating a fall-back position for the 
Government if things get sticky. Not 
for the first time, there is a suspicion 
of supposed party loyalty over-riding 
the duty of impartial analysis. Given 
the adverse reaction from even some 
Tory colleagues, they have seriously 
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misread the political wind. After tak- 
ing oral evidence on a single day, they 
not only rejected a total or partial ban 
on handguns, but also the less dra- 
conian compromise that handguns be 
stored centrally at shooting clubs and 
that possession of assembled handguns 
be pe r mitted only at licensed premises. 

The nub of their reasoning appears 
to be that, since any proposed restric- 
tions would not stamp out illegal pos- 
session of handguns, and since lawful 
and unlawful access to shotguns or 
manually loaded rifles would con- 


tinue, further controls would have lit- 
tle practical value. They throw in, for 
good measure, the notion that mass 
killers would simply resort to other 
methods, such as bombs, or poison gas. 

All that is beside the point. No one 
is suggesting that the possession of ille- 
gal guns - invariably the case with 
firearms used by criminals - is other 
than a matter for serious concern and 
action in its own right. That has not 
prevented successive tightening of 
gun laws from the earliest controls in 
the 1S24 Vagrancy Act to the 1988 


Firearms (Amendment) Act, which, in 
the wake of the Hungerford mas- 
sacre of 1987, banned many of the 
most dangerous weapons, such 3S 
self-loading rifles and semi-automatic 
shotguns- Are the MFs really saying 
that the 1988 measure was miscon- 
ceived and unnecessary? The reality is 
that it did not go far enough. 

The goal should be dramatically to 
reduce the number of guns in private 
ownership. The outlawing of all hand- 
guns except single-shot competition pis- 
tols, to be stored at licensed club pre- 
mises, would go a long way to achieving 
that, and would not outlaw pistol shoot- 
ing as a sport for those who want to par- 
ticipate in it. Lord Cullen and the Gov- 
ernment should senlc for nothing less. 

Of course, it would still be possible 
foT criminals to acquire revolvers and 
use them. No set of controls is ever 
going to be watertight. But it would 
make it much harder for a madman to 
wander off on a shooting spree with a 
small armoury under his jacket. 

Handguns ore primarily designed to 
shoot people - they arc only inciden- 
tally a sporting weapon. If confined to 
sport, held only under lock and key in 
properly licensed gun clubs, they will 
pose little threat to the rest of usi only 
when kept and traded illegally would 
they pose a problem. If we want to stall 
the development of a gun culture in 
Britain, then we should ban the pri- 


vate, domestic possession of all hand- 
guns. It is not only simple - it is also 
popular, and it will work. It passes all 
the best tests for effective legislation 
to cure an obvious social ill. There 
should be no party political argument 
- just a straight, across-the-board 
commitment to get on with it. 

Why the Slowgo 
is a no-no 

T he Greenpeace Slowgo (original!) 

a Renault Twin go) is an attempt to 
show how much lighter and cheaper it 
could he to run a popular European cur. 
By fitting a family car with the size of 
engine used only by medium-paced go- 
karts in Britain, the pressure group has 
doubled its fuel consumption and tuihcd 
its machismo. This goes against almost 
everything the British want and expect 
from their curs. Not only is the engine 
smaller and more expetishe, the crea- 
ture comforts are 10 years out ot date. 
The w induws - imagine f - are wound by 
hand. No bull bars lor sweeping children 
out of the way. Top speed is only 20mph 
more than Ls legal on motorways. .Any- 
one would think it was designed as a 
means of transport, rather than an 
expression of die owner's personality 
and station in life. It will never catch on. 
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Turn down 
the glare and 
save energy 

Sin Karen Bakker (“Light fantastic 
that will snuff out the stars*', 12 
August) has rightly drawn attention 
to the increasing problem of light 
pollution in the UK. What needs to 
be said in addition is that this trend 

Mnins counter to government policy 
Mo cut back on carbon dioxide 
emissions. It is particularly worrying 
that the Millennium Commission 
should be encouraging this 
development In case it should be 
thought that carbon emissions 
attributable to lighting are of little 
consequence it should be noted that 
lighting already accounts for the 
highest energy cost in the 
commercial buildings sector. 

It is government policy to realise 
a substantial reduction in energy 
consumption within its own 
buildings, though it still has a 
considerable way to go to achieve 
its goal. In the light of this policy, 
should not the Millennium 
Commission be required to 
demand evidence of energy saying 
in all the construction enterprises h 
supports? As a first step, all bidders 
should be required to submit 

projects to the Government’s own 

Energy Design Advice Scheme, 
funded by the DTI. This would at 
least ensure that projects met 
reasonable energy conservation 
criteria in basic design terms. 
Professor PETER F SMITH 
Chairman, Environment and Ena® 
Committee , 

fowl Institute of British Architects 
London W1 

Sir You are right to be concerned 
about light pollution, hot I feel you 

are targeting the wrong causes. _ 

The light flooding the country m 
vour photograph comes from badly 
designed sports field Ughtin^over- 
lit car parks, widespread use of tight 
fittings with poor optical control 
and (probably most significantly) 
light reflected from light-coloured 
Sad surfaces. These are the real 
problem, not a few floodbghtmg 
L-beraes like Croydon Skylm* 

Sensitive floodlighting schemes 
designed by skilled professional, 
using quality lighting equipment, 
enhance our enjoyment of 
architecture and have ronumaJ 

environroental impacL Most of the 

complaints registered in the 
Institution of Environmental 

JHeaith Officers survey cited by Dr 

*ddiieywereaboutmfr^egl^ 
from domestic security bJB- 
Strictly, this is a problem of light 
SSpff. not light] Ration. 

Sir: Your article somewhat 
SffienvSonfflenta] benefits 
. i;„hf ine strategies with the 
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efficient sources that have a 
downward-only lighting coefficient 
A uniq ue feature of the Skyline 
Project is that we are seeking the 
involvement of the Croydon 
Astronomical Society as a member 
of the board of trustees controlling 
the project 
PHILIP GOODWIN 
Director of Planning 
London Borough cf Croydon 


Subsidies kill 
rural jobs 

Sir The European Common 
Agriculture Policy has bad a 
threefold effect in creating rural 
j unemployment (“The golden 
harvest is over*, 12 August). The 
in hi»ina Knked to level i 


costs of inputs such as energy and 
chemicals could add to a package 
of rural employment and 
environmental benefit 
VICKI HERD 

Sustainable Agriculture Food and 
Environment Alliance 
London S\VJ 


«fetv security energy 
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production anoazeoi opwanoo, 
have encouraged increased 
I mechanisation and chemical-based 
farming - termed “more efficient" 
because it uses fewer people. The 
subsidies also Jed to loss of farms as 
they became amalgamated into 
larger ones. In addition, land and 
therefore labour, was “set aside” in 
a misjudged attempt to reduce the 
over-production the subsidies 
promoted. 

The sodal welfare and economic 

costs on regional and focal, rural 

and urban, levels have been high. 
Yet we must not assume this trend 
is inevitable and expect other 

businesses and industry to fill a few 

rural labour Rather, the 
direction should be towards less 
intensive, safer and .more locally- 
based food production systems, 

encouraged through pwative . 


for conservation. It is regrettable 
that during the life of set-aside few 
steps have been taken to ensure that 
its environmental benefits are 
retained far the long term. It is 
crucial that such action is taken now. 

The Ministry of Agriculture has 
recently consulted with 
conservation organisations and 
farming representatives ot this 
subject and has asked members of 
an arable working group to develop 
ideas for an incentive scheme. It 
will be vital that these ideas are 
developed by the Government, 
with the minimum of delay, into a 
workable scheme that is adequately 
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Sin The introduction of set-aside 
did indeed supply a much-needed 
lifeline for wildlife (“Cereals gain 
as wildlife loses", 12 August). For 
birds in particular, set-aside 
provided winter stubble to feed on 
and nesting cover in the spring. The 
Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds believes that the reduction of 
the area of set-aside for the 96/97 
season to just 5 per cent is a serious 
worry because we expect it to cause 
the present declines m farmland 
birds to continue - the skylark 
population has plummeted by 58 
per oent in the last 25 years. 

Arable farmersare currently 
receivings vast amounts of money in 
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funded and will meet conservation 
objectives on commercial farms. 
GRAHAM WYNNE 
Director cf Conservation, RSPB 
Sandy, Bedfordshire 


Reform of 
student loans 

Sin Your leading article of 9 August 
on university top-up fees said that it 
would be a tetnble mistake to allow 
universities to start charging fees. 
There is no question of them 
needing to be allowed. Universities 
are autonomous private sector 
charities. Thankfully, they are not 
part of the public sector, but are 
subject to the tyranny which can 
accompany a contract from a (near) 
monopoly purchaser, in this case 
the state. 

In the absence of an improved 
loans scheme, top-up fees are 
undesirable. So too, however, is 
ageing laboratory equipment, 
under-investment in IT or further 
increase in student/staff ratios. Any 
fee scheme will have to take 
account of ability to pay, be it in 
advance or post-graduation. A fully 
fledged graduate tax has the 
attractions of the Venus fly-trap. 
Where is the example to show that 
the Treasury can. long term, keep 
Its sddsy fingers off funds raised 
through the government machine? 

I believe the universities and the 
banks should operate a private loan 
scheme, with the charges levied 
allowing for low earners, emigrant 
graduates, career break losses, etc 
as well as real rates of interest, 

. Unfortunately. American 


experience has shown that it can be 
more expensive to lend than to give! 
Thus, the only economic means of 
recovery is through the Inland 
Revenue or the Contributions 
Agency. The new loans company 
could hove a service agreement with 
either of these to extract repayments 
from the wage packets of those who 
had signed up for the loans. In this 
arrangement the Government is at 
arm's length and the public sector is 
not being asked to do anything for 
which it is not paid. 

Professor R F BOUCHER 
Principal and Vice-Chancdlar 
UMIST 
Manchester 


Policing 


the police 

Sin John Wadham of Liberty 
, criticised almost ever, thing about 
the way deaths in police custody 
are currently examined (letter* S 
August.) 

He acknowledged that “the Polio.’ 
Complaints Authority has a role in 
supervision". However he failed to 
appreciate that our overaght 
ensures that a civilian Authority 
member directs the inquiry and 
guarantees that an impartial and 
thorough investigation lakes place. 
Authority members supervise more 
than 40 inquiries into deaths in 
custody every year. Thai gives us 
considerably more experience of 
such tragedies than most police 
officers. I see cvety completed 
inquiry and I know that police 
involvement does not taint them, as 
Mr'Whdham suggested. 


the cost of labour (income tax and 
National Insurance) and increased 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

(far 0171-293 2056; e-mtdt letters@mdependent.co.uk) Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


| It is nonsense to say that only I 
I per cent of all complaints lead to 
j charges against officers - rrfrnin.il 
] charge* yes disciplinary charge. 

; no. Last year 4.684 fully 
j investigated cases, including deaths 
in custody, led to 1 .277 forma] or 

■ informal disciplinary actions. 

I We have called for disclosure, bv 

■ the coroner, of evidence to the 

I f-imily of the deceased and arc in 
j active discussions with the 
l Coroners* Society. 

■ In addition we arc seeking ways 
| of preventing such tragedies 

| happening. Thai is why we 
I participated in the Lambeth 
I working group which produced the 
1 Lessons from Tragedies report and 
why we arc now working on a study 
of deaths in custody with the Police 
S urge ons .Association. 

PETER MOORHOUSE 
Acting Chairman 
Police Complaints Authority 
London Sill 


jNyet 

i Sir - 1 recently sought permission to 
employ an au pair girl from Russia 
but I hove learnt from the 
immigration and nationality 
directorate of the Home Office that 
Russia is not included in the list of 
countries whose nationals may enter 
the UK as au pairs, and that ihere 
I are oo plans to extend the scheme. 

This surprised me. particularly as 
nationals of countries such as 
Bosnia, Croatia. Macedonia. 
Slovenia and Turkey mav come. 
Why is Russia excluded? This 
seems a very short-sighted policy 
because ft is to everyone's 
advantage that Britain has lies of 
friendship with Russia. 

PAMELA PERRDM 
Baldock, Hertfordshire 


Tories conjure up 
the demon Blair 

Sir: You are much too kind lo the 
Tory Central Office in your 
editorial of 13 August. 

Caricaturing the personalities of 
your opponents and exploiting 
their weaknesses is part of the 
game. But this latest campaign 
against Tony Blair sets new 
standards of squalor and 
irrationalism in recent public life. 
The demonisation. the attempt lo 
stir up a kind of voodoo 
atmosphere, might he saved if 
there was even a trace of humour 
or caricature. But there isn't. This 
looks a dead serious, vicious 
assault. Not a pretty sight. 

JONATHAN GREEN 
Manchester 

Sir Jung believed that a group 
could projects its own shadow - the 
unacknowledged side of its own 
experience - on to another person 
or organisation. As a result it 
would see and reject in others whai 
it failed to see and accept in itself. 
By demon using Tony Blair the 
Conservatives have inadvertently 
told us more about themselves 
than they have about the Labour 
Party. 

Fr PAT COLLINS 
Dublin 

Sir: When John Smith so 
tragically died John Major spoke 
passionately about the integrity 
of the man and the need to' 
remove personal attacks from 
politics. In view of the latest 
poster campaign by Conservative 
Central Office, l wonder how he 
would feel, and what he would 
say, if Tony Blair were to suffer in 
the same wav. 

I S DRUMMOND 
Leeds 

Sir. The Fabians have certainly 
lived up tu their namesake's 
delaying tactics in wailing till now 
to recommend for Britain what 


« *- miguai ). 

That doughty right-winger 
General Douglas MacAnhur, as 
Allied supreme commander in 
occupied Japan, presided over a 
dramatic reduction in the staff of 
the imperial household (more 
than 7,000 retainers lost their 
jobs) while the Emperor's 
daughters ceased lo be princesses 
and the Japanese peerage was 
abolished under the constitution 
Of 1947. 

One result is that the future of 
the Chrysanthemum Throne is 
luday a lot more secure than is that 
o f the House of Windsor. 

PETER MARTIN 

E-mail: p. martin (n nefcom.co.uk 

Muslim empire 

Sir: Muslim expansion into 
southern Europe (letter, 10 
August ) look place in a world 
organised into rival empires: it 
was a question of occupy or be 
occupied. Comparing trie 
treatment of Christians and Jews 
under Muslim control, where thev 
lived as protected “People or the’ 
Book", with that of Muslims and 
Jews in the Christian states, when 
they were allowed to live there at 
all, it is clear that expansion was 
the only safe course open to 
Muslims. 

In contrast, the denial of self- 
determination to the Palestinians 
since I9J8 has taken place in a 
world that is supposed to be 
organised into sett-determining 
! nationstates. 

PJ STEWART 
Oxford 
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The green, white and orange tiger 


Wake up, there’s an economic miracle on our doorstep. Ireland is outpacing the world, writes John Lichfield 


S cene: Sc Stephen's 
Green, central Dublin 
last week. First Tiixi 
Driver to Second Tfcri 
Driven “Sure, I didn’t 
recognise you, now. in a f...ing 
Volvo". 

Quoting taxi drivers as a 
cuick to a nation's economy — 
or politics, or anything else - 
is an ancient and dishon- 
ourable newspaper tradition. 
For once it is justified. The 
reversal of fortune in the 
Dublin turn business (once cel- 
ebrated for the shabbiness of 
its cars and the gloominess of 
its drivers) is startling, A few 
years ago drivers were giving 
away their trade plates; now 
they change hands for up to 
£75,000. (That is Irish pounds, 
which are currently worth 
more than sterling). 

The Republic of Ireland, in 
case you had missed it, is boom- 
ing. Ireland’s growth rate last 
year (7.3 per cent) was, for the 
third year in a row, the highest 
in the western world. The Irish 
economy is expected to grow by 
anoLher 5 or 6 per cent this 
year. Inflation is the lowest in 
Europe (2 J per ccnl). Nearly 
one third of all US high-tech 
investment in Europe goes into 
the Republic. Ireland has more 
young people with scientific 
and engineering degrees than 
any couniry, save Japan. Tourist 
spending in Ireland was 15 per 
cent up last year; 10 per cent up 
again this year. There is net 
emigration into Ireland for the 
first time since the Potato 
Famine of the 1840s (apart 
from a brief spurt in the 1970s). 

Ireland is not only booming 
economically; it has become 
culturally fashionable. The hill 
of Kiiitoey to the south of 
Dublin has so many movie and 
sports stars in residence that it 
has been nicknamed Bel Eire 
bv the Dublin Evening Herald. 
the latest wuu/d-be part-time 
Dubliners are Marion Brando 
and Steffi Grai 
What were the off-the-peg 
images of Ireland 20 years ago; 
even 10 years ago? The inter- 
minable, mournful troubles in 
the North; church-enforced 


previous year. Dublin (deprived 
areas apart) is bumming, and 
changing. It is also becoming 





w 


Striding ahead: Ireland's economy is compared with those of the Pacific Rim, but it has done better than Singapore, Korea or Malaysia in the past five years Photograph: Photocall 


Ireland's success as a sham 
boom, jacked up by EU subsi- 
dies and mercenary foreign 
companies who arc allowed to 
repatriate most of their profits. 
Both accusations have a grain 
Of truth but foil to explain the 


Britain: we became a country in 
our own right, in a sense for the 
first time”. 

Ireland is sometimes com- 
pared with the Tiger 
economies of the Pacific Run; 
but Ireland fon the Atlantic 


land is high-quality, highly aid says the great secret of the To see the new Ireland, turn 
paid, at the cutting edge of country’s success is the bounti- off the new M50 motorway 
advance in information tech- ful supply of well-educated which bypasses Dublin to the 
nology or pharmaceuticals. young people, produced by an west; continue along the dual- 
At worst, this amounts to a education system which (partly carriageway; tarn off onto a 
kind of static emigration, thanks to contributions by the country lane; pass two encamp- 
Young Irish men and women- church) costs less per pupil ■ Tnents of travellers drying their 
are still working for foreigners, 1 than Britain’s. " laundry oh 'the hedgerows! 

but at least they are-remaining ' “Ediifcation is the key ‘ to (some things- never change); 
in Ireland while they do so. ’ everything,” be Said in an infer- pass through the security gates. 
Many are returning, with skills' View at his homelast wdeki “It -You- etaer-an -industrial- park' 
and money, from abroad. is a lesson that you in Britain with airport terminal architec- 
At best, Ireland is building an should learn. Or I should say in ture and manicured lawns and 
infrastructure in the second England and Wales. Scotland is fountains. You could be in New 
industrial revolution which - muctimore like us. "Vbur com- Jersey, 
partly through deliberate pletion rate in secondary edu- Donal Connell is general 
British policy - it never had in cation and take-up rate in third- manager of the operation of 
the first Until the 1960s, almost level education are disastrously 3Com, a Californian company, 


social paralysis in the South; magnitude of what is happen- . rim) has dbne better than Sin 
rain; Val Doonican; mass emi- tng across the IrishSea, ; T. 1 * 'gafepfe or Korea or Malaysia ii 
oration: revolvine-door ooaii- EU farm and regional Sfflfci-' ''the'past five years. It has com 


gretion; revolving-door coali- 
tion governments; more rain; a 
begging bowl In Brussels. 

Fast-forward to 19% and the 
images that sum up Ireland 
are: a successful soccer team; 
hopes for peace, now tarnished; 
a Nobel Prize for Seamus 
Heaney; the Commitments: the 
Booker Prize for Roddy Doyle; 
U2; Bob Geldofi endless wins 
in the Eurovision song contest; 
the runaway success of River- 
dance; more success in the 
Olympics than Britain; a run of 
good summers; that nice Pres- 
ident Mary Robinson. 

It is common (especially in 
Northern Ireland) to denigrate 


tng across the Irish Sea. ■ . 1 

EU farm and regional 
dies give Ireland about £2bd a 
year - 4 per cent of GNP. The 
direct Eu investments in Irish 
roads, ports and airports (worth 
about £lbn a year) are a god- 
send. But, overall, according to 
the former Taoiseach Garret 
Fitzgerald, EU subsidies are 
responsible for only half a per- 
centage point of Irish annual 
growth. Terry Baker, a British 
economist at the Economic and 
Social Research Institute in 
Dublin, says: “The EU money 
is important but the psycho- 
logical impact of joining 
Europe was much more impor- 
tant. We got out from under 

ADVERTISEMENT 


hgappfc or Korea or Malaysia in 
’the’past five years. It has com- 
bined Asian growth with Euro- 
pean rates of inflation. Add an 
entry ticket to the Single Euro- 
pean Market of 350 million 
people and you have a perfect 
invitation to international 
investment. 

It is true that the Irish gov- 
ernment grids the invitation by 
taking only 10 per cent of the 
profit of foreign firms. Over 
£2bn in corporate profits were 
exported from Ireland last year 
(mostly to the US). But it is not 
true - no longer true anyway 
- to describe the imported 
jobs as low skilled. Increas- 
ingly. the work coming to Ire- 


To see the new Ireland, turn Few Irish people will admit 
off the new M50 motorway it, but credit is also due (wait 
which bypasses Dublin to the for it) to Irish politicians. Ire- 
west; continue along the dual- land had rapid growth in the 
carriageway; tom off onto a 1960s butftwas thrown away by 
country lane; pass two encamp- the profligate spending of 
merits of travellers drying their FiannaFbfl governments in the 
laundry on 'tKe hedgerows! 1970s, which created severe, 
(some things- never" change); stagflation (smoltaneons reces- ‘ 
pass through the security gates, sion and inflation), Ttwds Dr 
Yon enter- an -industrial- park — Fiagerald,-as leader-of-Fine ' 
with airport terminal ardutec- Gael who began the fight-back 
ture ana manicured lawns and from 1982, but he admits that 
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infrastructure in the second 
industrial revolution which - 
partly through deliberate 
British policy - it never had in 
the first Until the 1960s, almost 
all industrial capacity in the 
island of Ireland was in the 
North; now three quarters of it 
is in the South. 

There remain serious blots 
on the landscape; particularly 
the rate of unemployment, stilt 
one of the highest in Europe at 
12.7 per cent. The jobless - 
especially the long-term jobless 
- arc concentrated in urban and 
inner- suburban ghetioes, espe- 
cially in Dublin, which have 
some of the worst social, drug 
and crime problems in the EU. 
There are large pockets of rural 
deprivation, worst in the coun- 
ties close to the border. Other- 
wise, the boom is reasonably 
spread around the country. 
Galway, a sleepy and mori- 
bund, almost forgotten, town 20 
years ago, can now barely cope 
with its tourist and local trade; 
it claims to be the fastest grow- 
ing city in the EU. 

In a sense, both the social 
and economic Irish revolutions 
are youth-led. Garret Fitzger- 


foun tains. You could be in New 
Jersey. 

Donal Connell is general 
manager of the operation of 
3Com, a Californian company, 


‘Joining Europe was important; we 
became a country in our own right* 


low." Almost half of all Irish 
youngsters go to college or uni- 
versity, compared to just under 
30 per cent in Britain. 

Here lurks a great, historical 
irony. Education is successful in 
Ireland partly because it has a 
large, aspi rational rural popu- 
lation. used to having to travel 
and ieam and hustle for work. 
Thanks to repressive British 
policies in times past (denying 
Catholic Ireland heavy indus- 
try). the Republic does not 
have a large, inflexible, unen- 
terprising, anti-education, 
urban working class. The urban 
working class that does exist in 
inner-city Dublin and a few 
other towns is noticeably 
exempt from the educational, 
and economic, boom. 


specialising in systems that 
aflow computers to communi- 
cate with computers. The com- 
pany came to Ireland six years 
ago with a promise to employ 
176 people by 1996; it employs 
570. 

Why did 3Com pick Ireland? 
“A bright, willing, flexible, well- 
educated labour force is cru- 
cial,” says Mr ConneDL “The 
reason we can compete with the 
Far East, with higher unit 
labour costs, is because we are 
always pushing out the bound- 
aries of our production meth- 
ods to make them cheaper and 
better. To do that you need 
people with good language 
skills, who can grasp new con- 
cepts, who are not fixed on old 
ways of doing things.'’ 


subsequent Fianna Fail-led 
coalitions - especially Finance 
Minister, and later European 
Commissioner, Ray MacS harry 
- share the credit for putting 
Ireland’s house in order. 

An extraordinary consensus 
on economic policy has existed 
in Dublin for 15 years, embrac- 
ing whatever parties happen to 
be in coalition, from the centre- 
right to the ex-Stalinist left 
There have been spending cuts 
more savage than anything 
attempted by Mrs Thatcher or 
Ronald Reagan; there have 
been substantial personal tax 
cuts; there has been the world's 
only successful wage-restraint 
policy; there has been a strin- 
gent monetary policy, in effect, 
sub-contracted to the Bundes- 
bank through the European 
Monetary System. This adds up 
to a uniquely Irish mixture of 
right-wing (free market) and 
left-wing (interventionist) poli- 
cies: but it has worked. 

The boom has produced 
something newish for Ireland - 
the conspicuous flaunting of 
wealth. More Mercedes were 
sold in Ireland in the first six 
month of this year than in any 


the old Dublin. The tracmiotuu 
culture of dank pubs, soaked in 
g uinn ess and wit, is giving way 

to a cafS culture of ta^bthgh^ 

rock music and chatter. The old { 
Dublin still exists in parallel, 
but patronised by brown signs 
advertising a “literary pub 
tour". If Leopold Bloom lived 
at this hoar, he would be a bond 
tradesman at the Dublin i nter - 
natioual financial services cen- 
tre. Instead of eating “the inner 
organs of beasts and fowls”, he 
would spend his lunch hour, 
with a mobile phone clamped 
to his ear, eating Acapulco 
prawns in the Bad Ass , Cafe. 

Some fear that Ireland is 
becoming too European; others 
that it is becoming too Ameri- 
can. And yet tourists - often 
older and richer tourists than 
before - are pouring in because 
of the global fashion for things 
Irish. 

David Quinn, 27, founder 
and artistic director of the • 
Punchbag Theatre on the quay-?- 
side in Galway city, says he has 
no fears of Irish loss of identity. 
There is, if anything, a revival 
of interest among young people 
in Irish culture. The foci that 
Ireland has joined the modem 
world, he says, has made young 
people more proud of being 
Irish, not less. 

"When I was growing up 
there were no modem Irish 

heroes. Our heroes were all for- 
eigners. Now we have our own 
heroes ... Seamus Heaney, U2, 
Michelle Smith. We are the first 
liberal generation, the first free- 
born generation if you tike, in 
the sense that we no longer mea- 
sure everything by wharfiritain 
does and! we don’t live xri fear of 
what tile Catholic Church says 
- Wfe have grown up,. We have 
become a modem nation.” 

What of the future? Demog* 
rapby, among other things, is 
cm Ireland’s side. The birth rate 
has halved in the past decade. 
Five or 10 years frpjn n aft, Ire- 
. land could be reaflyBooming: 
it will have a relatively small 
eldatyjJopulation; alarge well- 
educated working population; 
fewet 'people coming into the 
workforce and therefore - in 
theory - dramatically lower 
unemployment 

European Monetary Union, 
which Ireland seems certain to 
join, should provide more eco- 
nomic impetus, according to a 
recent study (but dould cause 
competitive problems, for Ire- 
land if Britain does nothin and 
sterling devalues). EU subsidies 
will (and should)' decline as 
poorer members join and Ire- 
land becomes more prosper- 
ous. But foreign investorsare as g 
eager as ever; Ireland is already 
cherry-picking the best If pre- 
sent growth trends continue, 
Ireland will have a hi gh er GNP 
per head than Britain in 15 or 
20 years. 

There is no reason why 
Britain should begrudge Ire- 
land's success. Our neighbour 
remains one of our best and 
biggest markets; a booming 
Republic could yet be part of a 
complex, chemical formula for 
historical and generational 
change that might 'm;' time, 
solve the Irish question.' It is 
time to dump all the old pre- 
conceptions about Ireland. You 
may not have noticed but we 
have a green, white and orange 
striped tiger living next door. 
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Tou can make mine a Renault McGann 


subject or much controversy in the cuurcn member, « fpu?t num 
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It also reveals the origin of the very 
Throne occupied by the present 
Royal Family! 

It is said that truth is stranger than 


plain, simple, underst an dable, and 
absolute truth that stands proved! 
These two booklets are 'The Key of 
David' and 'The United States and 
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I t is with great pleasure 
that I welcome back Dr 
Wordsmith. our irregular 
expert on the meanings and 
derivations of words. 

Dr Wordsmith spent three 
years at university studying 
the meanings and derivations 
of words, and thus left uni- 
versity completely unemploy- 
able - or would have done, 
bad it not been for the new 
fashion for interest in seman- 
tics and philology, or at least 
the current fashion for having 
columns about words in news- 
papers. When that fashion 
passes on. Dr Wordsmith will 
again be unemployable. TUI 
then we are always guardedly 
glad to welcome him, to give 
him a chance to answer your 
questions about language. All 
yours, doc. 1 

/ have sometimes seen the 
word “ bistro "sprir "bistro” and 
sometimes seen ix spelt “bistro! ”. 
h it correct to have the ”t" on 
the end of the word or not? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: The 
French spell it with a T on 
the end, but the English have 
dropped the V in their ver- 
sion of the word. The correct- 
ness of the spelling depends 


on your nationality. In France, 
for instance, there is a new car 
called a Renault Magpie. In 
Ireland, I believe, it is being 
marketed as a Renault 
McGann. Same with “bistro” 
and “bistrot”. 

But they mean the same in 
both languages, don't they? 

Dr Wordsmith writes; No. 
In France a “bistrot” is an 
unpretentious little restaurant 
with shabby decor and dog- 
eared menus where you can 
get superb food, whereas in 
England a “bistro” is a pre- 
tentious little restaurant with 
superb menus and d£cor 
where you can get... 

Ifo. I dunk we get the pant. 
But I have noticed another vari- 
ation in spelling Sometimes the 
word “turbo” is spelt without a 
u r, and sometimes it is spelt 
with a T, as in “turbot". Is there 
any difference in meaning? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Not 
really. Turbot” with a “t” is a 
word added to restaurant 
menus to make them seem 
impressive, and “turbo" with- 
out a “t” is a word added to 
the backs of cars to make 
them seem Impressive. 

Is the “l* on the end of 



Miles Kington 

these words ever pronounced? 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Not 
in the case of words like 
“tarot" and ''Merlot” and 
“Renault”, except in igno- 
rance. The “r" on the end of 
“gjgot” is pronounced in 
France, but not in Scotland. 
The “t” on the end of 
“Camelot” is not pronounced 
in England, but in Trance it is 
pronounced on the end of the 
equivalent word. 

What does the equivalent to 
Camelot mean in French? 

Dr Rbitismith writes: A load 
of over-priced, meretricious 
rubbish, as it does in England. 

I have noticed that the word 
’‘giro" is sometimes spelt “giro" 
and sometimes spelt “gym". 
What is the difference ? 


Dr Wordsmith writes: They 
both mean the same thing , 
things going round and round 
in a circle, usually money. The 
original word was “gyro", 
which was an acronym for “Get 
Your Revenue Organised”, but 
for some reason this was 
changed to another acronym, 
"General Inland Revenue 
Organisation” or “giro”, and 
this is the one that has stack. 

Where does the actual wont 

acronym come from? I know it 
means a set of initia l letters 
malting a new name, but I 
don't Know the derivation. 

Dr Wordsmith writes: 
Oddly enough, it is itself an 
acronym. The letters 
ACRONYM stand for 
“Adaptable Code for Recalling 
or Naming Your Message". 

Shouldn't that be 
ACFRONYM? You W missed 
out the wood "fori' in the initials. 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Don't 
get clever with me, fish face. 
Do you call the United States 
of America the USOA? 

No. 

Dr Wordsmith writes: Well, 
then. Anyway, these acron ym* 

are only a land of a mnemonic, 

really. 


Where does the : ' word 

“mnemonic” come firm? . 

Dr Wordsmith writes:’ 
Blimey. Well, oddly enough, it 
comes from another ac ronym . 
It stands for MNEMONIC - 
My New Easy Method - of 
Nemorising Intricate Codes. 

“My” new easy method? Who 
does 'my" refer to? f 

Dr Wordsmith writes:' Well, 
presumably that refers to the 
inventor of the new j easy 
method. 

And who was he? 

Dr Wordsmith writes; I 
haven’t the faintest idea. But 
whoever he was, he could not . 
spell very well, considering 
thta he put an “n" on the front 
of “memorising”. 

In Australia, a ’“barbecue” is 
known as a "barbie ” Does this 
meandiat in Australia a Barbie 
Doll is a little man wearing a 
bloodstained apron holding a 
steak on a fork? 

Dr Wordsmith writes- T ook 
I see the pubs have? just 
opened and I’m dying .for a 
drink. Some ’ other time, 

perhaps? =■’; 

Wbndsmith wtibe back soon. 
Keep those queries roBihgm! 
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boS^rti?" 8 “ to ° bi B ^ its 
exclaimed. “Time m 
buiy Lhe cultural relics ” 

f«Sa?5SsS 

5 ™!L kpu ^ ms ’ suggesting tha 
er^S^ ere ^ - m its rel uctance to 
SlJT" 4 P. ur P°seful aes- 

tnetic of mode ™ saence. He had 

^I;?!K eT?Lly ’ UI ® ed 11,6 festival 
to quit whDe it was ahead. 

In the long history of media mis- 
representation this is of course an 
innocuous and trivial case, but it is 
worth mentioning that these were 
pot remotely the themes of Steiner’s 
long and interesting speech. They 
were merely a leasing (and, if any- 
thing, constructive) coda in a sus- 
tamed tribute to the excellence of 


a spoilsport could scorn cultural circuses 

Let’s count our ble ssings . Robert Winder celebrates summer arts festivals, near and far 


Edinburgh’s engagement with the 
cosmopolitan artistic life of Europe. 
One headline even audited the pro- 
fessor with saying that Edinburgh 
“has outlived its spirit, a fate and 
ideals*" — a notably unSteinerish 
diche that does doC as h happens, 
appear in the lecture at alL He did 
say that the vision of European fel- 
lowship (or “communion”) which 
inspired the festival in its early, 
post-war days “has not been reaj- 
ised";but this was a criticism of west- 
ern Europe's continuing love-affair 
with sectarian fending, hardly a 
comment on a Scottish arts carnival. 

In fact, it would be possible to 
have some sympathy even for the 
distorted version of Steiner's views. 
The Edinburgh festival sometimes 
seems too wacky by half. You can’t 
turn a corner near the Grass Mar- 
ket these days without bumping 
into someone dressed as a tomato, 
handing you a playbill for tonight's 
explosive salire-cum-farce. But even 


if the fringe has flopped down far 
over the eyes, only a spoilsport 
anildseriot^obj^itfocmJyftin, 
after all. Indeed, this exuberance is 
a big part of what makes any festi- 
val popular and successful: the cre- 
ation of ah exhilarating, creative, 
lots-going-on atmosphere in the city 
as a whole. . 

Still, the serious question dis- 
cussed in Steiner's lecture - “What 
are festivals for?” - is a good one. 
Certainly we are in the middle of a 
huge and sustained festival-boom. 
The British Council’s guide to arts 
festivals counts 71 events in the cal- 
endar yean eveiythjng from the size- 
abfe international gwfanp at Edin- 
burgh, Aldeburgh, Hay-on- Wyc and 
Cheltenham to the more modest 
get-togethers in Abergavenny, Rich- 
mond-upon-Thames and Bradenefl. 
Culture vultures with lime on their 
hands can gear up for Edinburgh by 
checking out the scene in Harrogate 
and King’s Lyxm, and then while away 


the rest of the summer going to read- 
ings, plays and write-ins at Rye, 
Dartihgton, Ilkley, Sheffield, Cleve- 
land, Wells, Lancaster, Guildford, 
Canter bury and 

And this is just in Britain; the rest 
of Europe is just as busy. You can jet 
off on lovely musical holidays in 

Festivals cannot be 
bourgeois museums. 
They must be places 
to experiment 

Bayreuth or Salzburg, with time to 
climb an Alp before the string quar- 
tets; or attend stirring operatic week- 
ends in Verona and heady jazz 
nights in Nice. One might have 
thought that the escalation of media 
consumption in recent decades - 


videos, satellite, cable and so on - 

would have turned us aH into stay- 
at-homes, diminishin g the appetite 
for a personal brush with the real 
thing. The opposite seems to be true. 
These days there are simply more 
coal-tails the public wishes to touch. 

It is hard to see a danger to civil- 
isation in any of this. For one thing, 
it goes back a long way: Aeschylus, 
Sophocles and Euripides were all 
products of the great drama com- 
petitions of ancient Greece. We 
modems no longer believe that art 
is competitive, though gold medals 
for art, architecture, music and 
literature were included in the 
Olympic Games until 1948. But the 
idea of culture as sport (rather than 
as education, or morality, or duty) 
is attractive. These things arc sup- 
posed to be enjoyable; they are 
above all social occasions. There is 
a touch of despotism about arts fes- 
tivals. Tyrants krve them - it shows 
how sensitive they are. But (here is 


also a genuine demotic impulse, 
the same urge that drives people on 
to streets in Rio de Janeiro or Not- 
ting Hill Gate. Edinburgh appears 
to many these two elements as well 
as anywhere - better by far than 
Salzburg, for instance, where only 
lottery winners can afford tickets, 
and bow ties seem to be compulsory 
even in the ice-cxcam kiosks. 

There is one risk, however, which 
Steiner forcefully underlined. Festi- 
vals cannot merely be bourgeois 
museums: they need to be forums 
for promoting new or difficult work, 
places to experiment - arts labora- 
tories. as it were. One of the biggest 
blights on English culture was the 
association forged by the Blooms- 
bury’ group between the high arts 
and country bouse living. The bale- 
ful idea that a taste for fine an Is 
pretty much the same as a taste for 
fine wine and elegant furniture (ic. 
a luxury) has cast a long shadow 
which continues to dim the view. If 


festival-mad Britain goes down this 
heritage- industry route, serving up 
inoffensive entertainments in the 
£ap between a cream tea and dinner 

in the Duke’s library .then it will not 

be a heartening trend. 

But this dues not seem to be hap- 
pening. Indeed, the touching aspect 
of most festivals is that they- began 
as private obsessions, and continue 
to feel driven by innocent enthusi- 
asm. A month ago, for instance, in 
Ban try, Co Cork, a new one was cre- 
ated. A dairy-farming music lover 
persuaded lhe Vanbrugh Quartet to 
perform in one of his cowsheds for 
a week. Seamus Heaney dropped in 
and rend some poems. The audience 
went away dazed and happv. Next 
year, whit knows, they may hate to 
use the hayloft as well, arid before 
we know it they will he performing 
in a muddy marquee out by the 
silage. It will be many years before 
the three tenors descend on Banirv 
and distinguished professors are 
mistakenly supposed to be shukmg 
their heads ami saying that it is not 
what it used to be. 
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The Devil still 
has the best tune 

These days we fear Old Nick more than God. That’s why 
demon Blair packs a punch, says Sara Maitland 


■t is a curious fact that 
when God had a stronger 
hold on public con- 
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jfl sdousness than He does 
-A. today, people were less 
inclined to be so worried about 
the Devil. The Bishop of 
Oxford says that the Conserv- 
ative Party’s poster campaign 
ft showing Tbny Blair with devil- 
ishly slit red eyes is dangerous. 
The bishop may only have 
meant to say that it was dan- 
gerous to democracy for the 
body politic to demonise the 
legitimate opposition; or to 
introduce that level of personal 
abuse into electioneering; but 
he went further it was danger- 
ous because it “draws on 
salanic imagery”. 

Satanic imagery is a bit more 
complicated, actually, than a 
pair of red eyes behind a mask 
Lbat might be the Lone 
Ranger’s, and which are drawn 
more from B-grade horror 
movies than any European 
Christian tradition. But u the 
Conservative publicity mac hin e 
is really trying to draw parallels 
between Blair and the original 
Devil, it should be careful 

By the end of the Middle 
V Ages, there were three things 
that everyone knew about the 
Devil (apart from the fact that 
he was Bad). The first, which is 
obviously implied in the advert, 
is that he was the consummate 
liar and deceiver. But the oth- 
ers were that the Devil was 
enormously powerful and enor- 
mously sexy. Blair certainly 
wants to be the former, and 
probably wants to be thought 
the latter it is surprising that 
the Huy party should so read- 
ily hand him such an accolade. 

If the image is going to 
demonise Mr Blair, it will work 


as much around our subliminal 
expectations of Satan as around 
anything specific about the 
Labour Party, old or new. We 
can learn about what these 
might be by looking at the his- 
tory of Christian iconography. 

Demonising the opposition 
has long been a part of the polit- 
ical job. Daring the Reforma- 
tion, pro- Catholic propaganda 
pictures of Lather frequently 
showed him either as the Devil 
or with the Devil sitting affec- 
tionately on his shoulder and 
whispering inspiration into his 
ear. The reformers responded 
with vicious caricatures of the 


lished his bond with witches by 
seducing them. The very word 
“glamour” derives from the 
spell that, under his auspices, 
witches performed: to “cast a 
glamour” was their crime. The 
word eventually extended to 
the alluring bat delusive beauty 
that the witches gained from 
their association with the Devil 
Because people knew all this 
about him. they were far less 
worried by evil than we seem to 
be. If you believed in Satan yon 
also believed in a God who had 
overcome Satan - and there 
were therefore, ample ways of 
dealing with him. Quite simply. 


We are obsessed by evil without any 
counterbalancing sense of good triumphing 


personified Papal Boil, who is 
shown in 16th-century prints sit- 
ting at a table with a revolting^' 
obese Pope; the Bull's horns 
and tail were far more explicitly 
demonic than the red eyes and 
sinister mask that the Tories 
have pained on Mr Blair. 

The Devil was strong and 
subtle. He started out as a 
mere snake but quickly took on 
afl the powers of the dragon, 
breathing fire and wreaking 
havoc. As well as having 
immense physical strength, be 
also apparently had great men- 
ial powers aswelL He could dis- 
pute with the greatest theolo- 
gian. He was the master of 
disguise - dressing up as some- 
one else being the very core of 
“tying”, and one of the reasons 
why cross-dressing was more or 
less proof of heresy, as Joan of 
Arc discovered. 

The Devfl was sexy: he estab- 


the Devil was terrified of Jesus, 
so you had only to name Christ 
or make the sign of the cross and 
lhe Devil would be forced to flee. 
(A good test, this. Make the sign 
of the cross when you next see 
Tony Blair on the TV and if he 
explodes in a puff of vile smoke 
you should vote liny next time. 
If he does not, you can safety fol- 
low your normal method of 
political discernment.) 

The important tiling in the 
Middle Ages was to keep the 
Devil in proportion. Hell was a 
real threat, and should not be 
ignored, but to let the Devil ter- 
rify you was equally reprehen- 
sible. In Christ there was noth- 
ing to fear -the Devi] could be 
laughed at. Teresa of Avila 
recalls that when her visions 
began, she consulted a confes- 
sor about how she would know 
whether they were from God or 
Satan. He instructed her to 


greet their onset with a lewd 
gesture. If they were divine, her 
humility (in not assuming the 
visions were sent by God) would 
be pleasing to the Lord, and if 
they were from the Devil be 
would flee because the Devfl, 
being unspeakably proud, can- 
not bear to be laughed at. 

In the light of the victory of 
Christ, the argument went, the 
Devil should k mocked. The tit- 
tle red devils with horns, goats’ 
feet and tails, familiar from 
mediaeval paintings, were a 
product of this attitude. When 
the Devfl appeared in art there 
was often an element of farce. 
In the Mary of Nimmegen mys- 
tery play, for example, Satan 
confesses that all the devils are 
slightly deformed: “It is not in 
our power, we devils from 
hefl/To incarnate ourselves... 
without some little defect here 
or thereJBe it in the head or the 
hands or the feeL” Look at 
Hieronymus Bosch images to 
see the devil portrayed in innu- 
merable playful forms. 

What is frightening now is 
that we seem obsessed by evfl 
without any counterbalancing 
sense of a triumph of good; or 
even any decent myth resources. 
We say we don’t believe in the 
Devfl, but popular culture is full 
of images that depend on his 
power, horror movies, invasive 
aliens, invisible diseases, ritual 
abuse, the overwhelming “evil” 
of a Hamil ton or a West -a devil 
loo powerful for us (o ward off 
with simple charms, too amor- 
phous for us to visualise, and too 
scary for us either to admit we 
are scared of or to laugh at 

What is worrying is that the 
creators of this new poster arc 
aware enough of these lurking 
fears to try to exploit them. It 



Hieronymus Bosch's hell: in the Mklcfle Ages it was far 
easier to mock the Devil Brirfgeman Art Ubiaty 


is precisely to the point that 
there should be no actual mea- 
surable or examinable message 
in these advertisements: they 
just say, “be frightened”. 

It must be quite hard for the 
other potiticaJ parties to respond 
to this particular campaign. 
Either to ignore it altogether, or 
to join in, carries very real risks. 


If Labour can leant anything 
from history, its best bet mould 
probably be to laugh at iL Might 
1 recommend a poster showing 
Blair as a rather cherubic angel 
with non-acrodynamkwinglets, 
still grinning sweetly, floating in 
the air with a slogan under his 
feet, “Labour rises above the 
slings and arrows of Tbiy abuse”. 
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the worn uienuiy 
song”, and tragedy has wen 
derived from animal sacrifice, 
funeral lament, hero cult, 
£Sor worship, initiation 
I rites, and fertility dances 

<• of Athenian fesh- 
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lhe supernatural, and bloodier 
than ns Greek precursors. It 
fundamentally influenced 
renaissance ’ * neoclassical 
tragedy, which emulated its 
five-act structure, figured 
rhetoric mid fascination, with 

revenge. 

Everyone’s popular con- 
ception of tragedy derives ulti- 
mately from Aristotle's fifties. 
Plato had banned tragedy 
from his ideal Republic on the 
ground that it encouraged 
transvestism and unmanly 
weeping; his pupil Aristotle 
responded by maintaining that 
it etidled the emotions of pity 
and fear in a constructive 
process involving catharsis. 

Tragedy is conventionally 
set indie past The Italians and 
French embraced myth, which 
Sartre called “serious theatre’s 
true battleground”. But Eng- 
lish tragedians always pre- 
ferred (allegedly ) authentic 
historical figures; BenJonson 


thp nght tnatine 
ment" ofhisSg'amtf enhanced 
its emotional impact Death b 
m traeedv: thus the 



Kali ... for Pirarous therein 
doth kill himselfe". 

Superior tragedies contem- 
plate the conflict between 
autonomous human action 
and forces beyond toman CMr 
troL whether conceived as the 
decrees of the Delphic : orade, 
or as Gloucester s famous 
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gods in King Lear, killing 
humans as wanton boys kill 
flies for their sport. George 
Steiner argued in The Deaih of 
Tragedy that the form is 
defunct precisely because the 
dominant thought systems of 
the 20th-century West, Marx- 
ism and Christianity, cannot 
accommodate the bid Hel- 
lenic notions of blind fate or 
unjust gods. 

Chaucer defined a tragedy 
as a story “of bym that stood 
in greet' prosperitee/And is 
yf alien out of heigh degree/ 
Into tnyserie, and endeth 
wretchedly": the heroes in 
tragedy, dasskaflv conceived, 
must \x of “hcigfi degree”. 

There was long a genre dis- 
tinction between “aristocratic" 
tragic heroes and comedy’s 
plebeian characters. Tragedy 
proper (bus ended with the 
ancien regime in 1789: the 
French revolutionary drama- 
tist Beaumarchais (who com- 
posed the libretto for Mozart’s 
Marriage of Figaro), wrote that 
tragedy must henceforward 
focus on people of “ordinary 
degree" rather than kings. 

Many subsequent serious 
dramas about “ordinary” peo- 
ple can arguably be called 
“tragedies” (Ibsen's Hedda 
G abler, Pinter’s The Caretaker, 
Synge’s Riders to the Sea). 
Arthur Miller thinks that true 
tragedy ties in the kinds of 
questions a writer asks rather 
than in a specific form, and has 


himself a claim to the title of 
“20th-centurv tragedian'. In 
his Death of a Salesman . the 
lowly Willy Loman. brought 
ineluctably into conflict with 
the expectations of a restric- 
tive society, approaches the 
heroic stature of the Sopho- 
clean Oedipus, 

Even Chaucer's view that 
the tragic hero is “yf alien” 
and “endeth wretchedly" is 
traceable to Aristotle: for him 
th e best t ragic plot featured a 
successful individual making a 
mistake ( hanurrtia , eg marry- 
ing your mother), leading to a 
reversal of fortune. This need 
lor a “wretched ending” 

explains why tragedy is dead in 
today’s cinemas, our equiva- 
lent of the Athenian theatre of 
Dionysus. 

Unhappy endings are 
uncommercial, as Robert Alt- 
man so aceitikalhr observed in 
his satire on the film industry. 
The Player. The fflm-wuhin- 
i he- film was to have ended 
with Julia Roberts executed in 
the gas chamber, but com- 
mercial pressures forced the 
substitution of her rescue by 
that unlikely deus ex machina, 
Bruce Willis. Perhaps our 
modem consciousness is so 
overwhelmed by the real 
human tragedies relayed by 
the media that it can no longer 
tolerate downbeat closure in 
its recreational fictions. 

Tbtoorraw, Comedy 
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Sir Anthony Parsons 


Antonov Parsons was one of the 
most invigorating characters in 
British public life. 

When I met him first, m the 
late 1950s, he was a junior at- 
tache in the British Embassy at 
Ankara, and I admired his fa- 
miliarity with the Turkish po- 
litical scene as much as I 
enjoyed his company and that 
of bis wife, Sheila. In subsequent 
years, when he was a rising 
diplomat, our paths crossed 
frequently in various Arab 
countries and I used to think 
that he would have been a 
great success in my own pro- 
fession of journalism. With his 
quick intelligence, his com- 
mand of Arabic, Tbrbisfa and 
Persian, and his individualistic 
approach to life, I thought him 
much more suitable material for 
a foreign correspondent than fbr 
a diplomat Indeed, I thought 
in those days that it was not so 
much a question of whether he 
would get to the lop in the For- 
eign Office as whether he would 
last the course at alL 

Not for lack of ability, you un- 
derstand. Soon after winning a 
Military Cross as an artillery of- 
ficer during the Second World 
War. he was given the opportu- 
nity to read Oriental Languages 
at Oxford as an apprenticeship 
to a career in the diplomatic ser- 
vice and emerged, from BallkjL, 
with First Class honours. But the 
question mark would have been 
over his wiDmgDess to stay in line 
when he found himself required 
to accept and to implement 
policies whose wisdom he 
doubted; and there were indeed 
to be occasions during his 40- 
odd years as a public servant 
when his loyalty was severely 
tested. The Suez crisis in 1956 
was one, and for Anthony Par- 
sons there was another near 
thing in 1967 when his masters 
in Whitehall dithered over the 
question of whether or not to 
abandon Britain's imperial role 
in the Persian Gulf. 

That he survived these and 
other moments of less acute ten- 
sion was due to a personality 
which combined a number of 
disparate, even contradictory, 
characteristics but which had at 
its core an unshakeable in- 
tegrity. He would have balked 
at that phrase, for of all things 
he hated any suggestion of 
pomposity, and the assurance 
with which he pursued his pub- 
lic career was tempered always 
with informality and a sense of 
humour which could make fon 
of his own necessary posturing, 
for instance as Britain's repre- 
sentative at the United Na- 
tions. And when he misjudged 
events, as he frankly admitted 
he had done in Iran during the 
months which led up to the 
overthrow of the Shah in 1979, 
he was the first to say so, omit- 
ting to mention that everyone 
else had made die same mistake 
- except, he would add with a 
smile, his wife. 

It was above all that sense of 



Parsons, centre, voting at the United Nations Security Council with Ms colleagues Olog Tryanovsky (Soviet Union, left) and Charles Uchenstein (United States), 1982 


humour, masking as it did as 
grasp of affairs which was very 
seldom at fault, which carried 
him to the top; that and an abil- 
ity to win the trust even of those 
Who disagreed with him. With 
Arabs, among whom he spent 
the greater part of his profes- 
sional life, this combination of 
frankness and an always immi- 
nent sense of humour {nought 
instant success. In Egypt, in Su- 
dan, in 'Bahrain and the small- 
er Gulf sheikhdoms, there were 
many occasions when angry di- 
atribes against the sins of British 
imperialism ended in gusts of 
laughter as each side acknowl- 
edged its own pretentions. 

Nor was it only Arabs whom 
Anthony Parsons was able to 
disarm in this way. His opposite 
number at the UN during the 
presidency of Ronald Reagan 
was Jeanne Kirkpatrick, an ide- 
ologue of the far right whose 
outlook could scarcely have 
been further removed from his 
own; but she was seduced (if 
such a word can be applied to 
so implacable an opponent) by 
the Parsons technique of forth- 
right but always genial argu- 
ment The way he tackled what 
looked at first tike an impossi- 
ble task in the early days of the 
crisis over Argentina’s inva- 
sion of the Falklands Islands 
drew from Kirkpatrick a reluc- 
tant tribute to the enduring skills 
of British diplomacy as demon- 


strated by Sir Anthony at this 
crowning moment of his career. 

It was indeed an outstanding 
success. In the face of hesitan- 
cy from the Americans and 
downright hostility from some 
of the other members of the Se- 
curity Council, Parsons man- 
aged to muster the 10 essential 
votes for a mandatory resolution 
condemning the Argentine ac- 
tion and so opening the way for 
Margaret Thatcher's govern- 
ment to embark on its ultimately 
successful counter-action. No 
doubt it was this, among other 
things, that persuaded Thatch- 
er, when Parsons retired from 
the Foreign Office not long af- 
terwards, to enlist him as her 
personal adviser on foreign af- 
fairs. He accepied the appoint- 
ment, after some hesitation and 
on a part-time baas, anxious not 
to find himself at odds with his 
diplomatic colleagues. All was 
well, and the other members of 
the Prime Minister's staff mar- 
relied at the way she accepted 
from Parsons interruption and 
even criticism which, coming 
from anyone else, would have 
been brusquely overruled. 

After that, at the age of 62 
and with time at last to indulge 
his fancies, his inclination 
leaned towards the academic 
life. He often said that given the 
choice he would have liked to 
read English Literature at uni- 
versity, and he would have made 


a stimulating tutor. As it was, he 
had acquired in the spare mo- 
ments of an active career a fa- 
miliarity with the works of 
everyone from Beowulf to P.G. 
Wodebouse, with Conrad as a 
particular and suggestire fcvour- 
ite. It was (or so I sensed) the 
romantic in him that embraced 
Conrad, as well as the convic- 
tion, grounded in experience, 
that success is there to be 
grasped but is only a hairV 
breadth away from failure; and 
that the right approach to life 
involves the readiness if neces- 
sary to acoept failure, but to use 
it as a milestone on the way to 
success. 

However, it was his back- 
ground in the language and cul- 
ture of the Arab world that 
claimed his attention when he 
was invited to become a Re- 
search Fellow and presently a 
Lecturer in the Centre for Arab 
Gulf Studies at Exeter Univer- 
sity, for which he was uniquely 
qualified both by experience and 
by academic knowledge. At the 
same time he found himself 
much in demand as a speaker 
at meetings of all kinds and as 
one who could explain dearly 
and with authority to radio and 
television audiences the ins and 
outs of successive foreign affairs 
craes. In this way he developed 
presently what was almost a sec- 
ond career - and it was char- 
acteristic that be was always as 


ready to address audiences in 
schools and the equivalent of 
the local mothers' union as to 
take part in seminars at St 
Antony’s in Oxford. 

Anthony Parsons would have 

described his life as a happy one 
and so it was; and yet fate struck 
him two fearful blows when first 
one and then the other of his two 
sons died without warning. 

These were wounds from which 
he new recovered, even though 
he had the solace of an excep- 
tionally happy marriage and 
two daughters with whom he 
enjoyed a very dose and 
affectionate relationship. 

Apart from this, if he had one 
enduring regret it was that as an 

Englishman and a diplomat 
with long experience in the 
field of international affairs, he 
had not been able to correct the 
injustices to which, in part 
through the mistakes of British 
governments, the Palestinian 
people had been subjected and 
are still being subjected today. . 
This was something he felt 
deeply and which was dose to 
his heart throughout his long ttt- 
volwment with the politics of 
the Middle East. 

Michael Adams 

When he was United Kingdom 
Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations between 
1979 and 1982, writes Him 
DalyeD, Anthony Parsons and 


his wife Sbeila opened their 
home and gave of their time to 
the regular rotating visiting 
group of Members of Parlia- 
ment who went annually to 
New York in the autumn. One 
felt, genuinely, that they wel- 
comed elected representatives, 

warts and aD, and did not regard 
us, as sometimes happens in the 
Foreign Office, as a nuisance 
and “visiting firemen”. 

Parsons adored argument 
and was engagingly open to 
opinions certainly other than his 
government’s, and, Ibdieve,his 
own. It was perhaps typical of 
him, that when in a round-table 
briefing I vehemently dissent- 
ed from Mrs Thatcher's anti- 
Russian, pro-Mujahedin line 
on Af g h anis tan, he replied in 
kind, and at the end of the meet- 
ing asked me to wait a moment 
“As you are seriously, interest- 
ed, I will arrange for you to go 
and see my Russian colleague, 
Oleg Ttyanovsfcy, whcfwfll grtfd _i 
you comfort foryouf view.” .. 

As good as his word he 
arranged that the following day 
I should turn up at the fortress 
in New York which was the 
headquarters of the Russian del- 
egation in New York. Con- 
ducted to Mr Tryanovsky’s 
study, I opened with the remark 
that it was kind of him to give 
me time. The veteran Russian 
diplomat, accompanied by 
Anataly Dobrynin, the long- 


ending up when he left Tehran 
towards the end of January 1979, 

a few days after the Shah and 

hie family had fled into este- 
“Could V he would ask, “as 
British ambassador have been 

niareperceptitem the yeais im- 
mediately before the revolution 

broke out? . . . 

“Should X have antiapatea 
that the forces of opposition to 
the Shah - the religious class- ■ 
es, foe bazaar, the students - 
would combine to destroy him, 
although each of these groups 
was hostile to the regime for a 
different reason? Could 11 Par- ^ 
sons would ask his fnends, 

“have known in advance that the 
combination of these civilian, 

unarmed, elements would 
prove too strong for a regime 
whose power was based on 
uni ted, well-armed, well- 
equipped and loyal armed 

. * ‘t. j J 
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standing Soviet ambassador to 
Washington, said, *^We wouldn't 
have seen you normally. But 
since Anthony Parsons sug- 
gested that we should and we 
have such a high regard for 
Anthony Parsons, we decided 
that we would.” lb impress 
Tiyanovksy, Dobtynin and m the 
same year Margaret Thatcher 
was quite some achievement for 
a diplomat 

It was not only the Russians 
who were impressed, so were 
most of his UN colleagues; and 
those who heard his frequent 
contributions in the last 15 
years to the BBC radio pro- 
gramme The World Ibnight will 
have no difficulty in under- 
standing why. Parsons was ex- 
tremely eloquent and always 
had something worth saying. 
Even those of us who were ap- 
palled by Mrs Thatcher's atti- 
tude to the 19S2 Falldands crisis 
recognise that it was Parsons 
arid Sir Nicholas Henderson in 
Washington, who played a cru- 
cial role in rallying Americans 
to the British cause and neu- 
tralising many potentially hos- 
tile members of the UN. 
Parsons was a tremendously 
energetic operator. 

In later years, a possible mea 
culpa had a pre-eminent place 
in his mind. It concerned what 
he called without doubt the most 
compelling and absorbing expe- 
rience of his diplomatic life. 


to be a formidable security 
apparatus - the dreaded Savak? 

“Had I been able to see so 
deep into the heart of Iranian 
society," he would sigh, “would 
I have advised my government, 

as well as the British private and 

public sectors to adopt differ- 
ent policies — different in all 
fields including our political 
awH strategic relationship with 
' the Shah, our commercial and 
financial links with Iran oil the 

sale of military equipment and « 

much else? * 

“If we had adopted different 
policies across the broad spec- 
trum of our dealings with Iran, 
would this,” he murmured, 
“have lessened the damage to 
British interests when the 
collapse finally came?" 

Historians in the 21st centu- 
ry and later, when they come to 
study our century, ana its most 
momentous events, cannot pos- 
sibly ignore the book The Pride 
and, the FaE in which Parsons ad- 
dresses so perceptively these 
questions. 

He was a man of enormous 
insight, a most impressive 
itative of the Foreign 


Anthony Derrick Parsons, diplo- 
mat bam 9 September 1922; MC 
1945; staff, HM Embassies, 
Ankara 1955-59, Amman 1959- &- 
60, Cairo 1960-61, Khartoum 

1964- 65; Political Agent, Bahrain 

1965- 69; LVD 1965; CMG 1969, 
KCMG 1975, GCMG 1982; 
Counsellor; -UK Mission to UN 
1969-71; Undersecretary, FCO 
2972x74; Ambassador to Iran 
297499; UK Permanent Repre- 
sentative to UN 1979-82 ; Special 
Adviser to the Prime Minister on 
fomgp affairs 1982-83; Research 
Fellow, Exeter University 1984-96, 
Learner 1984S7; author of The 
Pride and the Frill 1984, They 
Say the lion 1986, From Col d 
Wax to Hot Peace: UN inter- 
ventions 1947-1994 1995; mar- 
ried 1948 Sheila Baird' (two 
daughters, and two sons de- 
ceased); died Ashburton, Devon 
12 August 1996. 


Imam Muhammad al-Badr 


M uhammad al-Badr bin Ahmad 
Hamid al-Din was the last imam 
and king of the Mutawakkilite 
Kingdom of Yemen. 

A sayyid and thus a direct de- 
scendant of the Prophet Mu- 
hammad through his daughter 
Fatima, al-Badr was also a scion 
oflmam al-Hadi Yahya bin ai- 
Husayn, who established a 
Zaydi Shia state in Sadah in 
northern Yemen in the last 
decade of the ninth century. He 
was thus toe last of a succession 
of more than 70 imams who 
ruled in toe Yemen until 1962. 
His great-grandfather al-Mansur 
Muhammad was Imam and his 
grandfather was al-Mutawaklril 
Yahya, who became Imam in 
1904. Yahya and then his son 
Imam Ahmad (al-Badr’s fa- 
ther) succeeded in maintaining 
the independence of the Yemen 
despite the British occupation 
of Aden and the whole ot, what 
was then. South Yemen. 

Muhammad al-Badr was 
bom in 1929 in toe town of Haj- 
jah in north-west Yemen, where 
his father Sayf a) -Islam Ahmad 
was governor on behalf of Im- 
am Yahya. His mother was 
Sharife Safiyya bint Muhammad 
from the sayyid family of al-Issi 
of Shahara. In Hajjah he re- 
ceived a traditional Yemeni ed- 
ucation in the Koran, Islamic 
religion, Arabic grammar and 
syntax. 

In 1944 he moved (o Taizz in 
the south of the country, where 
his father had already been the 

Imam’s deputy for several years, 
to continue his education^ Soon 
after the cruel assassination of 
Imam Yahya in February 1948 
plotted by Sayyid Abdullah al- 


Wazir. al-Badr arrived in Sanaa, 
toe capital but apparently only 
gave tacit support to the new 1 
regime. Meanwhile Sayf al- 
Islam Ahmad had managed to 
get away from Taizz and made 
for Hauah, where be gathered 
the tribes around him. pro- 
claimed himself Imam with the 
title of al-Nasir and within a 
month of the assassination bad 
easily regained control of Sanaa 
and executed the principal 
perpetrators of the rebellion. 

Sayf al-lslam al-Badr (as 
Muhammad now became), not 
yet 20, was clearly able to patch 
up speedily any misunder- 
standings with his father, for in 
late 1949 he was appointed bis 
deputy over Hodcida, toe im- 


portant port on toe Red Sea. He 
was also made Minister of the 
Interior. 

Al-Badr played a prominent 
role in quelling the revolt 
against iniam Ahmad in 1955 
led by Ahmad’s brother Sayf al- 
lslam Abdullah and afterwards 
was declared Crown Prince. 
During the remaining period of 
Imam Ahmad’s rule he held the 
post of Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs and from 1958 was also toe 
Imam’s depute over Sanaa. In 
1959 he was put in complete 
charge of toe Yemen for a few 
months during Imam Ahmad's 
absence in Italy for medical 
treatment. .An assassination at- 
tempt on toe life of Imam Ah- 
mad in March 1961 left toe 


latter gravely crippled and in 
October Sayf al-lslam al-Badr 
look over effective control fo 
the government. 

On 19 September 1962 Ah- 
mad died in his sleep, al-Badr 
was proclaimed Imam and King 
and took toe title of al-Mansur, 
but a week later rebels shelled 
his residence, Daral Bashair, in 
toe Bir al-Azab district of Sanaa 
and set up a republic. 

Al-Badr had, when Crown 
Prince, like most young Arab 
leaders of his generation, been 
a great admirer of the Egyptian 
President Jamal Abd al-Nasir 
and had even arranged during 
bis father’s absence in Italy for 
Egyptian experts to come and 
help modernise the Yemen in aD 
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fields, including the mflifcny. His 
father moreover had incorpo- 
rated Yemen into toe United 
Arab Republic of Egypt and 
Syria, which then became the 
United Arab States. It is thus 
ironic that toe Yemen revolu- 
tion of 26 September 1962 was 
largely instigated and planned 
by Egyptians and that without 
a massive Egyptian presence in 
toe Yemen for five years after- 
wards the Yemen Arab Repub- 
lic could never hove survived. 

Although the revolution had 
announced to the world that al- 
Badr had died beneath the rub- 
ble of his palace he had in feet 
managed to escape unhurt and 
had set out to the north. As he 
proceeded on his journey the 
tribes rallied round him pledg- 
ing him their unconditional al- 
legiance as Amir al-Mumineen 
(“Prince of the Faithful"). 
These tribes were zealous 
Zaydi Shia for whom unstinted 
loyalty to an imam from the Ahl 
aJ-Bayt (the descendants of the 
Prophet) was a fundamental 
obligation of their religion. A 
few days later he held a press 
conference over the border in 
south-west Saudi Arabia. His 
unde Sayf al-lslam al-Hasan, 
who had been abroad and had 
been proclaimed Imam at the 
news of al-Badr's alleged 
demise, immediately gave alle- 
giance to him together with 
all the princes of the Hamid al- 
Din family. Soon the entire 
tribal confederation of Bakil 
along with most of Hashid 
who occupied the central and 
northern highlands of (he 
Yemen and who had been 
Zaydis for centuries joined 


enthusiastically the cause of 
the Imam and' the princes to 
fight the revolutionary regime. 

During the bloody civil war 
which continued for eight years 
al-Badr, like his cousins, played 
a vital role. He lived alongside 
his men the life of a warrior, 
sharing with them every depri- 
vation and hardship. He set op 
his headquarters in various 
places in the scenically spec- 
tacular mountainous north-west 
Yemen, on Jebai Qara, for in- 
stance, in the region of Hajur 
al-Sham and at aJ-Muhabisha 
high up above the Tihama plain. 
These HQs situated in caves fit- 
ted out with every basic facili- 
ty deep in the mountainside 
were nevertheless constantly 
under the threat of Egyptian 
bombardment from the air. In 
1967 al-Badr left his HQ at 
Mabyan near Hajjah forTaif in 
Saudi Arabia, where he stayed 
until the end of the war. 

In 1970, despite the feet that 
territorially, most of the Yemen 
remained under the control of 
al-Badr and the Hamid al-Din 
family, Saudi Arabia, which 
bad been the principal oppo- 
nent of the Sanaa regime, 
recognised the Yemen Arab 
Republic and other nations like 
the United Kingdom swiftly 
followed suiL 

Stunned by Saadi Arabia’s 
recognition of the republican 
regime which had been negoti- 
ated without any consultation 
with him whatsoever, al-Badr 
refused to stay any longer in 
Saudi Arabia and demanded 
that he be permitted to leave the 
kingdom immediately. He went 
to England, where he lived qui- 



etly in a modest house in Kent, 
only going abroad to visit the 
holy cities of Mecca and Med- 
ina and to call on relatives and 
friends in foal part of the world. 
He died last week in London. 

Al-Badr was a man of great 
courtesy, kindness and person- 
al charm. He loved dearly the 
Yemeni people and was essen- 
tially a man of peace. When I 
asked him a few years after he 
arrived in Britain whether he 
had plans to return to the 
Yemen as Imam he replied 
without hesitation that he 
would do so only at the invita- 


tion of the whole Yemeni 
nation. He said he would nev- ■ 
er allow a terrible civil war to 
rage once again in his beloved 
country. 

A. B. D. K. Eagle 

Muhammad al-Badr bin Ah- 
mad Hamid al-dm: bom Hajjah 
Yemen 25 February 1929; suc- 
1 962 as imam al-Mansur 
Muhammad al-Badr, King iff 
theMutawakkBte Kingdom iff the . 
tvmen, deposed 196Z three times 
married (two sons, two dmtgft- 
London 6 August 
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BIRTHS 

COLLOfirc On 9 August 19%. to 
Main (n£e Debottt) and Martin, a 
son, Naiban John. 

DEATHS 

RANDALL The Rev David William, 
aged 49 yean. Peacefully in the pres- 
ence of his partner, msan. at the 
London Lighthouse, on Tuesday 13 
Augusi I99tw Funeral service. Holy In- 
nocent! Church. Faddenswick Road, 
Hammersmith, London W12. on Fri- 
da; 23 August at 130pm. Followed 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

« 

by private cremation. No flowers bv 
request, 

Fur Cantu BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS, plrne telephone tl71-2D28U- 
thorps are I&50 a tine (VAT extra). 


Marriages 

Mr M. Cl Gibson 
and Miss L Kenrick 
The marriage took place on Friday 
9 August, at Tobermory, Mull, be- 
tween Mathew Gibson and Iona 
Ken rick, both of Camberwell. 
London. 

Birthdays 

Miss Sarah Brighnius, soprano. 2$; 
Mr Ronald Campbell MP, 53: Mr 


David Crosby, singer, 55; Mrs Jen- 
nifer d’Abo. chairman, Mayses 
Stevens Investments, 51; Mr Fred 
Davis, snooker player, 83; Vice- 
Admiral John Dunt, Chief of De- 
fence Staff (Systems), 52; Mr Bud- 
dy Greco, jazz pianist and singer, 70: 
Dr Keith Kampsoc MP, 53; Mr 
David Hopkinson, former chairman, 
Harrisons and Crossfield, 70; The 
Rev Dom Anthony Philip Jebb, far- 
mer Head Master, Downside School, 
64; Professor Sir Andrew Kay, sur- 
geon. 80; Sir Stuart McKinnon. High 


Caun judge, 58; Sir Robin McLaren, 
farmer ambassador in China, 62; Mi 
Steve Martin, actor and comedian, 
51; Lord Mtshcon, solicitor, 81; Dr 
Oliver Neville, consultant to the 
Royol Academy of Dramatic Art, 67; 

Mr Frederic Raphael, novelist, 65; Mr 
Tbny ScanneU, actor. 5t Sir Ronald 
Stewart, fanner chairman, London 
Brick Ca 93; The Right Rev Hewten 
Thompson. Bishop of Exeter, 67; 
Lord Whaddon, former MP, chair- 
man. Cambridge Chemical Co, 69; 
Mr Sydney Wooderson, athlete, £L 


Anniversaries 

Births: Dr Florence Estienne Mdric 
Casaubon, classical scholar, 1599; 
Samuel Sebastian Wesley, compos- 
er, 1510; Sir Walter Besom, novelist 
and philanthropist, 1836; John 
Galsworthy. nove-Sst and playw right 
1867. Deaths: Augustus Montague 
Top lady, hymn-writer and author of 
"Rock of Ages”, 1778; Admiral 
David (James) Glasgow fimagnt, 
navel officer. 1370; Alfred Charles 
William Harmswonh, 5m Viscount 


Northdtffe, newspaper proprietor. 
3922; William Randolph Hearet, 
newspaper proprietor, 1951; Benoit 
BredU, writer, 1956; Leonard Sidney 
Wootf; pnb&her, 1969; Jules Re- 
mains (Louis Farigoule), novelist, 
playwright and poet, 1972; John 
Boynton Priestley, novelist and pW 
Wright, 1984. On tUs day: the ftench 
repulsed Wiffiam of Orange at the 

Battle of Moos, 1678; Japan surren- 
dered to the AlGes unconditionally, 
1945; fbQanmg rioting, British troops 
were moved toNonhcm Ireland to 


reaore order, 1969; after peace talks ■ 
re Cyprus broke tbiwn, Tlirkish troops 
tetmehed an attack on Nicosia. 1974. 

is the Ffeast Day of St Athaoa- 
aa of Angina, St Eusebius of Rome, 
ht Hichams, St Marcellos of 
and St Maximilian Knlhe. 


Changing of the Guard 
tje famuU CM*r Mourn* Raj**, 

j*, 01 * 1 " ■»«>£*■ iafc la 
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Government reveals £ 165m Energy stake unsold 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Tbe final chapter in the ill-fated 
flotation of the nuclear power 
generator British Energy dosed 
yesterday when the Govern- 
ment disclosed that it has been 
left sitting on an unsold 123 per 
cent slake worth £165 m. 

The stake represents 81m of 
the 90m shares held back to 
allow- its financial advisers BZW 
to stabilise the price of British 
Energy shares in the first month 
after the sell-off. 

Because of its failure to find 


buyers for the shares, the flota- 
tion has only raised £l-24bn for 
the Government compared with 
an initial estimate of up to 
£1.97bn. Together with debt in- 
jected into the company, the pro- 
ceeds are less than £2bn and 
some £800tn short of the best es- 
timates given by BZW when it 
was preparing the flotation. 

The Treasury has been forced 
to bold on to residual stakes in 
past privatisations but the size of 
the British Energy rump left in 
the hands of the taxpayer is un- 
precedented. 


The Treasury will now hare to 
retain the shareholding until 
market conditions improve or 
sentiment turns sharply in favour 
of British Energy, which owns 
and operates the country's eight 
most modem nuclear reactors. 
But this could take years. 

In the case of the British Pe- 
troleum sell-off in 1987 which be- 
came a casually of the world 

stock market crash, the Gov- 
ernment was left with a holding 
of 100 million shares which was 
finally sold only this year, raising 

£? 00 m- 


Tbe Government has used 
over-allotment of shares - oth- 
erwise known as a “greenstone" 
-to beta its banking advisers sta- 
bilise the price in the aftermar- 
ket on five previous occasions. 
These were the seoond and third 
offerings of BT shares, the sale 
of its remaining states in the two 
electricity generators National 
Power and Power Gen, and 
Rail track. 

But in each case, it was left 
with only a very small rump of 
shares to be fed subsequently 
into the market 


The marketing of British 
Energy was dogged through- 
out, culminating in the closure 
of two of its eight reactors to 
check cracks in pipe welds just 
as subscriptions for the public 
offer closed. 

Although private investors 
susbscribea for three times the 
shares On offer, institutional in- 
vestors went cold on the issue 
and the fully-paid shares were 
priced at 203p - towards the bot- 
tom end of the I80p-280p range 
indicated by the Government 
and its advisers. The partly paid 


shares were priced at 105p but 
plunged to a discount of more 
than 10 per cent on the first day 
of dealing last month. 

The shares have staged a 
modest recovery since but they 
still dosed 3.25p below their of- 
fer price last night at 101.75p. A 
spokesman for the Government 
sai± “The fact that the green- 

shoe was never used has not 

come as a surprise to anyone be- 
cause of the trading perfor- 
mance of the shares.” 

The one consolation for tax- 
payers is that they will be eligi- 


ble for dividend payments cm the 

unsold shares. 

With two dividend payments 
due before the second msaimem 
falls due, the yield on the part- 
ly paid shares is over 20 per cent 

The spokesman also main- 
tained that it was quite usual on 
the Continent for a proportion 
of shares in newly privatised 
to be left in state 


comi 


hands as a result otsiamusauuu 

procedures. This happened with 

the flotation of Renault and 
Usmor-Sarilor in France and 
Spain’s Telefonica. 


Littlechild 
slashes £lbn 
from Grid 
revenues 


CHRIS GODSMARK 

Business Correspondent 

The electricity watchdog. Offer, 
yesterday unveiled a tough new 
price regime for the National 
Grid which would slash £lba off 
revenues. 

The news provoked a furious 
response from the company, but 
received a warm welcome from 
consumers' groups. 

The four year price controls 
which start from next April 
would reduce the Grid’s revenues 
by between 20 and 26 per cent 
in the first year and limit in- 
-'creases in the following three 
years to 4 per cent below the rate 
of inflation. The current price for- 
mula caps increases at infla tion 
minus 3 per cent 

It would reduce the company’s 
revenues by around £300m a 
year, equivalent to customer 
savings of £4 to £5 off an aver- 
age annual electricity bill of 
£300. Grid charges account for 
about 7 percent of domestic bills 
Bsier Vfeston, from the electridJy 
consumers' committees was de- 
lighted. “It’s a good cfay for the 
consumer," he said, “It’s proof 
that the balance of benefit is 
swinging back to customers and 
away from shareholders.” 

Comparing the proposals with 
the controversial price formula 
devised by the gas regulator for 


TransCo, the British Gas pipeline 
business, the Grid's chief exec- 
utive, David Jones, said he was 
“extraordinarily angry at the un- 
precedented severity and ffiogj- 
cality” of the proposals. But Be 
stopped short of suggesting the 
dispute would end with a refer- 
ence to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. He con- 
tinued: “I would hope our case 
is so strong that common sense 
will prevail. It's just loo early to 
say speculate about the MMC" 

The announcement took its 
toll on the Grid's share price, 
which dumped 10.5p to end the 
day at 165p, knocking £200m off 
its stock market value. Grid 
shares have fallen by more than 
20 per cent since the flotation in 
December. 

Backed up by a mass of con- 
sultants’ reports, the head of 
Offer, Professor Stephen Little- 
child, was confident the targets 
were manageable. He said: 
“What I am proposing is in line 
with what good management 
can achieve." One analyst said: 
“littlechild was a changed man 
today. He was very relaxed and 
extremely sure of himself." The 
Grid has until 10 September to 
respond, with the final formula 
due later in the month. 

The price regime would cut 
National Grid's operating costs 
by between 4 per cent and 6 per 



Changed man: A relaxed Stephen Littlechild, head of Offer, sad yesterday he was confident Grid targets would be manageable Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


cent a year, against the compa- 
ny's projection that cuts of 15 per 
cent were achievable. Offer 
argued there was further scope 
for savings, given that the Grid 
had managed to cui costs by 30 
per cent over the past three years, 
a much faster rate than it had 
forecast. 

But Mr Jones disagreed. “1 just 
don’t know where these reduc- 
tions are going to come bom,” 
he said. The Grid has reduced ik 
workforce from 5,900 to 3,500 


since 1990 and plans to cui a fur- 
ther 500 to 600 jobs in the next 
price control period. 

Offer also suggested the Grid 
could operate with new invest- 
ment of £715m over the nest four 
years, compared with the com- 
pany’s estimaie of £1.15bn. Pro- 
fessor littlechild pointed out 
that projected capital spending 
over the past four years, at 
£862m, was almost half as much 
as the Grid’s original forecast. 

But the argument last night 


centred on Professor LittlednJd’s 
£4bn valuation of the Grid's as- 
sets, on which the company will 
be allowed to earn a rate of re- 
turn of between 63 per cent and 
7-5 per cent Mr Jones daimed 
the true regulatory value should 
have been at least £4.6bn, and 
suggested the Grid price review 
was “another TransCo". But he 
admitted £200m of this related 
to the value of the interconnec- 
tor business, the transmisaon 
links wife Scotland and France, 
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Market report: Dairy shares pro fiFftggjHggL 

Investment: GA set to weathers torrnytifrieg 

Unit trusts « 

BBC in 

BSkyB 
pay-TV 
talks 

MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

The BBC is in negotiations 
with BSkyB, Rupert Murdoch s 
satellite broadcaster, aimed aU 
creating several new television 
channels to be available on a 
subscription basis only. 

The talks are in parallel to 
gotiations between the BBC 
and US*xwttnoIfcd Flexicch, tiie 
second force in the £lbn pay-T^z 
market, which the two parties 
yesterday publicly confirmed 
were under way. . 

The parallel approach is 
aimed at ensuring the BBC 
gets the best deal possible for 
the development of new chan- 
nels based on its extensive li- 
brary and programme-making 
capacities. It intends to launch 
the services in time for the in- 
troduction of digital television, 
probably by the end of 1997. 
Sources close to the negotia- 
tions said a deal of some sort 
was likely within a month. 

The BBC has promised 
make its digital programming 
available on all platforms - 
satellite, cable or terrestrial — as 
part of its preparations for the 
digital age. However, a deal with 
BSkyB, which dominates the 
pay-TV sector, could be politi- 
cally sensitive, and insiders 
were hinting last night that 
FI extech, controlled by John 
Malone’s cable giant TCI. could 
be the preferred partner. 

News of Flextech’s potential 
involvement sent its shares 27p 
higher to 501p. and prompted 
m«di a analysis to predict addi- 
tional commercial revenues for 
the BBC, which has been seek- 
ing private sector partners fol- 
lowing the announcement this 
summer of a big restructuring, 
aimed at preparing the corpo- 
ration for digital television: . 

The talks were launched 
the wake of Flextech's efforts*! 
take full control of two joint ven- 
ture channels - UK Gold and 
UKLwing-which it shares with 
the BBC, Cox Communica- 
tions of Atlanta and Pearson. 

According to sources dose to 
the sales tails. Pearson could fake 
up to 15 per cent of FlexieCh’s 
shares in exchange for its 15 per 
cent stake in UK -Gold and ‘UK 
living. The negotiations are still 
underway, however, with Pear- 
son holding out for an agreement 
that FI extech would take a min- 
imum amount of Pearson’s 
television production output. 


a price tag which the Grid had 
agreed with Offer. 

The remaining £400m gap be- 
tween the two sides was ac- 
counted for by the valuation the 
regulatorpfaced on Energis, the 
Grid’s telecommunications busi- 
ness which runs phone lines 
over power cables. Energis has 
lost £125m over the past two 
years. The company argued the 
asset base excluded Energis, be- 
cause no value was put on the 
business at the Grid’s flotation. 


Analysis were divided over the 
Energis valuation, though they 
were also unimpressed by the 
Grid's argument. 

The value of the chairman 
David Jefferies' 378,000 shares 
fell hy £40,000 yegerday, while the 
paper value cif his share options 
dropped by £48,000. Professor 
Linfedrikl sakHusoonailtants had 
found Grid pay was on the whole 
higher than the pay of the rest of 
the electricity sector. 

Comment, page 17 


Facia’s receivers join 
in classic car chase 


NIGEL COPE 
and PAUL FARRELLY 

Receivers to Facia, the col- 
lapsed retail empire assembled 
by Stephen Hinchliffc, are 
trying to trace 100 company cars 
tKat were listed among the 
company's assets before pay- 
ments can be made to creditors. 

The fist includes several 
“classic" cars that may previ- 
ously have formed part of Mr 
Hinchliffe's own 70-strong col- 
lection of 1950s Fcrraris, Aston 
Martins and Rolls-Royces. Mr 
Hinchliffe’s Jade Mercedes, 
which features the number 
plate SHI. is among the assets 
being sought, as are two cars 
once used by the former chief 
operating officer Gary O'Brien. 
They are a lop- of- the- range 
Mercedes with the number 
plate Ml GOB and a Vantage 
Vilantc Aston Marlin with the 
number pfate Wl. 

KPMG, Facia’s receivers, is 

struggling to identify the loca- 
tion of the cars as well as which 
company they belong to. Their 
task is being complicated by the 
company's practice of transfer- 
ring cars from Mr Hinchliffe’s 
private companies to Facia and 


sometimes back again. The car 
chase has proved so complex 
that KPMG has hired Charter- 
field. a specialist collection 
agent, to find them. 

Tony Thompson, the receiv- 
er, said the motive of this asset 
shuffling was unclear but said 
it was not unusual in private b 
controlled companies. 

The details of the missing car 
fleet emerged at a subdued 
creditor's meeting in London 
yesterday called by KPMG. 

At the meeting, which was at- 
tended by around 30 creditors. 
KPMG said Fjaa’s total debts 
to unsecured creditors could be 
as high as £70m. The figure has 
been increased by a claim for 
£30m filed on Tuesday by Sears, 
the high street retailer, relating 
to shoe shops the company sold 
to Facia. But as Scars retains ti- 
tle to some of Rida's assets, such 
as shop slock, the final figure is 
likely to be far lower. 

Facta's secured creditors, 
induding United Mizrahi Bank 
which was owed £7.7m and 
Bank of Scotland which was 
owed £4S0,0QO, have been 
repaid. 

Unsecured creditors could 
receive as little as a penny in the 


pound. Mr Thompson said he 
expected the surplus left after 
payments to secured creditors 
would be between £700,000 
and £5.6m. Facia and the oth- 
er subsidiaries in receivership 
arc expected to be placed in 
liquidation in mid-September. 

Neither Mr Hinchliffe nor his 
former finance director, Chris 
Harrison, was present at the 
meeting. Mr Hrochliffe is un- 
derstood to be in the US cm busi- 
ness, while Mr Harrison was smd 
to be in Scotland. Neither pro- 
vided statutory sworn statements 
for the seven Facia firms in re- 
ceivership in time for the meet- 
ing, though by law they were due 
within 21 days of Ihe'coUapse. 

However, late on Monday 
afternoon Mr Harrison did fax 
an unsworn statement on 
Salisbury^, the hjggage chain, to 
accountants Gram Thornton 
which partner Maurice Withall 
said did not tally with his esti- 
mates so far. 

Mr Harrison did not de- 
clare £7.7m owed to United 
Mizrahi Bank, nor £9. 7m owed 
to Facia Footwear, the former 
Sears shoe shops under sepa- 
rate administration by Price 
Waterhouse. 


Man United director transfers to Leeds: 


PATRICK TOOHER 

The football transfer merry-go- 
round took a new turn yester- 
day when Robin Launders 
resigned as finance director of 
Manchester United to join 
arch-rival Leeds as chief exec- 
utive for an undisclosed sum. 

The si g nin g is a coup for the 
Yorkshire club, which was 
recently bought far£16_5m by the 
quoted media group Caspian, and 
comes days after Manchester 
United sold its unsettled winger 
Lee Sharpe to Leeds for £4.5m. 


James Henderson, a spokes- 
man for Caspian, said: “This is 
exceptionally good news for 
Leeds and a real coup because 
Mr Launders is widely regarded 
as the man who turned around 
Manchester United's financial 
performance. 

“He was the driving force 
behind Manchester United be- 
ing floated five or six years ago 
and since then the company's 
share value has rocketed from 
approximately £S0m to £300m." 

Mr Launders helped trans- 
form Manchester United from 


an underperforming, family- 
run business into one of the 
most profitable brand names in 
the country. Last year, the Old 
Trafford dub made a whopping 
£20m on sales of £60.6m - 
four times the amount Leeds 
turned over. 

The bulk of revenues came 
from off-the-field activities such 
as marketing and merchandis- 
ing chat capitalised on United's 
unique franchise. 

AJ] manner of goods were 
branded, including own-label 
French wine, shampoo and a 


Manchester United Gameboy 
launched by Nintendo. 

Mr Launders, who will also 
become a main board director 
of Caspian, said he was looking 
forward to the “wider scope" and 
“new challenges" offered by the 
chief executive's role at Leeds. 

“Leeds have done very weD, 
invested in players and are a dub 
with great prospects. But there 
is stili a lot to do and in my water 
I know I can do something." 

Mr Launders played an active 
role in recent negotiations over 
screening rights for Premier 


League football, which sateUUfcf 
broadcaster BSkyB retained In 
a five-year deal worth a record 
£6 70m. He is also known to be 
an enthusiastic advocate of pay- 
per-view television, which could 
net top Premier League clubs 
£2L5bn a year. 

Leeds pipped United to the 
League title in the 1991/92 
season, but finished 13th in 
the Premier League last season. 
Manchester United, by con- 
trast. clinched the League and 
FA Cup “double" in May for an 
unprecedented second time. 


Customers back mutual status 


Building society customers 
would rather have better inter- 
est rates than cash or share 
windfalls, according to a survey 
commissioned by Bradford & 
Bin gley, one of the most oat- 
spoken opponents of the recent 
rash of demutualisations among 
societies, writes Steve Lodge. 

Only one in five people is in 
favour of building societies con- 
verting into banks, falling to one 
in 10 if there was no windfall on 
offer, according to the survey. 
B&B found customers would 
want more than £3,000 each to 
sell out in a hostile takeover. 


As well as believing societies 
offer better rates than banks, 
those surveyed said societies 
gave customers better service 
and Britain would be worse off 
if there were only banks. 

The findings contrast sharply 
with the proven willingness of so- 
ciety customers to vote in favour 
of selling out to receive £500-plus 
windfalls, most recently in the 
case of National & Provincial 
building society, taken over by 
Abbey National. All the large 
windfall proposals announced so 
far have been recommended by 
the boards of societies. 


John Wdglesworth, Bradford 
& Bingley’s director of strategy 
& communications, said the 
survey results probably did 
overestimate how much cus- 
tomers really valued societies. 
“There is a guilt thing about ad- 
mitting you’re greedy," he said. 

But he added the results 
showed a strong level of cus- 
tomer support for the boards of 
societies determined to resist 
takeovers, which include B&B. 

Hostile takeovers are seen as 
a distinct possibility, with Pru- 
dential, the insurer, talked of as 
a likely predator of Woolwich. 
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Dixons defends 



NIGEL COPE 

Dixons’ chairman Sir Stanley 
Kalins received a 29 per cent 
pay rise last year, talcing his to- 
tal remuneration to £365,000. 
The package included a basic 

salary of £608,000 boosted by a 

£236,000 performance bonus 
and other taxable benefits of 
GL00Q. Last year Sir Stanley re- 
ceived total pay of £669,000 in- 
cluding £590,000 basic salary, 
and a £171.000 bonus. 

The pay rise caps a good year 
for Sir Stanley. He was knight- 
ed in the New Years Honours 
list, then last month Dixons re- 
ported a 35 per cent rise in pre- 
tax profits to £13Sm. Dixons’ 
shares have risen strongly on 
the back of strong sales and the 
nascent consumer recovery. 

Dixons defended its chair- 
man’s pay-hike saying that last 
year he had waived a £ 100,000 
bonus payment as inappropri- 
ate in view of the recession. It 
also said the company’s strong 
performance last year under- 
pinned the pay rise. 

Sir Stanley joined the com- 
pany when it was a one-store 
fenuff business in 1948 and 
turned it into a FTSE100 com- 
pany with a market capitalisa- 
tion of £2.1bn. Dixons, whose 
other chans indnde Curry’s, PC 



Sir Stanley Kaims: awarded 
a 29 per cent pay Increase 

World and The Link, has been 
helped tty improving markets 
and booming sales ofmultHme- 
dia computers. PC World, the 
computer superstore group, 
has seen sales more than dou- 
ble to £262ra. Comparative 
sales are sharply ahead with 7 
million British households now 


L/LKjm snares nave t 

of the main beneSoarie 
in consumer confident 
has also boosted shares 
fisher, the Woolwor 
B&Q group which also 
Comet chain of electric 
Dixons shares closed i 
yesterday at 5D7p. 
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Grid looks vulnerable as watchdog locks on 


flafs-s 

ButrS i ( , down . hard on the National Grid 

pleasant way possible. 

and k h ^ 9® bad been expecting 
produced the iwHcSmSE 

David Jones, the Grids chief executive 
managed to stop short of accusing the good 
professor of expropriating shareholders’ 
-oaeo/ ihe many colourful charges 
levelled by British Gas against its regulator. 
But he is dearly a far from happy man. Hie 
proposals, he fulminates, are unprecedented 
in their severity and Qlogicalitv and amount, 
moreover, to penalising the business for its 
past success. 

The chairman of British Gas. Dick 
Giordano, might question the bit about them 
being unprecedented, but otherwise, he 
must be in common cause today, mourning 
the beastly way regulators take with one 
hand and rob with the other. 

Alas for the National Grid, all those 
months spent with Offer explaining why the 
business is absolutely nothing like BG's 
Trans Co (except that both are monopolies. 


both run nationwide systems for transmis- 
sion of energy and both have grown fat on 
h am p er profits) have come to nought. 

Prof Latlechild has conduded it is indeed 
aloll^T«rsCoaiKi,UkcMsSpcrttiswcxxie, 
he has decided to remedy the situation by 
recalculating (he value of the regulatory 
asset base on which the Grid is permitted to 

make a return. This may sound like arcane 
stuff that only academics such as the pro- 
fessor could be bothered to spend time on 
but it is of critical importance to TransCo 
and the Grid. Prof LittlechOd has decided, 
not unreasonably, that the worth of the Grid 
should bear some relation to what share- 
holders paid for the assets, not solely their 
current cost replacement value based cm the 
figures m the accounts. 

In this way (he value of the business falls 
from £5bn (the Grid’s figure) to £4bn (Offer's 
figure). Unless Mr Jones can come up with 
some impressh'e reductions in running costs, 
he is looking at a big bit on profits. 

This is where the pincet movement takes 
effect The Grid reckons it can only shave 
2 per cent a year at most from operating 
costs. The Professor believes it can do twice 
as well, pointing to a legion of studies by 
management consultants and the Grid’s own 
past performance. 

In reality the gulf between the two sides 
may not be as big as the Grid might have us 
believe. Hie main dispute on asset valuation 
concerns its telecommunication arm, 
Energis, which the Grid says is worth noth- 


ing and Offer values at £400m. The actual 
effect of this, however, is not great - only 
£28m a year off operating profits of £656m. 
Likewise 4 per cent annual efficiency gains 
hardly look daunting against the 35 per cent 
achieved in Lhe previous five years and the 
Grid's declining capital expenditure profile. 

But there is a bigger picture which the 
gricflocked Mr Jones is mssing, His company 
is unpopular. Its boardroom excesses are 
legion and it needed to be dragged (ticking 
mid steaming into giving customers a £50 
rebate althe time of flotation. The new price 
curbs, even as they stand, would only mean 
£4 off the average bill. Prof Littlechild is 
hardly likely to settle for less than that after 
his maladroit handling of the first electric- 
ity distribution price review. 

Supposing Ms Spottiswoode stands her 
ground with ThmsCo, then Prof UttlechOd's 
hand can only be strengthened. Grid share- 
holders may not like it, but they can’t say 
they too weren’t set an example. Hanson's 
timing in selling out at 1925p is looking bet- 
ter by the day. 

T he story about the institutional investor 
which sold its shares in Mauhew Clark 
because it disapproved of excessive reloca- 
tion expenses for directors is quite the most 
amusing financial vignette yet to have 
emerged from the silly season. 

This is not because of the episode itself - 
for a small cider company like Matthew 


I Oarke to pay its finance director nearly 
£500.000 to move house is an undeniably dis- 
graceful episode which demands protest - 
but because the institution invoked never 
publicised the matter and even now is reluc- 
tant to emerge from behind the veil. It's a 
bit like the terrorist bomb for which no 
organisation ever claims responsibility. The 
public at large is led to believe there is some- 
thing, somewhere that someone is not veiy 
happy about but the point is lost because 
nobody is prepared to stand up and be 
counted. 

There is a serious point to this story, how- 
ever. Institutional shareholders are the only 
people who can actually do anything worth- 
while about boardroom excess but so far they 
have proved remarkably reluctant to act. 
Fund managers have always regarded exec- 
utive pay aslargeh' irrelevant to the primary 
objective of maximising investment returns, 
and in any case, many of them are quile 
highly paid themselves. i 

But things are changing. There is a g row- 
ing realisation among fund managers that \ 
boardroom excess does matter, and not just | 
because the public at large is outraged by it j 
or because pension fund trustees are begin- 
ning to demand curbs. In smaller companies. | 
excessive executive pay cun amount to a very | 
substantial proportion of the profits. And I 
even in larger companies it has a tendency i 
to drag up salary levels throughout (he j 
organisation, eventually making the com- i 
pany uncompetitive. 


If the institutions are going to have any 
impact, however, they' really do need to start 
putting their mouths where their monin' is. 
The silent protest, the quick sale, may make 
them fed worthy, it might even satisfy the 
pension fund trustees, but it hardly prorides 
the example to others that is needed if the 
executive feeding frenzy is to be curbed. 

T he European Monetary Institute, lhe pre- 
cursor to the European central bank, to- 
day publishes its first “progress report” on 
the Target project. If nothing else, this 
shows that while British eurosceptics might 
continue to believe that the single European 
currency is never going to happen, or hope 
it won’t in any case, everybody else in Eu- 
rope is steaming ahead with preparations con- 
fident in the knowledge that it will. 

Target, a system for settling big interbank 
transactions in the euro, is based largely on 
British expertise and structures. Just to 
invent the system, however, is not to 
participate in its workings, and beneath the 
picture painted in today’s report of steady 
and harmonious progress lies a .snukepit of 
disagreement and squabbles. Hie French 
ami the Germans want EMU members to 
get better terms of access to intra-day 
credit in the Euro than those outside th? 
new currency. The British naturally want 
a system that treats ins and outs the same. 
On this matter, there is no “progress" at 
all. 


Merrill Lynch 
plans poaching 
raid on UK rivals 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Merrill Lynch, the giant US in- 
vestment firm, is poised to 
launch a large-scale poaching 
raid on the staff of UK-based 
competitors, industry sources 
said yesterday, as it emerged 
that top media analyst Neil 
-fBIackley was leaving Goldman 
-fSachs for Merrill Lynch at an 
estimated pay package worth as 
much as £200,000 a year. 

Hie move was only the first 
in a series of expected depar- 
tures from big UK firms, as 
Merrill Lynch, which owns the 
UK stockbroker Smith New 
Court, aims to bolster its cor- 
porate finance and financial 
analysis teams in London. 

Sources indicated that the oils 
sector could be a likely target, 
as the US-owned firm looks to 
improve its research standing in 
those areas where it is consid- 
ered weaker than the general 
market 

Mr Blackley, who takes his 
colleague Meg Geldens with 
him to Merrill Lynch, was rated 
fifth in the Extel survey of re- 
search this year. He and then- 
partner Guy Lamming were 
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General 

Cable 

extends 

network 

MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Losses at General Cable, the | 

UK cable operator, deepens 

in the first half of 1996 to 
£ 12 . 6m from £10.9m last year, 
as the company cannnued jo 
build its extensive network 
But Sir Anthony co ^ 

pany chairman, said that aver- 
age revenues per bne were 
being maintained at the level 

Sed in the first quarter of 
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the top rated team when they 
worked for James Capel three 
years ago. They went to Gold- 
man Sachs as a team in 1993, 
but Mr Lamming left to join 
SBC-Wuburg last year. 

The attraction of Merrill 
Lynch lo Mr Blackley lay in lhe 
combination of international 
distribution and its strong UK 
base through Smith New Cburt, 
sources close to the analyst 
said yesterday. 

Goldman Sachs had originally 
sought the services of Mr Black- 
ley mid Mr Lamming to increase 
its chances of winning lucrative 
corporate finance deals in the 
active media sector. The high 
level of merger activity in the in- 
dustry has led many laige firms 
to establish dedicated and 
highly paid teams to co-ordinate 
research and to bid for corpo- 
rate finance accounts. Even 
boutique operations have 
beefed up their commitment to 
media. 

Mr Blackley was believed to 
have been in discussions about 
becoming apartner at Goldman 
Sachs. It was suggested yester- 
day that his package at Merrill 
Lynch was far less than he 
stood to gain by staying at the 


rival US firm, although it was 
unclear whether a partnership 
had been formally offered. 

Goldman sources indicated 
yesterday that the departure had 
been amicable. “We were sorry 
to see him go - he’s a good lad," 
one source said. The firm in- 
tends to mo out an internation- 
al search for a replacement, and 
confirmed yesterday that h con- 
tinued to view media as a core 
sector. 

The game of musical chairs 
in the City has heated up in re- 
cent months, with Mr Blackley’s 
predecessor at Merrill Lynch, 
Richard Dale, jumping ship 
with his partner David Forster 
to join Salomon Brothers ear- 
lier tins year for a package es- 
timated at £500,000 a year for 
the two. Merrill Lynch, which 
struggled for several months to 
replace the highly rated Dale- 
Forster team, has been partic- 
ularly active in the head-hunting 
market, pinching Stephen 
Reitman, the highly rated au- 
tomotive analyst at UBS, ear- 
lier this year. Said a Merrill 
insider: "You can be sure there 
wffl be more announcements." 

The top media slot at Merrill 
bad been left vacant for sever- 



Feeling bullish: Merrill Lynch’s London offices, one of the venues for a game of musical chairs in the City which has speeded up recently 


al months, following the de- 
parture of Messrs Dale and 
Foreter, who had balked at the 
heavy hand of the New York 
office and the resulting friction 
between headquarters and the 


Smith New Court rump. Their 
resignations coincided with a 
minor flood of departures early 
in the year. 

Merrill Lynch subsequently 
sought to regain the advantage. 


signalling it would spend (reck 
to develop leading edge research 
capabilities. "We warn the lot," 
said a company insider. 

The campaign to secure fresh 
talent is being viewed by some 


Survival for insurers: Soft markets and link-ups are likely to increase competition 

Sedgwick says 
merger would 
be considered 




JJ^cus^A^focfexecutive, Bob Scott (right), being photographed with newly 
appointed group executive director Philip Twyman Photograph: Andrew Burman 

General Accident dismisses 
worries about takeovers 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

General Accident, the Perth- 
based general and life insurer, 
yesterday dismissed any sug- 
gestion that recent mergers in 
the industry would mcrwise 
competition. Bob Scoa, chief ex- 
ecutive, said oonsolidationbad 
been afactorin the Ukfaryeaxs. 
“It won’t change the dynamics 
of the industry. We're compet- 
ing in segments of the market 
against some pretty small in- 
surance companies*" 

General Accidents cost 
structure would be competitive, 

he said. The group plans to re- 
place aD existing computertys- 
temswith an integrated 
and hive off computer opera- 


tions to a sew IBM subsidiary 
ded ic ate d to insurance. The 
business will be based onGA's 
350 computer employees. 

Mr Scott spoke as analysts 
raised profit expectations for the 
group, prompting a 14p rise m 
the shares to 678p- Reduced 
weather Josses in the second 
quarter helped GA claw back 

some of the damage inflicted by 

severe conditions across the 
world in the first three months 
of the year, although profits be- 
fore investment gains still 
slipped from £257iP to £l94m 
in the first -half year to June. 

Steven Bird at brokers Mer- 
rill Lyreh said he was raising his 
full year forecast to £41 lm, 
with net assets per share ex- 


pected to hit 680p by the year 
rad. up from 657p currently. 

The group had had a good 
second quarter, he said, al- 
though he cautioned that re- 
serve movements meant too 
much should not be read into 
one quarter’s figures. 

GA said the integration of 
Provident Mutual, acquired 
earlier this year, was going 
faster than expected. The field 
force had already been inte- 
grated and the head office re- 
organisation was nearly 
complete, resulting in 620 staff 
departures. Integration and 
transitional costs were now 
likely to be about £20m this 
year, £5m less than expected. 

Investment column, page 18 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Sedgwick, the world's third 
largest insurance broker, yes- 
terday denied recent specula- 
tion that it was ready to merge 
with rival WUiis Corroon, but 
said further industry consoli- 
dation was inevitable. 

Sax Riley, chief executive, 
said the group would consid- 
er a merger if the strategy' of 
a potential partner matched 
their own plans. "We contin- 
ue to believe there is room for 
Three or four global players ... 
It could be construed tbat 
there arc six people [in the 
market] at the moment." 

The cake had got smaller 
and the margins thinner, Mr 
Riley said, but Sedgwick 
would be able to maintain its 
independent existence. The 
key to the future would be hav- 
ing control of their own dis- 
tribution network and owning 
a large commodity brokerage 
business. "We can survive on 
our own...be cause we are well 
down the way, on our own 
strategy and we are using our 
own network,” he added. 

The comments came as 
Sedgwick warned that insur- 
ance rates had continued to 
tumble in most parts of the 
world. Mr Riley said the com- 
pany would take a view on 
rates for the rest of the year 
in November, although they 
“remained confident of the fi- 
nal outcome for the foil year”. 

The tough trading condi- 
tions pegged Sedgwick's pre- 
tax profits to £64.1 m in the 
half-year to June, a 2 per cent 
rise on the comparable peri- 
od. Earnings per share rose 6.S 


per cent to 7.8p. out of which 
an interim dividend of 3.75p 
is being paid, including a for- 
eign income dividend en- 
hancement of 0.75p. 

The figures were below 
market expectations and the 
shares fell 5p to I25p yester- 
day. Robin Savage at brokers 
Credit Lyonnais Laing said 
there was disappointment that 
earnings growth was not com- 
ing through from top line 
growth. “If you look at the US 
revenues, these are flat, while 
flat UK revenues were made 
up for by growth in Europe 
and the Far EasL” 

Wilis Corroon has declared 
that it is ready to positively re- 
organise itself to grow in soft 
markets, but there has been no 
such clear message from Sedg- 
wick. Mr Savage said. 

Sedgwick’s brokerage and 
fee income rose from £45 Ira to 
£467m in the half-year, a 1 per 
cent rise in constant currency 
terms, while expenses were 
cut by 1 per cent on the same 
basis. Sedgwick Noble Lown- 
des, the emplovcc benefits and , 
financial services operations, 
saw underlying trading profits 
rise 12 per cent to £7.4m. But j 
the increase would have been ; 
cut to 2 per cent if a £700,000 
benefit on the sale of a US third 
party administration company 
is stripped out. 

Mr Rilev said he was more 
confident about the UK part 
of the business than he had 
been for a very long time. The 
aim was to raise the propor- 
tion of group income from 
consultancy and other fees Io 
50 per cent of the total from 
the current 35 per cent. 


City observers as slightly dcs- remain from the Smith New 
pc rale. The critics suggest the Court days, 
large US firm has yet to soothe Mr Blackley is to spend a 
the tensions between its New month on “garden leave", and 
York managers and the UK will join his new firm toward the 
staff, particularly those who end of September. 

In Brief 

•The value of July retail sales rose 5.4 per cent on a like-for-like 
basis from a year earlier, according to the latest monthly survey 
by the British Retail Consortium. Although the growth rate of 
sales values was more moderate than in the previous two months, 
the underlying trend remains healthy, the BRCsaid. It noted that 
non-food sectors “generally performed better" than food in Juh. 
with sales of ice cream and soft drinks hit by the “mixed weath- 
er" ■ Clot hing and footwear sales were "relatively strong", and hous- 
mg-reiaied retail sectors were strong. BRC chief economic advisor 
Andrew Sentancc said that better consumer spending, and a pick- 
up in the world economy’, “should feed through into better growth 
in the economy as a whole later this year. 

-RenaujL the French ear-maker, reported a slide in firs! -half 
turnover but the decline was less pronounced than investors bad 

fFttroH »- ■ ■ 


rriU7 recently after June car sales figures showed its European 
market share had slipped to 9.6 per cent from 1 1.1 per cent in 
1995 and its share of the French market to 26.5 per cent from 
31.7 per ccm. Renault's Laguna and recently launched Megane 
mod tfs have a higher ticket price than the smaller Clio and Twingo 
•Fujitsu of Japan said it obtained a US patent for its technolo- 
gy used for plasma display panels for large-sized TV screens. Fu- 
jitsu also said it plans to charge Japanese and Korean companies 
making PDPs in the U.5. for the rights. Hie technology is red 
to display colours with thick and thin tones on the screen, it said. 
Fujitsu also is seeking to obtain patents for the same technolo- 
gy in Japan. 

•The disruption caused by the threatened all-out strike by British 
Airways pilots cost BA £10m, not BAA as may have been in- 
ferred from yesterday’s report on page 17. 

8“* realised profits after taxes of NK 
151 billion m the first half of 1996, compared with NK 1 .67 bil- 
period of last year. Net interest in- 
S- 2 " 1 m lhe ft® half of the year, compared 

with NK 2.13 billion in tile first half of 1995. Net other operat- 
ujg maime Totalled NK 1.48 billion in the first half of the vear, 
as against NK 1.43 billion in the same period of last year. * 

-Consumer prices in the US rose moderate tv in July, the Labor 
Department said, providing further evidence litai inflationary pres- 
suto at the retail level arc still largely muted The consumer 
pnee mdex rose 03 per cent in the month following a 0.1 per 
cent roe m June as food and housing costs offset declines in en- 
ergy. The nse was not a cause for big concern on the inflation 
front, Lewis Alexander, chief economist at the Commerce De- 
partmenL said. . Any time inflation ticks up it is a source of con- 
ttm, but 1 think if you look into the details of it, I think it’s a 
tittle less alarming. 

•Average weekly earnings of US workers, after ari jirofo p for fo, 
flauon and seasonal factors, fell 1.5 per cent in JiKthe Labor 
Department said The July drop followed a 2.2 per cent rise in 
June real average weekly earnings. The July decrease stems from 
a l2* per cent drop in average weekly hours, a 0.2 per cent de- 
<Jne m average hourly earnings and a 02 per cent increase in 
the Coffiumer Fncc Index for Urban Wage Earners and Cleri- 
cal Workers. Real average weekly earnings in July were off 0.4 
percent from July last year, the department said. 
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GA set to weather stormy times 

The Investment Column 


The stock market has been anticipating 
a downturn in the insurance cycle for 
some time and, after last year’s bumper 
results, shares in General Accident 
have marked time in 1996. But yes- 
terday's first-half figures to June tend 
to support the group’s own confi- 
dence dial it can survive the onset of 
leaner limes for the industry. 

Stripping out realised investment 
sains, operating profits slid a quarter 
toil 94m. However, much of the dam- 
age was weather-related, which has not 
been repeated in the second three- 
months of the year. This improvement 
helps to explain the belter underwriting 
result this year (see table), particularly 
in the UK. even if storms In the Mid- 
West of the US continued to be a drag 
on second-quarter results. In alH 
weather cost an extra £56m in the half 
year, with US property accounts alone 
deteriorating by 549m. 

Weather Ues’outside the control of 
the insurance industry, so more en- 
couraging were signs that, despite in- 
creasing competition, recent rate rises 
are sticking. First-half increases in the 
personal motor businesses ranging 
from 4 to 6 per cent helped turn a £9m 
underwriting loss in the first quarter 
into a modest £lm profit in the second. 

The outlook for motor also looks rea- 
sonable. Despite these rale rises, GA 
has put on a further 25,000 clients in the 
six months, taking the total to 725.000, 
and is experiencing an 87 per cent re- 
newal rale in its direct operation. A fur- 
ther 3.5 per cent hike in commercial 
motor, taking the rise for the year to 9.5 
per cent, should also go some way to 
reversing the deteriorating trend there. 

More worrying are the prospects for 
the UK household account, where GA 
warned that there arc few signs of any 
rate increases. Indeed, more compe- 
tition is hitting intermediaries' com- 
missions, if not yet rates themselves. 

But the excitement in GA at the mo- 
ment lies on its life side. The integra- 
tion of Provident Mutual, acquired in 
a £17Gm deal at the turn of the year, 
is going ahead foster than expected. 
The life assurer chipped in an unex- 
pected £5m to the latest figures, with 
the costs of the merger lower and sav- 
ings higher than originally forecast. The 
group remains on the lookout for fur- 
ther life acquisitions in Europe. 

GA has proved canny in managing 
its existing UK fife operation. Low past 
payout levels mean the fund has a sur- 
plus of over JElbn. at least pan of which 
should eventually benefit shareholders. 

Whether continued attempts to save 
costs, now to involve outsourcing all 
computer operations to anew IBM in- 
surance subsidiary, will match savings 
from the Sun Alliance- Royal Insurance 
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merger remains to be seen. In the 
meantime, the shares, up 14p at 678p, 
Stand on a forward yield of & 1 percent, 
assuming Merrill Lynch’s dividend 
forecast is meL A firm hold. 

New head 
boosts Sidlaw 


Shares in Sidlaw. the packaging and oQ 
services group, bounced 12p to lOSp yes- 
terday on news that the company has 
appointed a new chief executive. John 
Durston will replace Digby Morrow who 
was ousted in May following the com- 
pany’s disastrous plunge into the red. 

Mr Durston joins from Valpack, a 
packaging industry body, but was pre- 
viously at Lawson Mardon, a privately 
owned packaging group. With 30 
years in the industry he is clearly ex- 
perienced but he remains something 
of a dark horse in the City, mainly be- 
cause he has never been a director of 
a public company. 

The company has beea in a terrible 
bind since it spent £79m on Courtaulds’ 


flexible packaging business three years 
ago. Having teen criticised for over- 
paying, the company was hit by soar- 
ing raw material prices. It also chased 
volume, neglecting margins. 

Two rights issues followed, one at 
275p and another at 18Qp, and share- 
holders who took up their rights at 
those prices are no doubt feeling ag- 
grieved. It was problems in packaging, 
including costs associated with the clo- 
sure of a factory, that forced Sidlaw into 
a£4m loss at the half-year stage. 

A trading update accompanied yes- 
terday's chief executive appointment 
and it did contain some good news. The 
group was profitable in the three 
months to June with the upturn largely 
coming from the o3 services division 
wbki is performing well. Trading at the 
packaging division rem ains patchy. 

The challenge for Mr Durston is to 
create more shareholder value in a 
p^rfraging market that is over-crowded. 
The oil services division may be sold 
off which would reduce gearing. It a 
highly regarded business though some 
analysts question whether it is capable 
of dramatic growth. 

Pan m n re Gordon puts the break-up 


i company 
more than lOO-llOp per share. A 
takeover is possible but padragmgeoro- 
panies would probably prefer to see car 
parity dropping out of the market 
rather than paying for it themselves. 

Analysts are expecting pre-excep- 
tional profits of around £1.1-£1 2m tins 
year. But the shares have tost more than 
two-lhirds of their value in the last two 
years and it looks like a long slog back. 


Plugged in Pifco 
builds up steam 
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A 16 per cent jump in Pifco’s pre-tax 
profits for the year to April from £2.7m 
to £3J2m showed the small appliance 
manufacturer is back on trade after lad 
year’s disappointment. Despite chair- 
man Michael Webbers perennial cau- 
tion. consumer confidence is plainly 
reviving and prospects look brighter. 

At tins mature and relatively low- 
value added end of the electronics mar- 
ket however, growth needs more than 
a general uptick in the economy. New 
products are essential, new geograph- 
ical markets a help, and acquisitions 
are realistically the only way to pro- 
vide economies of scale and wide-braud 
portfolios that will drive up 
margin growth. 

No surprise then that after being left 
at the altar last year by a French 
hairdryer maker, Puco is now actively 
seeking another deal, probably in Eu- 
rope where it intends to generate half 
its sales, compared with the current 28 
per cent of sales. 

With £6.4m in die bank and a will- 
ingness to take on debts and issue new 
shares, there is plainly the some to 
tackle a sizeable purchase. And with 
the successful integration of Russel 
Hobbs Tcrwer a few years ago, Pifco has 
proved it does possess the management 
ability to take on a big challenge. 

On the new product front, the in- 
troduction of new, patented, printed 
element technology for the 25 million- 
a-year world kettle market augurs 
well. Noticeably foster, more energy ef- 
ficient and less prone to limescale than 
the traditional kettle, the new product 
can be expected to take a good slice 
of the 5 million UK market after it is 
introduced in September. 

Forecasts for the current year of 
about £3. 4m, for earnings of 18.9p,put 
the shares, up 5p to 269p, on aprospec- 
tire prk^eamings ratio of 14. That sug- 
gests that the company is solid and 
well-managed, but compared with a rel- 
atively pedestrian growth rate of 7 per 
cent, it is high enough. 


The building societies^ 

that definitely said No 


City Diary 

John Willcock 


Poor old Michael Harden, 
self-employed butler and 
founder of ' “Members for 
Conversion" a ginger group 
for building society members 
who want remaining societies 
to convert to pic status and 
shower (heir customers with 
the resulting cash handouts. 

Mr Hardem has been un- 
ceremoniously booted out by 
Bradford & Bingiey, Chelsea, 
Nottingham ana Britannia. 

IBs crime? For being 
"nothing but a nuisance, a 
troublemaker, a waster of 
members’ money,” according 
to B&B director John 
Wriglesworth. 

Mr Hardem describes his 
expulsion as a member by the 
quartet as “outrageous. It’s 
ail very sad. Another demo- 
cratic Institution that doesn’t 
want its members to partici- 
pate in the running of ft.” 

Mr Hardem’s campaign 
came to a head when be 
asked the Building Society 
Commission for access to 
membership lists of all 52 re- 
maining mutuals. The BSC 
turned him down, and Mr 
'Wriglesworth’s battalions 
took their cue, sending back 
whatever money {with inter- 
est) Mr Hardem had de- 
posited with them, and 
informing him his custom 
was no longer welcome. 

“He’s just after a quick buck." 
Mr Wiglesworth concluded. 

Even for the hardened pro- 
fessionals, Rada's creditors 
meeting in London yesterday 



Gettingtough: John Wriglesworth and B&B colleagues 


rants, in fact, vuftunng for 
the liquidation job once the 
receivers had finished recov- 
ering the banks' debts. 

On the circuit, apparently, 
these professional meeting 
goers are known as the “9S 
dub” (after section 98 of the 
Insolvency Act). Section 98 
enables creditors to convene 
a meeting to appoint a liq- 
uidator. Ambulance chasers, 
then, by another name. 


was a pretty staid affair de- 
spite fresh Serious Fraud Of- 
fice interest. The company’s 
receiver, KPMG's Tony 
Thompson, had a dry run re- 
hearsal beforehand, practis- 
ing 260 of the trickiest likely 
questions. In the event, the 
massed ranks of KPMG, 
Grant Thornton and lawyers 
Nabarro Nathanson had to 
deal with just one query, 
without a scream or a 
tantrum in the house. 

There was hardly an actual 
creditor to be seen. A few 
suppliers, yes, who had (liter- 
ally) lost their shirts, or sev- 
eral thousand quid to Facia's 
chairman Stephen Hincta- 
liffe. Most of the 80 or so 
there were fellow accoun- 


Congratatatioos to Christopher Sheridan, former deputy 
chair man and chief executive of Samuel Montagu, one of the 
very few people in the City to reach the top of a merchant 
bank from starting as a humble forex trader 
Mr Sheridan retired from the HSBC-owned bank two years 
ago and has just been elected a non-executive director of City 
law firm Lovell White Durrani. 

The 53-year-old Twickenham rugby fan adds this to a 
clutch of other non-exec directorships, including Yorkshire 
Building Society and Prudential-Badie International Bank. 

Law firms are beai to ^ab top City types for their boards 
these days, as their share of corporate work increases. In the 
25 years be was there Mr Sheridan built Samuel Montagu into 
one of die best foreign exchange operations in the City. For all 
that he is a “very modest chap”, according to City colleagues. 


Many Scots have sailed off 
to the distant shores of Aus- 
tralia over the last two cen- 
turies. Now quite a few of 
them are coming back. 

Bob Scott, chief executive 
of General Accident, has just 
recruited a fellow native of 
Sydney, Philip Ttoyman, as a 
group executive director in 
charge of finance. 

Mr Scott admits that both 
come from Amtralian-Scot- 
tish stock, and both hale 
from the same Antipodean 
city - but that the link ends 
there. They did not know 
each other down under, and 
it's not an Ozzie plot to take 
over the Penh-based insurer. 

The link grows stronger. 
GA has just sent a Scot, Hec- 
tor Smith, to Australia to run 
the company’s business there. 
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BOC forecasts reined back after warning 


TOM STEVENSON 
City Editor 

A veiled profits warning from 
BOC yesterday sent shares in 
the gases and healthcare group 
tumbling 40p. or 4 per cent, to 
855p. The company's warning of 
problems in its vacuum products 
and healthcare businesses had 
analysts reaching for their red 
peas and reining back forecasts 
by almost 10 per cent. 

The company said some semi- 


conductor manufacturers, who 
are big customers of BOCs 
Edwards \6cuum Products sub- 
sidiary, were reappraising ex- 
pansion plans. But BOC 
confirmed its faith, in the long- 
term prospects for the industry. 

Analysts took a less sanguine 
view: “What BOC has delivered 
at today' s meeting is effectively 
a profits warning", one said 
Consensus forecasts for the 
year to September fell from 
about £450m to between £438m 


were replaced by a range of 
£460m to £470m. 

The company also flagged 
problems at its Ofameda health- 
care business which makes the 
Forane anaesthetic, and saw 
profits fall 27 per cent in the 
third quarter to June. For the 
nine-month period to that date, 
profits were 15 per cent lower. 

Danny Rosenkrantz, the 
chief executive, who took over 


from JPat Rich at the beginning 
of the year, said third-quarter 
price competition in the anaes- 
thetic product market “was 
very acute”, affecting prof- 
itability for its Forane product. 
Prices fell foster than the group 
anticipated, be said, and “are set 
to deteriorate further” in the 
fourth quarter. 

The news took the edge off 
group profits for the nine 
months, which managed an 1 1 
per cent rise to £327 Jm on an 


8 per cent increase in turnover 
to £2.99bn. Higher profits were 
driven by an 11 per cent rise in 
the core gases business as mar- 
gins improved in most regions. 

BOC is building a 1,290- 
lonnes-a-day oxygen and nitro- 
gen plant in India which it 
hopes will give it a toehold in the 
east of the sub-continent The 
company has also made its first 
move into the Russian industrial 
gases market with a condit- 
ional agreement to acquire a 


cod trolling interest in Volgograd 
Oxygen, one of Russia’s top 
three industrial gases companies. 

Despite the warning on future 
prospects, vacuum products ac- 
tually had a strong third quar- 
ter with profits 35 per cent 
higher, or 37 per cent up in the 
year so for. 

BOC said it was considering 
listing its shares on the New 
York Stock Exchange through 
an ADR programme. Trading 
could stan in late September. 
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Rathbone 

acquires 

Liverpool 

broker 


NIC cicum 

Rathbone Brothers, the quoted 
private banking and asset 
management group, yesterday 
agreed takeover terms worth 
£15.9m for NeOson Cobbold, 
one of Liverpool's oldest stock- 
broking firms. 

The combined company will 
have more than £23bn in dis- 
cretionary funds under man- 
agemcnL. pl us a further £15bo 
in advisory funds, of which 
£300m are held in personal eq- 
uity plans. 

The deal will also allow Rath- 
bones to develop its coverage 
outside its traditional London 
and Liverpool heartlands into 
the South and North-west of 
England, together with Scotland. 

Micky Lngali, chief executive 
at Rathbones, said: “Taken with 
the acquisition of Lawrence 
Keen [the stockbrokers] last 
year, this will meet our core ob- 
jective of building a major busi- 
ness group specialising in the 
provision of investment man- 
agement and banking services 
for private investors, their trusts 
and charities. 

“Discretionary management 
will continue to' be the major 
business activity, together with 
a range of complementary ser- 
vices, including banking, stock- 
broking. trust and company 
management and financial 
planning." 

Mr lijgall added that Neflson 
Cobbold, which achieved prof- 
its of £942.000 on turnover of 
£4.8m in the sr months to 31 
March, was not expected to 
contribute significantly to the en- 
larged group in 1996. Full ben- 
efits would flow through in 1997. 



By popular demand: Skoda cars helped WV to increase European market share 


Healthy worldwide sales 
fuel VW profits surge 


ELISABETH KLEIN 

Volkswagen, Europe’s largest 
car-maker, yesterday reported 
a huge leap in first-half net 
profits of DM282m (£123m), 
up 150 per cent from the same 
period last year. 

Hans-Petcr Blechinger, a 
spokesman for VW, said: “In- 
creased sales of 24 per cent and 
strong earnings on financial 
services are the roots of the 
good results. 

“Although competition ‘ m 
the market for small cars has 
increased incredibly, we were 
able to raise our share of the 
market in Europe from 16.7 
per cent in January to 1722 
per cent in July. Compared 
with our competitors we did 


outstandingly well." The Ger- 
man car-maker, which includes 
the Czech Skoda manufactur- 
er, said that group income 
from ordinary activities, the 
main benchmark used by in- 
dustry analysts to evaluate the 
company, rose 45 per cent to 
DM89 Lm from DM61 6m last 
year. Volkswagen’s worldwide 
deliveries to customers rose by 
12.6 per cent to 2 million ve- 
hicles in the period. 

But the car-maker is losing 
market share in its very own 
and biggest market, Germany, 
which accounts for 25 percent 
of total sales. Here market 
share fell by 1.5 percent to 273 
percent 

"Our German performance 
was below average. But in 


the growth markets such as 
Asia or South-America we 
realised growth rates up to 
36 per cent,” Mr Blechinger 
explained. 

Volkswagen was happy with 
its performance in the UK 
market. Mr Blechinger said: 
“We improved our market 
share in Britain from 4.0 per 
cent in the first half of 1995 to 
5.41 per cent in the same 
period this year. This is a fan- 
tastic result - but we won’t be 
satisfied with it for long.” 

Volkswagen is currently at 
the centre of arow between the 
European Union and the state 
of Saxony over subsidies worth 
billions of deutscfamarfcs for 
constructing a new car-plant 
near Dresden. 


In Brief 


• Persona Group, the distributor of computer networks, 001 
muni cations and Unix products, saw its shares jump 28p to 3L 
after ft announced a 30 per cent increase in earnings per sba 
to S.97p for the six months to June. Figures for the first half we 
heavily distorted by the acquisition at the beginning of the ve 
of Top Log, the French computer distributor. Turnover of £653 
m the telf-year was 165 per cent higher than in 1995 and pr 
tax profits 133 per cent better at £3.15m. Even at the underiyii 
level, however, sales rose 38 per cent suggesting still strong a 
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mg of major vendors in France - these include 3Com, Bay Nel 
worts, Compaq Microsoft and Netscape. I believe the group i 
stronger than it has ever been, both financially and anmnerdalh 
and look forward to the future with confidence.” 

averaged 7 per cent. The retail diamond jewellery markets con 
“tisfectory sales, De Beers said! and tiie out 
look remained positive. De Beers’ comments accompanied the 
results for the sk months to June, which showed an 18 per cen 
SfliS ® e ^ nings 10 US$482m and a 53 per rent risl 

^ ^ **2* *** Unted unit There were im 
provements m the diamond accounts of both De Beers and Cen 

fotS ZSSTT 1 from a substantial faerras. 

m the Anglo American Corporation dividend payout. 
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S S 011 * 101 ““ * thought to remain unfavourable! 
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fotious and included £200,000 in redundancy a Tan whkh 

t ^ t0 ^ year-end. The SSJItrtSSS 

been reduced, with a cut in borrowings of about £2m. The 

retUra lo a* tnSfert arc 
ond-half bias,Epwm said. Meanwhile, the eaminas oer share fell 

re{atiQ g to the acquisition of Belfast In- 

builder has a market value of just under £3Q0m. 
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Dairy shares cream off profit on OFT rumours 
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Hopes the Office of FairTrad- 
mg is about to call for curbs on 
Milk Marque offered dairv 
shares their own " milky way". 

Northern foods improved 
3p to 196p and Uuigate 6p to 
433p. Robert Wiseman, the 
Scottish milk supplier, rained 
4ptol70p. 

The OFT has been probing 

the milk industry and in par- 
ticular, nj2k prices, for some 
tnne. The stock market sug- 
gestion was it would pro- 
nounce this week but a 
spokesman would only say a re- 
port would be out “shortly". 

The milk industry has com- 
plained bitterly about the prices 
charged by Milk Marque, the 
nation's largest supplier which 
replaced the Milk Marketing 
Board three years ago. 

Although milk prices have 
been reduced, the cuts have 
been modest and the dairies 
believe they do not reflea the 
state of the market. They are 
also unhappy about the or- 


ganisation’s near mono- 
polistic role. 

The leading dairies have 
had tootmlfind with a sharp M 
in door-to-door deliveries al- 
though there have been some ' 
sigjBofa recovery. As doorstep 
deliveries have Men super- 
market sales have soared. 

Northern and Ufiigaie have 
been hit by the changes in the 
milk industry and undergone 
enforced restructurings. Four 
years ago Northern's shares 
topped 300p. Profits subse- 
quently fell from £157-2m to 
£ 16.4m. Last year the group 
achieved £11 9.3m and the 
year stockbroker Mees Pierson 
is looking for £L37m with 
around £150m next 

The rest of the market re- 
turned to more cheerful ways, 
ignoring early tails in New 
York. The FT-SE bine chip in- 
dex rose 20.1 points to 
3323.4p, only 33.7 bom the 
peak hit in April. The sup- 
porting 250 index put on 14.2 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter 
of the year 


points to 4,346.1, its 10th suc- 
cessive gain. 

Hopes of lower interest 
rates continued to provide 
much of the inspiration. A 
sudden realisation that insti- 
tutions are nursing vast cash 
boards also helped sentiment 

National Grid failed to join 
in the fun. The stronger-tnan- 
esj^edresirkakmspropcfficd 
by industry regulator. Profes- 
sor Stephen DttlechOd, sent 
the shares bock to their tow. off 
lOp at 165p. The proposals, if 
tb^y go through, damage the 
Grid's prospects fox increasing 
dividends. 

The share price fuse puis 
Hanson in a favourable UghL 
It sold its Grid shares, many of 


them still on James Capel's 
books, at 1925p. Hanson, of 
coarse, has fared less well with 
its proposed four-way de- 
merger. Tomorrow, with its 
third-quarter figures, it is ex- 
pected to offer an upbeat 
break up statement. The 
shares firmed to 166p. 

BTR was another conglom- 
erate looking a shade perkier. 
Its shares gamed 5-5p to264Jp, 
injectiqj some life into its weary 
warrants. This year's play rose 
3p to lOp and next year's 3.75p 
to 25J2Sp. Both offer the right 
to buv shares at 258p. 

BOCs results dipped the 
shares 42p to 853p. Cookson 
was caught in the BOC slip- 
stream, falling 9p to 257p. 


Bruce MacDonald of Nat West 
Securities added to Cookson 's 
discomfort by repeating his 
sell advice although Geoff Al- 
lum, who left Nat West to join 
Henderson Crosthwaile. rales 
the shares a buy. 

National Westminster Bank 
was the best performing blue 
chip, up I8.5p to 680p. Other 
bants were strong but Nat West 
enjoyed tbe added benefit of 
a Chartered Institute of 
Bankers report sating it had 
tbe largest snare of the UK cor- 
porate market. 

Rank Organisation im- 
proved lOp to 461p as Hen- 
derson described its new 
strategy as “realistic and logi- 
cal” but British Biolech con- 
tinued to suffer from the 
Credit Lyonnais Laing sell ad- 
vice, fallin g I Ip to 204p. There 
is talk of a target price of 15tip. 

Stockbroker Neflson Cob- 
bold collapsed 75p to 330p os 
the agreed Rathbonc Brothers 
bid came in bdow expectations. 


And Ibm Cobleigh. the pubs 
chain, gained 5p (after 10p) to 
228p with Yales, the wine 
lodge chain, and First Leisure 
emerging as favourites to hid. 

Horace Clarkson, the ship- 
broker, held at lOlp although 
an £L5 per cent share sale was 
revealed. Janies Cropper, the 
paper group, rose 23p io 350p 
as it enjoyed its best ever quar- 
ter’s trading. Sidlaw, (he pack- 
aging and oil services group, 
gained 12p to lOSp; an upbeat 
trading statement was accom- 
panied by the appointment of 
John DurstOfl, ex- Lawson 
Mardon. as chief executive. 

Flextech added 27p to 501 p 
on its planned UK Gold and 
UK Living deals and joint TV 
ventures with the BBC. 

Newcomer Chemical De- 
sign continued to find support. 
The shares rose 12p to 145p. 
They were placed at 1 10p. 

Yorkshire Foods plunged 
23p to 49p following the warn- 
ing about second half profits. 


TAKING STOCK 


□Talk AIM is suffering from 
new issue fatigue has not 
been supported this week. Af- 
ter Chemical Design's im- 
pressive debut. Gall Thomson 
Environmental, a marine 
couplings group, stretched to 
61p from a 50p placing and 
Denfmaster, with a system for 
removing minor car dents, 
wvnt from 3p to 4p. The trio 
should offer comfort for com- 
panies still working their 
way to AIM although a num- 
ber of flotations hare been 
polled. 

CJftm Andean Resources fell 
7p to lllp as BUP confirmed 
it intends to drill on the Cha- 
pare Block in Bolivia this 
year. A report by- resource ex- 
perts David Williamson Asso- 
ciates says if the well “live up 
to expectations, its value to 
PAR could approach £5 a 
share, whereas a diy bole 
would doubtless result in a 
considerable market setback”. 
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news 


Why is the world’s motor industry ] 
willing to produce a car like this 



t. 


GleiC Halbe'r 4 VeS> raocV ' 



Hie SMICE car, a modified Renault Twlngb which yesterday achieved 88 miTes" per gallon In a Swiss road test 



Above: General Motor’s electric car, EV1, which goes 
on sale in the US in October. Below: British Leylamfs 
ultra fuel efficient concept car, ECV-3, of 1982 


Would motorists 
pay more to 
save the world? 



NICHOLAS SCHOON 

According to Greenpeace, its 
SMILE car would cost about 12 
per cent more than a conven- 
tional Twinge - or around £870 
extra -if it went into mass pro- 
duction. 

Would anyone buy H? If they 
were economists, driving the an- 
nual average mileage or more, 
they would - because the extra 
price would be covered by fuel 
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ACROSS 

1 Playing music without stuch’. 
and sounding unhappy about 
Ihc pure (5-7) 

l > Student looking less well- 
fed. receiving second instal- 
ment of grant (7) 

10 Lady's mantle: most of fur is 
skin of sable (7) 

U A cuckoo, on reflection, is a 
fish? (4) 

12 Soldier's allowed a waistcoat 
(5) 

15 What sounds like top dog (4) 
In Picture Shabpcare's warring 
family (not upper-class) (7) 
17 Deception: misleading the 

girts? That's not right (7) 

1$ Confectionery that is second 
in range (7) 

21 Scoundrel gening a company 
to import a Caribbean drink 

(7) 

23 Scoundrel snatching King or 
Are? (4) 


24 Cues given on the radio to 
part of college name (5) 

25 Lincoln died in his sleep? (4) 

2R Train driver perhaps left 

mother stuck in wet weather 

29 Fish for English sailor when 
on board (S-4) 

30 Secure cable after accident 
on stem of frigate - a notori- 
ous case (5.7) 

DOWN 

1 Mum taking girl on the river 
17) 

2 Passed on • on imo confines 
of grave (4) 

3 Motor -see it burn out be- 
fore end of race (7) 

4 Have a good effect, changing 
leader or ruler (7) 

5 Regular payment to suffice, 
lease being" reduced (4) 

6 Savings one would be cuckoo 
to get rid of? (4-3) 


7 The longest at No. 1 ? (3-4.6) 

S Person beked off alter taking 
drug in part of hotel (9, 4) 

14 Jazz player has one entering 
the floor (5) 

15 Certainly restricting a King's 
lifespan in most cases (5) 

19 Bullfight -girl gets to go 
round free (7) 

20 Tin cans constructed of tin? 

21 Advice 10 have effect mostly - 
individual stops short (7) 

22 Driver finishing early, before 
time - the idiot (7) 

26 Tm enthralled try Hosea, 
Moses - or another OT 
Drophei (4) 

2? kart of engine that makes ve- 
hicle black (4) 


savings in two years or less. If 
they were environmentalists 
who could justify awning a car 
at all, they certainly would. 

The SMILE (which Green- 
peace originally wanted to call 
the Gringo) produces fewer 
smog pollutants, such as oxides 
of nitrogen and hydrocarbons. 
More importantly, it cuts emis- 
sions of carbon dioxide by over 
40 per cent. 

But what about the ordinary 
motorist? The car industry 
claims it knows its market inside 
out, and the public are not 
prepared to pay extra for such 
a car in an extremely competi- 
tive marketplace. 

Industry experts also ques- 
tioned whether drivers would 
tike the feel and sound of a two- 
cylinder engine. But none of 
them doubted the technical 
achievements which Green- 
peace Germany's deutschmatks 
have purchased from Swiss en- 
gine and car designers. 

Europe's car manufacturers 
have promised national gov- 
ernments and the European 
Commission to cut the fuel 
consumption of the average 
new car by 10 per cent between 
the early 1990s and 2005. The 
SMILE goes way beyond that 

But iL does not quite win the 
holy grail for the industry, which 
has been set at 3 litres to cov- 
er 100 kilometres. The German 
industry, by far Europe's largest, 
may begin manufacturing ’"mi- 
cro cars”, urban runabouts, 
which achieve that, in a few 
years’ time. 

But if such vehicles only fill 
a niche market, then they will 
not bring down the average 
fuel efficiency. The industry 
has been telling the EU Com- 
mission that an average of 5 
litres per 100 km for all new care 
cannot be delivered by 2010. 

Ever since the first ofl price 
shock of 1973 manufacturers 
have been showing off concept 
cars with dramatically improved 
fuel efficiency. But, with very 
few exceptions, no prototype 
has come anywhere near mass 
production. In California, local 
laws make it mandatory for 
manufacturers to market a cer- 
tain proportion of uitra-low 
emission vehicles. But the im- 
position of this law has been put 
bads from 199S. 


NICHOLAS SCHOON. 

Environment Correspondent 

Greenpeace yesterday chal- 
lenged Europe’s car makers to 
slash fuel consumption and the 
cost of motoring when the en- 
vironmental group unveiled its 
“Sxnfie'’ car. 

The "small, intelligent, fight 
and efficient" vehicle, a modi- 
fied Renault Ttoingo, does al- 
most twice as many miles a 

gallon as its conventional coun- 
terpart and cars of similar size, 
without using any radical new 
technologies. 

John Randle, a former di- 
rector of engineering at Jaguar 
who is now a professor of au- 
tomotive engineering, said the 
re-engineering that the envi- 
ronmental campaign group had 
achieved was “perfectly logical", 
and called on car makers to re- 
spond to the challenge. 

‘The land of changes that 
have been made here might ac- 
tually make the car cheaper," be 
said. “At the moment we’re go- 
ing in the wrong direction.” 

In a road test in Switzerland 
yesterday covering a 200km 
course, the Smile's fuel con- 
sumption was 43 per cent less 
than a conventional Twinge. It 
also did 49 per cent better than 
a Ford Escort and 45 percent 
better than a Volkswagen Polo. 

The test, which covered ur- 
ban, countryside and motorway 
driving, was overseen by the 
German certification body, 
TUY and its Swiss counterpart. 
EMPA, to ensure fair play. 
Greenpeace says its vehicle 
performs just as well in terms 
of acceleration and top speed 
as the ordinary Twingo - al- 
though it feels that cars should 
never be driven faster than 
130kph (81mph). 

As well as using far less 
petrol it also produces corre- 
spondingly less carbon dioxide 
- rising emissions of which are 
the main cause of man-made 
global wanning, and vehicle 
fumes make a big contribu- 
tion. It produces no more smog- 
causing pollutants than a 
Ttoingo, and meets the tougher 
European Union smog stan- 
dards which come into force 
Wig year- _ 

ThevehkJe represents Green- 
-pfeaceDs TEfiggest and most 
e xp ensive effort m^solutkn^ori- 
~e5t8rt 'Campaigning" - a new 


HOW GREENPEACE 


ENGINE 

Swiss-made VVtento AG b«<g^er petrol 

with pressure wave supercharger. 360 cc, 55 
horaepower at 5,500 rpm. During ordinary dnvlng 
the Sttle engine is working nearer to IW power than 
■a conventional engine and is therefore 
running more efficiently. When more 

power is needed (acceleration, 
uphill, motorway) 
supercharger 
provides it; 



.SHAPE 
The shape was 
carbon 
wind 
from 037 to 055 


cut 



GEARBOX 
Five speed, manual 
gear shift with ratios 
adjusted to 
complement the 
new engine. 


WEIGHT , 

The Twlngo's weight was cut fromB45 «g 
(including fuH tank! to 650 kg - a 23per c®nt 

cx±H^ot the saving cxsre from hamga^ 
smaller engine, which needed a smaller tettery,- 
raSator ana exhaust system). Smaller petrol 
tank saved weight, and so did lighter chairs ana 
susp en sions, drum brakna and wheels. 


TYRES AND WHEELS 
Light-weight wheel 
rims and special. 
Michefin tyres enable 
wheel weight to be cut 
by 30 per cent. 


and conflict w ithin the interna- 
tional organisation. The object is 
to identify solutions to environ- 
mental problems, then confront 
a recalcitrant industzy with them. 


best-selling Twingo because of 
its striking looks and size; very 
compact, but still large enough 
to cany an average family. Its 
objective was to halve its fuel 
consumption, but it has not yet 
quite achieved it 

The re-engineering was done 
by three Swiss companies amid 
considerable secrecy and the 
most important change was the 
engine. The Smile uses a four- 
stroke engine with two cylinders 
in the horizontally opposed, 
“boxer” position. Its capacity is 
just 360cc - less than one-third 
of the Ttoingo’s normal engine. 

The project was entirely 
funded and run by Greenpeace 
Germany, the wealthiest and 
best-supported of its national 
oigansations, and it cost 25 mil- 
lion German marks (£1.1 m). 

Wolfgang Lohbedc, the pro- 
ject leader, said: “People with- 
in Greenpeace are still saying 
that by ma^ag the car better we 
are identifying ourselves with a 
transport tool we should be 
fi ghting Fpkfr 'a impossible for 
us toignoEiwBccar- we decided 


we had to change iL” Con- 
sumers wanted cars, and more 
and more would be built as mar- 
kets in developing countries 
expanded. Greenpeace had to 
show how cars could be made 
less environmentally destructive, 
easily and cheaply. 

“We wanted a drop-in solu- 
tion, changes that could be made 

now without futuristic tech- 
nologies,” Herr Lohbeck said. 

Yesterday the motor industry 
in Britain was unaware of the 
Greenpeace project - with the ex- 
cepticn of Renault, which has giv- 
en no co-operation to 
Greenpeace. 

Ibe IWingo has proved a run- 
away success on the Continent, 
but the French car giant has not 
released it in Britain as yet - al- 
though it might offer a right- 
hand drive version in two year's 
time. 

Renault UK’s view was that 
even if the mo dificati ons added 
only £300 to, Jhe price, that 
would turn away buyers. "Cus- 
tomers won’t pay, it’s as simple 
as that," a sp okesman said. 

But Professor Randle, di- 
rector of Birmingham Univer- 
sity’s Automotive Engineering 
- Centre, questioned whether the 
."modified car would be more ex- 
pensive in production. Based on 
Greenpeace’s descriptions of 
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the alterations, he said he vrould 

be surprised if tbe car was 35 par 

cent more fuel-efficient overall 
than a conventional Twingo. But 
the changes were a step in the 
right direction. 

In the past six years the av- 
erage car has become about 30 
per cent heavier and fuel effi- 
ciency - which unproved drasti- 
cally m the early Eighties - has 
stagnated or even declined, be- 
cause of extra safety equipment 
such as side-impact protection 
bars, and the public's perceived 
demand for higher specifications 
(such as electrically operated 
windows) and performance. 

Europe's leading car engi- 
neering consultancy, Ricardo, 
which is based in Shore ham-on- 
Sea, West Sussex, said the Smile 
car's achievements were not 
remarkable. 

“These fuel savings are good, 
but they have been bettered by. 
the car manufacturers - they 
know about this kind of tech- 
nology,'’ a spokesman said. So 
why were such cars not built? 
“That's for the manufacturers 
to answer ” 

Thilo Bode, executive direc- 
tor of Greenpeace. Interna- 
tional, said: “The car industry 
^ obstructing feasible technol- 
ogy which would help prevent 
dimate change." 
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